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Indian academia in times of genocide

n August, as part of a group
of 500 scientists and
academics, we petitioned
the International Olympiad
on Astronomy and Astrophysics
(I0AA) regarding Israel’s
participation. The IOAA, held in
Mumbai from 1121 August with 63
countries participating, is one of
the major science Olympiads
designed to identify talented
high-school students. The
Olympiads are a matter of national
prestige in Israel and the
government showcases the
performance of its teams as
evidence of scientific progress.

Our petition proposed that
Israel be as a national team, which
would require students and team
leaders to participate as
individuals and without an official
Israeli flag. Our goal was to convey
disapproval of Israeli policies and
reduce the Olympiad’s
propaganda value for the Israeli
government. Similar sanctions
were applied to Israel in the
Informatics Olympiad and to
Russia and Belarus in several
Olympiads and the Olympic

es.

The I0AA is governed by an
autonomous international board
with 120 members and
representatives from every
participating country. The board
considered our petition, along
with other evidence including
testimony from the Palestinian
delegation. After extensive debate,
it approved the proposal with an
overwhelming majority. Since
Israel did not send a team this
year, the board’s decision will be
effective from next year should
Israel choose to participate.

Rift among Indian academics
The Israeli embassy reacted
furiously. Consul General Kobbi
Shoshani suggested that the
Olympiad “change Albert
Einstein’s relativity theory” to
“Hamas’ political theories”. 300
Indian academics — among them
directors of two IITs and vice
chancellors of several universities
— asked the Prime Minister’s Office
to take “strict and appropriate
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Chennai

Mathematical
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It is our duty, as
academics and
scientists, to do
everything in
our power to
put pressure on
the Israeli govt.
to change its
policy.

action” against seven signatories,
including the two of us, and the
President of [OAA.

This complaint is puzzling since
the decision was taken by the
10AA’s board and not by the
signatories, none of whom are
members of the board. The IDAA’s
President had no involvement
with the petition, beyond relaying
it to the board. Moreover, the PMO
has no role to play and the IOAA
has clarified that “deliberations in
its meetings are independent of
the host country”. Nevertheless,
this controversy should prompt us
to think about the responsibility of
Indian academics in the face of the
ongoing genocide in Gaza.

10% of population erased

Israel has killed more than 63,000
people in Gaza since 2023. Leaked
data indicates that the Israeli
military itself estimates that 83% of
its victims were civilians. Israel has
destroyed or damaged more than
90% of schools in Gaza and the
World Health Organization
estimates that it has damaged 94%
of Gaza’s hospitals. In July 2024,
experts writing for The Lancet
estimated that the breakdown of
civic systems and food shortages
could lead to more than three
additional deaths for every direct
victim. This implies that Israel’s
campaign might have caused the
deaths of more than 10% of Gaza’s
population of 2 million people.

The UN has officially declared a
famine in Gaza, with the UN
Secretary General calling ita
“man-made disaster”.

Israel’s supporters sometimes
argue that its continued campaign
is necessary to ensure its security
in the aftermath of the attack of 7
October 2023. But former Israeli
security chiefs undercut this
justification in August 2025 by
calling on their government to end
the war. This echoes calls made by
families of the remaining hostages
in Gaza, who have been frustrated
by Israel’s refusal to strike a deal
to secure their release.

Israeli minister, Amichay
Eliyahu, provided a frank
explanation for Israeli policy in

July, explaining that the
government was “rushing toward
Gaza being wiped out.” This
continues a tradition of
dehumanisation of Palestinians
and a refusal to recognise their
right to their own lands that has
been a central element of Israeli
polity since 1948, when 750,000
Palestinians were displaced to
make way for the founding of
Israel, in what Palestinians called
the ‘Nakba’.

Einstein and other Jewish
leaders described a particularly
gruesome event from the Nakba in
a letter to the New York Times:
“terrorist bands attacked [the]
peaceful village” of Deir Yassin,
“killed most of its inhabitants ...
and kept a few of them alive to
parade as captives.” This letter was
written to denounce Menachem
Begin who was one of the leaders
of these violent groups and went
on to become the Prime Minister
of Israel in 1977. Begin founded the
Likud party that continues to rule
Israel today. It makes no sense to
pretend that science and cultural
events can go on as usual, in the
face of the historic crimes
unfolding in Gaza. It is our duty, as
academics and scientists, to do
everything in our power to put
pressure on the Israeli
government to change its policy.

It is distressing that some of our
colleagues have instead chosen to
disregard or defend Israel’s
actions. The responses we find on
social media are even more
troubling since some people in
India refuse to recognise the rights
of Palestinians to live with dignity
and freedom, merely because of
their religion.

Therefore, the debate over the
scientists’ petition to the IOAA
should be viewed as part of a
broader struggle for communal
harmony and academic freedom
within India. We are proud that so
many Indian academics signed
this petition. It shows that many of
us still stand for democratic rights
and with India’s anti-colonial
traditions.

The views expressed are personal

Indian
academia
in times of
genocide
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3T H, 500 DT 3R BTGB & T TYE & TR & U H, g4 SoRISA DI
TG & Tofy H SaveIgia @ier iR @aHifae! Siefiars (10AA) &1 arferer
o The IOAA, held in Mumbai from 11-21 August with 63 countries participating, is one of the
maijor science Olympiads designed to identify talented high-school students.
IOAA, S 11-21 3 &1 Yo T Sl gs, Foraw 63 3= 3 T foran, viga fagm sitciftrars
T Y UF 8, O UFAHTRITEH ST-IBd Bl &I Ugd & & forg fEoiga &1 713 3|

e The Olympiads are a matter of national prestige in Israel and the government showcases
the performance of its teams as evidence of scientific progress.

SIS SoRTSe H VT UFTST T HIHe § SR ISR U S & UeR S aqr-e wfd
& THI0 & =Y § YefRid Bt |

e Our petition proposed that Israel participate as individual students and without an official
Israeli flag.

TR A1t § TRATd Ul {3 SoR1Sd &1 AfkiTd Bl & U | YN a1 910 3R
SUBTRG ForTge 3i8 & oI

e The goal was to convey disapproval of Israeli policies and reduce the Olympiad’s
propaganda value for the Israeli government.

BRI 76T SoRTS o ifoal Pt SR saad BT 3R SoRIgel WHR & g sidftars &t
AR &HdT I HH HAT T

e Similar sanctions were applied to Israel in the Informatics Olympiad and to Russia and
Belarus in several Olympiads and the Olympic games

A UfaeY SORTS W SHIATCRT EfUars # 3R 79 3R S0~ R F3 Nrs iR
3freifores @l # ar] fare U A

e The IOAA is governed by an autonomous international board with 120 members and
representatives from every participating country.

IOAA T T T SIARRTEI 1S GRT b STl &, foraH 120 e 37R 8% | o arel
33 & wfafAfer =i g

e The board considered our petition along with evidence including testimony from the
Palestinian delegation.

IS A IR 1T &1 Tqg Afed, forad fferedi=it ufafafknisa #t margh ot =nfira 6t =
faaR foa|
o After extensive debate, the board approved the proposal with an overwhelming majority.

fOgd 989 & d1g, 9IS A U9 &I WHTIRITSN 9gud I HoRt |

e Since Israel did not send a team this year, the board’s decision will be effective from next
year should Israel choose to participate.

fP 59 1 goRTgd 3 S 7Y Wehl, 91 &1 vl erma o |/ gt 8 afe seRga Wi
- &1 Aol A

www.patrioticias.in

Rift among Indian Academics

HRAH APIGHS] A HaWS

o The Israeli embassy reacted furiously.
SORTSA! gara = T & ufdfehar &

e Consul General Kobbi Shoshani suggested that the Olympiad “change Albert Einstein’s
relativity theory to Hamas’ political theories”.

B R Pledt MY = Jeira faar b siciftrars “sread SMEwT & Arderar Rigia &
BHIE &1 Ieria® A T 9gd ¢ |

e 300 Indian academics, including directors of two lITs and vice-chancellors of several
universities, asked the Prime Minister’s Office to take “strict and appropriate action”
against seven signatories, including the two of us and the President of IOAA.

300 YR ST i, foFE gt 1T & FIdRI® 3R &3 fayfaaerdl & Sugpeufa it g, 3
U Pratay ¥ 91d gxeREGarst & RIars “wal 3R Ifad Haw I HI SRy foa,
o 59 G SR 10AA & 3reger +ff =nfira 9

e This complaint is puzzling since the decision was taken by the IOAA board and not by the

signatories.

Ig Reerad et g wife ol 10AA S1€ gRT forar man a1, 7 f gxareradisi grI|
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The IOAA’s President had no involvement with the petition beyond relaying it to the board.
IOAA & (S BT TTFIHT H PIS geaary =gt o, Riar 39 918 d% Uga™ & |

Moreover, the PMO has no role and the IOAA clarified that “deliberations in its meetings are
independent of the host country”.

3P AT, PMO PT PIs A gl 8 3R I0AA 3 TV fora i “gdh daa! § faem-famsf
EECIEE R RO

Nevertheless, this controversy should prompt reflection on the responsibility of Indian
academics in the face of the ongoing genocide in Gaza.

TP S1aeg, 39 faaTe &) 3T ARy o Sfea srprafiied & Rriert w1 7, faQves e
T Id 38 RAER & I F|

10% pf population erased
TS BT 10% fireT fear mar

Israel has killed more tha!n 63,000 people in G.aza since 2023.
FORTSA + 2023 A TS | 63,000 ¥ 3f¥e il &1 g1 Ft B

Leaked data indicates that the Israeli military itself estimates that 83% of its victims
were civilians.

w@ammﬁﬁmwmmm%%mmms%
IR A1

Israel has destroyed or damaged more than 90% of schools in Gaza and the World
Health Organization estimates that it has damaged 94% of Gaza’s hospitals.
RIS A Tl & 90% | 31 Tpal @) 7Y a1 efavRa o faun 8 ik fay Wy e
BT A 3 {3 T & 94% SRUATE! ®1 JH Ugardr 741 ¢ |
In July 2024, experts writing for The Lancet estimated that the breakdown of civic
systems and food shortages could lead to more than three additional deaths for every
direct victim.

2024 ¥, T @ivde & fore fora ve faRivsi = rgua= avman & Ay yomeft & geq

QT Ade I g 918 difga & fag &= sifafvaa wid 8t 9wt 8

This implies that Israel’s campaign might have caused the deaths of more than 10% of
Gaza’s population of 2 million people.
U] HAAd & [P IoRTSd & SATHAT 7 20 ATG @NI} DI TS Pt STHIHBAT $T 10%
SfUP TN P Y BT HRUT & APl 3|
The UN has officially declared a famine in Gaza, with the UN Secretary General calling
it a “man-made disaster”.

HYed Y 3 e & SfRreTie T & srepTar St fan 2, 3R HYEd Y & wgTaraa A
34 U9 A4 fAfifa smuer se1 gl
Israel’s supporters sometimes argue that its continued campaign is necessary to
ensure its security in the aftermath of the attack of 7 October 2023.
goRTsd & JUdF Fft-Haft b ¢a & P 7 ragar 2023 F U & 91¢ THDT &T
FRAfa #31 F fore s 9 T sirawas 31
Former Israeli security chiefs undercut this justification in August 2025 by calling on
their government to end the war.

Qﬁsﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ?&nuﬂ@ﬁmzozsﬁmwﬁwmmﬁmmw
39 d% P FHGR fHar

This echoes calls made by families of the remaining hostages in Gaza, who have been
frustrated by Israel’s refusal to strike a deal to secure their release.

g TSN & 99 §U dYS! F URar| gRT BT T Mgl 3 I+ 7, it S e gihfia
P F fore Jugiar #31 A soRsd B g d PRI

Israeli minister, Amichay Eliyahu, provided a frank explanation for Israeli policy in July,
explaining that the government was “rushing toward Gaza being wiped out.”
SoRTg Al WAL, AT Tierarg A Jas § seRTgdl Hifa & fore vy @men €, sard gu e
IR "o Y e Bt 3R deil A 7 7 Hi-

This continues a tradition of dehumanisation of Palestinians and a refusal to recognise
their right to their own lands that has been a central element of Israeli polity since
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1948.

gg il & aradamares e 3k 391% A YA & SifUeR H Araar 37 |
TIPR B TURT B W) TGdT 7, S 1948 T ToRIS N IS BT Py ded 38 B

In 1948, 750,000 Palestinians were displaced to make way for the founding of Israel, in
what Palestinians called the ‘Nakba’.

1948 ¥, SIRTEA B WITYAT & fA1Q 7,50,000 frferedifral ot faeurita forar war, o
frferefifra = =roar waTi

Einstein and other Jewish leaders described a particularly gruesome event from the
Nakba in a letter to the New York Times: “terrorist bands attacked [the] peaceful
village” of Deir Yassin, “killed most of its inhabitants ... and kept a few of them alive to
parade as captives.”

TS 3R 3T YS! ATl A AThaT B TP fARY TU A HATHS U1 Sl AP <3
Pt 97 ¥ afvfa far: "srdward! Iugt = S5 a1 & wnifaqu g R gwar fear, s9d
ftrpizr fraray 3t g 3t ... 3R $© &) 94T F U A welkia w1 & g shifaq
X Ti"
This letter was written to denounce Menachem Begin who was one of the leaders of
these violent groups and went on to become the Prime Minister of Israel in 1977.
g U AR 9 9t fHier F1 & fore foram man o1, o 591 fde agl & Aarei 4 3 v
q 3R 1977 ¥ SORTEA & YU a1
Begin founded the Likud party that continues to rule Israel today.
AR A forps et 3t RTg=T F1, Y 3o W SeRTE § W B I R
It makes no sense to pretend that science and cultural events can go on as usual, in
the face of the historic crimes unfolding in Gaza.
el ® "e 38 aetRie srariel & W= ue fearar & f fag oik "k fas srde
AT %0 § 99 9Fd &, DIS Haad 781 3@dr|
It is our duty, as academics and scientists, to do everything in our power to put
pressure on the Israeli government to change its policy.

& U H, 95 TRT Hod ¢ [ g0 v gt iRy & gormgedt
WHR R ¢a1d ST dlfds IS Aifd gt |
It is distressing that some of our colleagues have instead chosen to disregard or
defend Israel’s actions.
g 39S ¢ [ TR $© ANl A 3 T9T9 SURISH $| BIRATS B ToRSGT B T
IAD! & B BT fadwed AT
The responses we find on social media are even more troubling since some people in
India refuse to recognise the rights of Palestinians to live with dignity and freedom,
merely because of their religion.
Trzra Hifsar wR et ufaferang eiw off fiaese § ife urRa # $© a1 Faa 39 o
mm%m@?m$muwﬁ%aﬁ‘waﬁméﬁﬁm

|
Therefore, the debate over the scientists’ petition to the IOAA should be viewed as part
of a broader struggle for communal harmony and academic freedom within India.
gHferg, [ P I0AA B UFd TTRIPT IR 989 ! YR § GHSIAS Tl 3R
ReifOre Tadadr & aue Tuy & R & w0 & 3|1 917 =]
We are proud that so many Indian academics signed this petition.
T8 & R $03 R WA TR 3 S AT Y IR R

It shows that many of us still stand for democratic rights and with India’s anti-colonial
traditions.
ug feamar 8 fp g0 # A &3 & 3t o Apaife iRl eiv WRa &t Sufaawr farieh
WURTSH & Ua § @S g
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Hubbub around Habba

BJP’s tantrum over Banu Mushtaqg’s invite to Mysuru Dasara defies tradition

STATE OF PLAY

S. Bageshree

he Siddaramaiah-led
T Congress govern-

ment’s decision to in-
vite International Booker
Prize winner Banu Mushtaq to
inaugurate the Mysuru Dasara
— Karnataka’s Naada Habba
(State festival) — on September
22 has sparked a controversy
in Karnataka.

Inviting a Muslim woman to
inaugurate the event has, not
surprisingly, raised the hack-
les of the BJP and its affiliates,
whose leaders are keen to see
the festival as a singularly reli-
gious event and not what it
has evolved into over the
years — a festival that is un-
doubtedly rooted in the Hindu
tradition, but has acquired a
multi-dimensional character.
It has, since the latter period
of the Mysuru Wadiyar dynas-
ty’s rule to the emergence of
Karnataka as a democratic
state, metamorphosed into a
symbol of the State’s identity,
a colourful pageantry attract-
ing thousands of tourists from
around the world, a business
opportunity, a forum for per-
forming arts and much more.

The BJP leaders have asked
Ms. Mushtaq to “prove” her-
self to be deserving of the ho-
nour of inaugurating Dasara
by throwing multiple challeng-
es, going so far as to ask if she
would turn up sporting ver-
million and turmeric. Adding
another twist, they asked why
Deepa Bhasthi, the translator
of the collection Heart Lamp
that won the Booker, was not
invited to inaugurate Dasara.
Even as protests continue,
reacting with restraint, the
writer has said that she is ho-
noured by the invitation and
respects the spirit of the festiv-
al, which is an integral part of
Karnataka’s shared culture.

Karnataka

What has given added am-
munition to the BJP arsenal is
an old speech by Ms. Mushtaq
on how the depiction of the
Kannada language as “god-
dess Bhuvaneshwari” is exclu-
sionary. Though the question
of using religious iconography
to define national or linguistic
identity has been debated for
decades, edited clips of her
speech made at the Jana Sahi-
tya Sammelana in 2023, held
to protest against that year’s
Kannada Sahitya Sammelana
excluding Muslim writers
from it’s panels, have come in
handy now.

Ms. Mushtagq is not the first
Muslim to be invited to inaug-
urate the Dasara festival. Back
in 2017, the late writer K.S. Ni-
sar Ahmed had inaugurated
the event. Though that choice
too had faced opposition, the
virulent attack on Ms. Mush-
taq seems to be not just
against her religious identity,
but also her activism. She has
consistently identified herself
with the progressive stream in
Kannada literature and has
been a feminist and a critic of
communal politics. Impor-
tantly, her criticism has been
against patriarchy of all hues.
Many stories in Heart Lamp
depict the debilitating impact
of Muslim orthodoxy on the
women of the community.

Attempts to infuse Dasara
with a secular character, while
not doing away with the reli-
gious component, had begun
during the later 19th and early

20th century. Nalvadi Krishna-
raja Wadiyar — the modernist
king whose regime was
marked by several progressive
reforms — is credited with us-
ing the Dasara event as an op-
portunity to showcase his
kingdom’s  entrepreneurial
spirit. Interestingly, there was
opposition when the king took
his trusted and long-serving
diwan, Mirza Ismail, to accom-
pany him in Jamboo Savari,
the elephant procession on Vi-
jayadashami, the finale of the
celebrations and its
centrepiece.

Reacting to the controver-
sy, Pramoda Devi Wadiyar of
the erstwhile royal family,
who is the custodian of the pa-
lace traditions, has sought to
draw the distinction between
the “secular” and “religious”
aspects of the festival. She has
differentiated between the
State government’s Dasara, a
cultural celebration, and the
one observed by her family,
adhering to laid down reli-
gious traditions.

The BJP in Karnataka seems
keen to portray the ruling dis-
pensation as “anti-Hindu”. In
the coastal region, it is paint-
ing the ongoing Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) probe into
the alleged killings and burials
in the pilgrim centre of Dhar-
masthala as a deliberate attack
on the religion and religious
place itself. In southern Karna-
taka, the party wants to por-
tray a Muslim woman inaugu-
rating Dasara as part of
“appeasement politics” of the
Congress. A communal distur-
bance during a Ganesha pro-
cession in Maddur town, in
0Old Mysore region, has added
yet another dimension. While
the ruling Congress seems to
be on the back foot on the
Dharmasthala issue, it has
stood its ground on the choice
for Dasara inauguration.

bageshree.s@thehindu.co.in

Hubbub
around
Habba

g & IRI
3MR 3T

¢ BJP’s tantrum
over Banu
Mushtaq’s invite to
Mysuru Dasara
defies tradition.

TGS Bl
318 ® THAd
B R dedt B1
TRAT WURT &
faamw g1

Mysuru Dasara
Inauguration
Controversy

AP e
SqureH faarg

e The Siddaramaiah-
led Congress
government decided
to invite International
Booker Prize winner
Banu Mushtaq to
inaugurate the Mysuru
Dasara —
Karnataka’s Naada
Habba (State festival)
on September 22.

e Inviting a Muslim
woman has sparked
controversy in
Karnataka, raising
concerns among the
BJP and its affiliates.

Ts gfeqw afgen a1
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TR B3 § PAtes H Jare U1 gan 8, 3R 397 BJP 3R s9% FeaIfiral § fidr a1 &t

BJP leaders want the festival to be a singularly religious event rather than its multi-
dimensional character that evolved over the years.

BJP & T 9Ted & % I8 Id U dad urfife sriwy 1, 7 fos aof o fawfia gu sud
TEHTTHI Ta=T & Y H|

Historically, since the latter period of the Mysuru Wadiyar dynasty to Karnataka’s
emergence as a democratic state, Dasara has become a symbol of the State’s identity,
attracting tourists worldwide, offering business opportunities, and serving as a forum for
performing arts.

eI ® U 9, AT aIfSaR Ieax & Sifad gR I HHlcd & Addiid Isd & =4
JHRA TP, GG I B UgAT BT Uelteh 5 1 &, Sl 1T WR & Tdewdi &l dpida
FAT 8, TIA F ATER USH Bl §, AR FATHD Hd HT B ST ¢

BJP leaders challenged Ms. Mushtaq to “prove” her worthiness of inaugurating Dasara by
proposing multiple challenges, including if she would wear vermillion and turmeric.

BJP Aaraft 3 it T=ares &l TRIeRT Igure & ANy WIfad B & oY g gaal Ol &,
foraH g5 g1 T o a1 95 RigR 3R gedit ugi |

They also questioned why Deepa Bhasthi, translator of Heart Lamp, was not invited to
inaugurate Dasara.

3ei- ag | gara e i ot Shur wify, g1¢ A &t 3ae®, &) GRIeT 3gule & g
AT =181 foparm 7|

Despite ongoing protests, Ms. Mushtaq responded with restraint, saying she is honoured by
the invitation and respects the spirit of the festival, integral to Karnataka’s shared culture.

SIRI faRieT & Sraqe, fiud gRare A Ja| o wry glafear &), g1 f& 98 sz 3 g
%B%H%m—cﬁ%sh?waﬁ HTGHT BT JHH B &, O PAATCD DY AT WP BT AV
|

BJP has gained added ammunition from Ms. Mushtaq’s old speech on depicting Kannada
language as “goddess Bhuvaneshwari”, which she said is exclusionary.

BJP I STt HRATH & GRIA WO I 3TR d1ehd fireht, s 351 s HIaT &Y 3t
YagRl” & EU A g1 &1 Sfgsh it gamn

Edited clips of her speech made at the Jana Sahitya Sammelana in 2023, protesting
exclusion of Muslim writers from Kannada Sahitya Sammelana panels, have now been
used in the controversy.

I YNl & GuTfed e, St 2023 & o Aifecd gWa A fou U 9, o s9s aifed
;ﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁma@ﬁaﬁwmﬁmﬁﬁumwmmﬁaﬁﬁwmw
|

Ms. Mushtaq and Dasara Festival Controversy

TR, YA 3R R1E:T Hgieid faarg

Ms. Mushtagq is not the first Muslim to be invited to inaugurate the Dasara festival.

T, qRAT Uga g 18t § R 3631 Heicia &1 3gured &= & forg S fvar |
Back in 2017, the late writer K.S. Nisar Ahmed had inaugurated the event.

2017 ¥, fedTa d@® K.s. IR 3gde 7 39 S1fey &1 Igure- faar Tl

Though that choice too had faced opposition, the virulent attack on Ms. Mushtaq seems to
be not just against her religious identity, but also her activism.

BT 39 A B HT faRIY BT JHAT ST UST, T, YRATP WR g gqar R 3 anfife
UM & fa T8t afeds 3% Aferganefaefasa & R ot vdtd gar 31

She has consistently identified herself with the progressive stream in Kannada literature and
has been a feminist and a critic of communal politics.

IBi AAR WS &l HAS e W WIfa=iid URT & WY Shel § 3R 98 T ARIard! 3R
ATIETRI® i & 3Teed 38 B

Importantly, her criticism has been against patriarchy of all hues.

AEAYUl ¥ ¥, 3! a1 Tft ypR & fgaarars el & faars & |

Many stories in Heart Lamp depict the debilitating impact of Muslim orthodoxy on the
women of the community.
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o Attempts to infuse Dasara with a secular character, while not doing away with the religious
component, had begun during the later 19th and early 20th century.
ST H i RUe aiT WRA & U, Siaih e da $I IHT el foan AT, 194 Sraredt
& 3 IR 20 AT BT FF3UTT H YE g A

¢ Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar — the modernist king whose regime was marked by several
progressive reforms — is credited with using the Dasara event as an opportunity to
showcase his kingdom’s entrepreneurial spirit.
TAATS! PURTH AISYR — MYFAHATS! IS o IRADBIA DI D WA= JURT 7
fafed forar — 31 TRIBRT HRIHH BT IUINT 30 T B SRS HIGHT B UaiRid B &
Q&7 &1 949 T S g |

e Interestingly, there was opposition when the king took his trusted and long-serving diwan,
Mirza Ismail, to accompany him in Jamboo Savari, the elephant procession on
Vijayadashami, the finale of the celebrations and its centrepiece.

e =Y ¥, faRlY T9 G o1d IS 7 S0 WRINHE 3R e 999 d% JaT o ardl grar, frat
SIS T & orrg gar, greft o A fasrrezndt & o wry foan, S S &1 9w ok
T ag YTl
e Reacting to the controversy, Pramoda Devi Wadiyar of the erstwhile royal family, who is the
custodian of the palace traditions, has sought to draw the distinction between the “secular”
and “religious” aspects of the festival.
faare W ufafdhar <d 8¢, ugd & el uRaR &1 UHieT ¢t aIfaR, St He e B wuRTS B
W1 8, 3 TEIcud & “yfARder iR “anfife ugqst & fia Sick ¥ v 3 BRI &t B
e She has differentiated between the State government’s Dasara, a cultural celebration, and
the one observed by her family, adhering to laid down religious traditions.
I I PR & GG, U Apiad Ieqd, 3R 374 TRAR GRT ST =G, S
w1t urffer uRuRTai &7 uTer SR §, H SR fhar g1
o The BJP in Karnataka seems keen to portray the ruling dispensation as “anti-Hindu”.

Fled § TSI IS &d $! “3id ffg & w0 & (Ifid o ot SRR = @ 8

¢ In the coastal region, it is painting the ongoing Special Investigation Team (SIT) probe into
the alleged killings and burials in the pilgrim centre of Dharmasthala as a deliberate attack on
the religion and religious place itself.
I & 1, g8 yere Y =@ o wd gl SR gl &t ot $R et faRiy s &9 (SIT)
o1 of 3R enfifer ®Ie IR TGRSR gH TATHR URdd HR 6! 5

e In southern Karnataka, the party wants to portray a Muslim woman inaugurating Dasara as
part of “appeasement politics” of the Congress.
fa e H, urd] g8 fawr ared! § fob T it afee gRT a6 &1 Igured 1w
Ed| W?‘Iﬁ:ﬂﬁ o1 fe= g

e A communal disturbance during a Ganesha procession in Maddur town, in Old Mysore
region, has added yet another dimension.

é%l%@ﬁﬁ%ﬂ@?wﬁmw$m@mhﬁmﬁwmmm
|

o While the ruling Congress seems to be on the back foot on the Dharmasthala issue, it has
stood its ground on the choice for Dasara inauguration.

Ve TS PO YR gE R Aosd ToR 31 36! 8, I S=16-T Sg4Ted & IHd R
3ot FRUf &Y Xt B |

www.patrioticias.in

Official State Festival

o Uttar Pradesh’s State Festival: “Navratri — Ramlila of Varanasi” (Ramleela of Ramnagar,
Varanasi)

o The Ramlila of Ramnagar (Varanasi) is officially recognized as the State Festival of Uttar
Pradesh.
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About the Festival

o Ram Nagar Ramlila (Varanasi):

whole town.

Humanity.”

o Started around the 18th century by Maharaja Udit Narayan Singh.
o Itis a month-long performance during Navratri and Dussehra.
o Known for its elaborate costumes, dialogues, and stage settings spread across the

o Declared by UNESCO in 2005 as part of the “Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Magnitude of the
earthguake that struck

n the richter scale. A

Greece’s Evia island
moderate earthquake struck

.4 off the Greek island of Evia

and was felt in Athens. The epicentre was
located four kilometres from Nea Styra,
about 45 km northeast of the capital at
around half past midnight local time. No
casualties or damage were reported. arp

Magnitude of the earthquake
that struck Greece’s Evia island

AT & QAT g9 WR 31T Yoy

&I digdr

¢ 5.4 on the Richter scale.

Raer I R 5.4

¢ A moderate earthquake struck off the Greek island
of Evia and was felt in Athens.

TS eaH YU g & TfIar g1 & U S 3R
v | Hgg™ foar

e The epicenter was located four kilometres from
Nea Styra, about 45 km northeast of the capital at
around half past midnight local time.

YHYT BT $x 47 WS I IR fhardier g, Touri
| T 45 fratier SwR-yd & oneh I & a1
R JHy W Ry 1l

¢ No casualties or damage were reported.

fodl g1 a1 JHaT= 1 Y1 7o el
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day’s daily quiz: 1+This Vice President also
served as the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of India. Ans: Mohammad Hidayatullah
2. This Vice President was the only person to
have become the President of India after having
served as the Chief Minister of this State. Ans:
Shankar Dayal Sharma; erstwhile Bhopal
State

3. Apart from the first Vice President, this VP
was re-elected and served a total of 10 years in
the post. Ans: Hamid Ansari

4. The first person from a Dalit community to
serve as Vice President, and later as President
of India. Ans: K.R.Narayanan

5. This Vice President was the first to not be
elected as President of India. Ans: Gopal
Swarup Pathak

Visual: Name this former Vice President. Ans:
Zakir Husain

Early Birds: Tom Alan Faith| Sukdev Shet|
Dodo Jayaditya| Sadhan Kumar Panda| M.
Suresh Kumar

QuIZ

Justice Mohammad Hidayatullah: A
Legal Luminary

Early Life and Education

¢ Birth: Born on December 17, 1905, in
Betul, Central Provinces and Berar (now
Madhya Pradesh).

o Appointed Advocate General of Central
Provinces and Berar in 1943, becoming the
youngest to hold this position.

e Judicial Appointments:

o Chief Justice, Madhya Pradesh High
Court in 1956.

o Judge, Supreme Court of India, from
December 1, 1958.

o Chief Justice of India, from February
25, 1968, to December 16, 1970.

Political and Constitutional Roles
e Acting President of India:

o After the sudden demise of President
Dr. Zakir Husain on May 3, 1969, and the

resignation of Vice President V. V. Giri, Justice Hidayatullah served as
Acting President from July 20, 1969, to August 24, 1969.

e Vice President of India:

o Elected Vice President of India in 1979.

o Served from August 31, 1979, to August 30, 1984.

o During President Zail Singh's medical leave in 1982, he officiated as Acting
President from October 6, 1982, to October 31, 1982.

Contributions to Law and Society

« Judicial Contributions:

o Authored 461 judgments and participated in over 1,200 benches during his

tenure in the Supreme Court.

o Notable judgments include:

= Golaknath v. State of Punjab (1967): Held that Parliament cannot
amend Fundamental Rights.

= Ranijit D. Udeshi v. State of Maharashtra (1965): Addressed issues
related to obscenity laws.

Shankar Dayal Sharma: From Chief Minister to President of India

Political Career

Pagelo
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¢ Chief Minister of Bhopal State:
o Served as Chief Minister of the erstwhile Bhopal State before its merger
into Madhya Pradesh.
o Held office during the integration period of princely states into the Indian
Union.
o Governor of Multiple States:
o Governor of Andhra Pradesh (1984-1985).
o Governor of Punjab (1986—1987) during turbulent times.
e Vice President of India:
o Elected Vice President in 1987, served until 1992.

Presidency of India

e President of India:
o Elected as the 9th President of India, serving from July 25, 1992, to July
25, 1997.
o First and only person to have been Chief Minister of a state and later
President of India.

Hamid Ansari: India’s Longest-Serving Vice President (Apart from the First VP)
Vice Presidency

+ Vice President of India:

o Elected as the 12th Vice President of India in 2007.

o Re-elected in 2012, serving a total of 10 years until 2017.

o Second-longest tenure after Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.
¢ Role in Rajya Sabha:

o As Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, he ensured smooth functioning of
parliamentary proceedings.
o Promoted debates on social justice, education, and minority rights.

K.R. Narayanan: First Dalit Vice President and President of India
Vice Presidency

o Elected as the 10th Vice President of India in 1992.

o Served under President R. Venkataraman before eventually becoming President.

¢ Role included Chairman of Rajya Sabha, overseeing legislative debates and
parliamentary functioning.

Presidency

o Became the 10th President of India in 1997, serving until 2002.

o First Dalit President of India, symbolizing social justice and inclusion.

e Advocated for minority rights, social equality, and education for disadvantaged
groups.

o Notable for assertive use of presidential discretion, including returning bills for
reconsideration.

Gopal Swarup Pathak: First Vice President Not Elected as President of India

Pagel 1

¢ Became the 4th Vice President of India in 1969.
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e Role included Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, overseeing legislative proceedings
and guiding parliamentary debates.

o Gopal Swarup Pathak was the first Vice President of India who did not go on to
become President.

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography)

1. Anarchy in Kathmandu as PM Oli resigns; Parliament,
Supreme Court vandalised

PIeUIg U SRTSTHdT oId Y 3l 7 S&IwT fear;
e, GiH ®1 d diswis

2. Poor NARI ranking exposes women safety gaps in
Delhi

TR AT IS A feeeht d wigamsit «1 gram @il o1
SR foar

3. Union govt. seeks ‘factual report’ on forest rights
complaint concerning Nicobar project

fRelar uRaeHT @ Tdfta o sifterR Rierd R &g
WHR A ‘qards Ruid with

4. Can the T.N. Does the government break the caste-job
nexus?

T AFATg PR SIfd-A1P TaY P die Thdl 82

5. Lessons for India: how Kerala is tackling rapid
urbanisation

YRd & 7T UTs: Ha deit A g1 38T Wi ¥ $A
fueers
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Langkhun festival has great cultural significance and the community prays for a good harvest. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Tiwa tribesmen celebrate Langkhun festival in Umsowai village in Karbi Anglong district of Assam on
Tuesday. The Tiwa Langkhun festival has great cultural significance and the community prays for a
good harvest.

1. Tiwa Tribe

o Ethnic Group: A Scheduled Tribe of Assam and Meghalaya.
o Also Known As: Lalung (in older official records).
e Language: Tiwa language (Tibeto-Burman family).
o Location: Mostly in Assam’s Morigaon, Nagaon, Karbi Anglong districts, and parts of
Meghalaya.
e Society:
o Divided into Plains Tiwa and Hill Tiwa.
o Plains Tiwa: Largely Hindu, practice wet-rice agriculture, live in Assam plains.
o Hill Tiwa: More traditional, animist/Christian, practice shifting cultivation, live in Karbi
Anglong & Meghalaya hills.

Culture & Festivals

e Jonbeel Mela:
o An annual fair near Jagiroad, Assam.
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o Known for barter trade between Tiwas, Karbis, Khasis, and other tribes.
o Starts with community fishing, followed by barter of agricultural and craft products.
o Dance & Songs: Rich folk traditions connected with agriculture and fertility.

2. Langkhun

Langkhun is a Tiwa traditional institution (cultural youth dormitory system).
Functions as a training center for young boys and girls in:
o Social customs,
o Dance and music,
o Community service.
Similar to Morung (Nagas) or Dhumkuria (Oraons) in other tribes.
Plays a key role in preserving oral traditions, rituals, and communal bonding.

3. Karbi Anglong

o Inhabited mainly by Karbi tribe, but also by Tiwas, Dimasas, Nagas, Kukis, and Adivasi
groups.

e Governed by the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) under the Sixth Schedule of
the Indian Constitution.

e Rich in biodiversity (Kaziranga extensions, forested hills) and tribal culture.

e Important cultural ties: Tiwas in Karbi Anglong still practice their Langkhun dormitory
traditions, unlike the Plains Tiwas.

Langkhun Dormitory Traditions (Tiwa Tribe)

1. Concept of Langkhun

o Langkhun = Traditional youth dormitory institution of the Hill Tiwa tribes (Karbi Anglong,
Meghalaya hills).
e Functions as a community training centre where unmarried boys and girls live together under
village elders’ supervision.
e Similar institutions in other tribes:
o Morung (Nagas),
o Dhumkuria (Oraons),
o Ghotul (Marias of Bastar).

2. Functions of Langkhun
(a) Social Training

o Teaches customs, traditions, folklore, and oral history of the Tiwas.
e Prepares youth for adult responsibilities.

(b) Cultural Preservation

o Dance, songs, drumming, and festivals are practiced in Langkhun.
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e Acts as a hub of collective cultural expression.
(¢) Community Service

e Youth trained in Langkhun provide labour for:
o Building houses,
o Organizing festivals (like Jonbeel Mela),
o Helping in agriculture.

(d) Defense & Discipline

o Traditionally, boys were trained in village defense and discipline.
o Built a spirit of solidarity and unity.

3. Cultural Aspects

e Entry: Usually post-puberty, until marriage.

e Supervision: Guided by a senior elder (sort of cultural “mentor”).

e Gender: Both boys and girls can join (unique feature compared to many other tribal
dormitories).

o Festive Role: Most Tiwa dances and rituals during Jonbeel Mela and harvest festivals are
rehearsed in Langkhun.
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Anarchy in Kathmandu as
PM Oli resigns; Parliament,
Supreme Court vandalised

Anarchy in Kathmandu
as PM Oli resigns;
Parliament, Supreme
Court vandalised

Sanjeev Satgainya o

wADY HIGHIG H SRTSIHI
Nepal’s Prime Minister K.P. a‘m ﬁ-

Sharma Oli resigned on w m

Tuesday, a day after 19 peo-
ple were killed in police fir-
ing as Gen Z-led anti-cor-
ruption protests
intensified across Kath-
mandu and other parts of
the country.

In his resignation letter
submitted to President
Ram Chandra Poudel, Mr.
Oli said he was stepping
down to facilitate a politi-
cal solution to the deepen-
ing crisis. President Poudel
accepted the resignation
and urged all stakeholders,
including “the representa-
tives of Gen Z”, to engage
in peaceful dialogue, even

A protester wearing flak jacket and carrying a shield snatched from
a policeman shouts slogans in Kathmandu on Tuesday. AP

ment offices were also at-
tacked across Kathmandu
and beyond.

Earlier in the day, de-
monstrators targeted the
homes of senior political
leaders. Visuals circulating

Following Mr. Oli’s resig-
nation, Mr. Shah posted on
Facebook, urging protes-
ters to be ready to hold
talks with the Army Chief.
His remarks have sparked
speculation about whether

fear; dwe, giftm @1 4

e Nepal’'s Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli resigned on Tuesday, a
day after 19 people were killed in
police firing as Gen Z-led anti-
corruption protests intensified across
Kathmandu and other parts of the
country

AUTd & gUTEAT &0, Tt el A
TR & SKI1%1 ¢ faar, i faq arg

as attacks and arson inci- on social media, later con-  he is positioning himself to ?ﬁTl' gﬁr‘q— th-l-qﬁ-rr 3 Ilﬁ' 33?

dents continued to gripthe  firmed by police, showed lead a potential interim o 19 ﬁ L

capital. Mr. Oli’s private residence  administration. \_:FIQ'!ZFI' ﬁg a? ﬁaﬁ a'la' YRR ﬁﬁ?_ﬁ
in Balkot, Bhaktapur, being In a parallel develop- uaslh . a_QT %w's[ :

Call for dialogue set on fire. Protesters also  ment, Rastriya Swatantra WFR' S-ﬁT % St ﬁ

Despite a curfew imposed  stormed and set ablaze the  Party (RSP) chief Ravi Lam- aﬁf _5;[ Ry

by the local administration  homes of former Prime Mi-  ichhane, who was in jail on

since early morning, thou-
sands of protesters poured
into the streets.

Late on Tuesday, Army
Chief Gen. Ashok Raj Sig-
del addressed the nation,

nisters Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba and Pushpa Kamal Da-
hal. Several other
ministers’ homes met simi-
lar fate. Videos on social
media showed Mr. Deuba

charges of embezzling
cooperatives, was released
on Tuesday afternoon.
Authorities cited “security
concerns’ for his release.
His release adds another

¢ In his resignation letter submitted
to President Ram Chandra Poudel,
Mr. Oli said he was stepping down to
facilitate a political solution to the
deepening crisis

calling upon protesters to  and his wife Arzu Rana dimension to the evolving 3|-q%[ sﬁﬁ; I T
halt all their programmes Deuba, who was the fo- situation, raising questions . a; LGl aﬁ R
and engage in dialogue. reign minister until Tues- about a potential alliance 03 &l Iiud gy, ot Gl el & dg

“Maintaining peace, secur-
ity, harmony, national un-
ity, and goodwill is the res-
ponsibility and duty of
every Nepali,” he said.

“To provide a peaceful
resolution to the current
difficult situation, we call
upon the protesting groups
to suspend their pro-

day morning, being man-
handled by protesters.
Protesters also attacked
a building housing Kanti-
pur Publications, the pu-
blisher of The Kathmandu
Post and Kantipur.
Kathmandu Mayor Ba-
lendra Shah, who got elect-
ed as an independent can-

between Mr. Lamichhane
and Mayor Shah - both
prominent figures outside
Nepal’s mainstream politi-
cal machinery.

With a caretaker Prime
Minister, a paralysed Par-
liament, and no clear path
forward, Nepal is facing
what analysts describe as a

Tgd Bl Hebe &1 ASTIfdd JHTUTH
REARE AN A SR

o President Poudel accepted the
resignation and urged all stakeholders,
including “the representatives of Gen
Z’, to engage in peaceful dialogue,
even as attacks and arson incidents

Ward for g the - Solkary wihthe potets smcm, o QOROR D 9 o capte)

my Chief said. ’ a day before they erupted. (Sanjeev Satgainya is a T{%'Qﬁ _{{?ﬂtﬂ W ﬁTCIT GﬁT
In a dramatic escalation, The central slogan of journalist  based  in B f%a"dﬂaﬁ', ‘i\lyﬁﬁ “T;-F-ﬁ'!{[:[ ﬁ—g a?

T e et By SRR 0 21 2, 3 et e

e o e ses o By o A E11 T SETE oo, Seleh Ty

government, and set them
on fire. Numerous govern-

pense of our parents’ tax
money.”

Call for dialogue

TG T MEH

DEEP STRUCTURAL FAILURES
» PAGE 14

3R 3ITTSTHT B TG AT B
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o Despite a curfew imposed by the local administration since early morning, thousands of
protesters poured into the streets
RITR U GRT a8 | @M Y FR] & J1a9[G, BRI UGRFPR! 48! IR IaR 3T

o Late on Tuesday, Army Chief Gen. Ashok Raj Sigdel addressed the nation, calling upon
protesters to halt all their programmes and engage in dialogue
AR X e, AT WA SR 3= I RAGH A Y DI Yafd fowan iR we=asiieat
Y 3o Tt rferHl B b Tare T WA 11 BT AT fooa

¢ “Maintaining peace, security, harmony, national unity, and goodwill is the responsibility
and duty of every Nepali,” he said

T, FR&M, HIET, TP Tarar SR FgTaT S TG 8 Aredt 1 e SR o 3

I BEl

e “To provide a peaceful resolution to the current difficult situation, we call upon the

protesting groups to suspend their programmes and come forward for dialogue,” the
Army Chief said

g Hfew ufkfRufa &1 zrifagel Tarer vem &1 & e, 89 vexiFer Iygt @ oA
PRI H fAefad F37 3R WaTe F AT 3Rt 3 &7 gH FRd 8, AT U A &gl

¢ In a dramatic escalation, demonstrators stormed the Parliament building, the Supreme
Court, and Singha Durbar, the seat of government, and set them on fire

T AIePI gfg o, USSR 3 THe Had, G $1d 3R Rig AR, 5 TWHR o1
HEATEY 7, TR YTaT st 3 3iR S8 N1 & gardt &< foar
¢ Numerous government offices were also attacked across Kathmandu and beyond
Pprataal R H e 3R 3TF a6 g9 T MY
o Earlier in the day, demonstrators targeted the homes of senior political leaders

fa o ued, weRieTRal 3 afvg et Aarsi & =) 1 A s

e Visuals circulating on social media, later confirmed by police, showed Mr. Oli’s private
residence in Balkot, Bhaktapur, being set on fire

e difgar R guiid e, a1e # gfers g1 9 f6u e, I8 fiEmd © i waaqR & qradie
T fya ot 3elt & Feht smarg &) o & & 18

e Protesters also stormed and set ablaze the homes of former Prime Ministers Sher
Bahadur Deuba and Pushpa Kamal Dahal

3 gd gUEA }R TBIGY 39T 3R T HUd ggd & =1 R o} urar dter 3R
3 AT & garad B faan
e Several other ministers’ homes met a similar fate

Fs 3wt & WY &1 o 7l g1t g

¢ Videos on social media showed Mr. Deuba and his wife Arzu Rana Deuba, who was the
foreign minister until Tuesday morning, being manhandled by protesters
Trerer Wifear wR fifsar & feman mar f o 33T 3R 30! UG SR VI 34T, S FIAaR
gag d@ faex w3 ff, ) yeRFS NGl §RT YFBT-HaB! 31 T3

o Protesters also attacked a building housing Kantipur Publications, the publisher of The
Kathmandu Post and Kantipur

[ 3 wifaR ufre=e ot 3URd W o 5o far, S § S1eaig Wk 3R SifaqR
BT USRS §

o Kathmandu Mayor Balendra Shah, who got elected as an independent candidate, had
expressed solidarity with the protests a day before they erupted
PIGHIG & AR ITa% M, Sl Wad SWGIR & ¥4 H faifad g ¥, - uexHl & ged |
TS e ued €1 Uaheedt e &1 Y

e The central slogan of the current protests reflected the same sentiment: “Nepal’s political
class lives lavishly at the expense of our parents’ tax money.”
I USRI BT B ART 34! IS I ST §: “UTe BT ISP avf gHR qrar-foar &
RE IR HRATZI”

e Following Mr. Oli’s resignation, Mr. Shah posted on Facebook, urging protesters to be
ready to hold talks with the Army Chief
&t anelt & NP F a1, 4t ME 7 BAGP TR URE B YSRASTRAT I T U & a1y
Fradid & T R 367 &1 3M0E fova
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e His remarks have sparked speculation about whether he is positioning himself to lead a
potential interim administration

fewfiral = 39 a1d R Srewd o < § T 1 ag Juifad siafvw w=mes &1 Agea #eq
PREGE P IR RE

e In a parallel development, Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) chief Ravi Lamichhane, who
was in jail on charges of embezzling cooperatives, was released on Tuesday afternoon

T Urdl (REHYY) U A Aife, S agert

U HHTHIGR UeARhH 1,
gfufaat & 199 & mRal A

o Authorities cited “security concerns” for his release

TR 3 3] Rers

T 3, ) WIAAR qrug NeT R far ma

PT HRU “FR&T Farg” sarn

e His release adds another dimension to the evolving situation, raising questions about a
potential alliance between Mr. Lamichhane and Mayor Shah — both prominent figures
outside Nepal’s mainstream political machinery
I ReTe 39 agad fRufd 1 e ik ugq Sisd! § 3R 4 afem iR AW e & 9
TUII Toae= H) AHR JaATd I § — S Gl &1 AT P YBTURT Pt I oD FawAT

IR S TIE AN &
o With a caretaker Prime Minister, a paralysed Parliament, and no clear path forward,
Nepal is facing what analysts describe as a directionless political vacuum

UYTTHAL, SRIETY U3¢, 3R WY ANt & 3IHTT & I1Y, AYTA &I ITHT Th
=i Ireifae 3= 3 |1 6T 8, o b faxaws! 3 aofA far @

Th

Poor NARI ranking exposes women safety gaps in Delhi

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Thirteen years after the
2012 bus gang rape and
murder shocked the na-
tion, women in Delhi conti-
nue to face glaring safety
gaps in everyday public
life.

From poorly lit streets
and unsafe transport to the
lack of secure public spac-
es and limited emergency
services, the concerns re-
main stark, according to
the National Annual Re-
port & Index on Women’s
Safety (NARI) 2025.

The survey, launched by
the National Commission
for Women (NCW) last
month, covered 12,770 wo-
men across 31 cities.

Delhi ranked 28th on
the women’s safety index,
placing it among the worst-
performing cities, ahead
only of Kolkata, Srinagar,

* '
| WL RS

/;M

Over 30% of women in Delhi said women-friendly infrastructure was
either minimal or non-existent. FILE PHOTO

and Ranchi.

According to the report,
31% of women in Delhi said
women-friendly infrastruc-
ture was either “minimal”
or “non-existent”.

‘Serious concern’

Nationally, the figure stood
at 23%. “This ranking is a
serious cause for concern,
particularly because Delhi,

as the national capital,
should ideally set the
benchmark for women’s
safety across Bharat,” the
report said.

In Delhi, 41% of women
said deserted spaces made
them feel unsafe, while un-
lit areas, high crime rates,
and public behaviour were
also cited as reasons for
fear.

The contrast between
daytime and nighttime sa-
fety was sharp: while 8%
felt unsafe during the day,
the number jumped to 35%
after dark.

The report noted that
there is a “concerning dis-
parity” between Delhi and
the national average re-
garding experiences of ha-
rassment in public spaces.

The national capital re-
corded a higher incidence
of harassment in public
spaces compared with the
national average. While 7%
of women across the coun-
try reported experiencing
harassment, in Delhi, the
figure was 12%.

Repeated harassment

Alarmingly, 61% of Delhi
women who reported ha-
rassment said they had
faced it more than twice,
pointing to systemic lapses
in deterring repeat offen-

ders. Neighbourhood
areas were most frequently
cited as sites of harassment
(34%), indicating that prox-
imity to home does not
guarantee safety. This was
followed by transport facil-
ities (32%).

When asked for solu-
tions, 51% of women de-
manded more policing,
while 17%  specifically
called for timely and prop-
er police action, under-
scoring frustration with
law enforcement.

Cities that ranked high-
er than the national aver-
age included Kohima, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Aizawl,
Bhubaneswar, Gangtok,
Itanagar, and Mumbai. Fa-
ridabad ranked 27th, just
above Delhi. The NARI re-
port, ideated and funded
by Pvalue Analytics, was
released on August 28 and
marks the first such nation-
al safety index.

Poor NARI ranking exposes women safety gaps in Delhi
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RIS AR b A feeeht A wigansit #1 gram @il o1
SUR foar

e Thirteen years after the 2012 bus gang rape and murder shocked the nation, women in
Delhi continue to face glaring safety gaps in everyday public life
2012 99 TTRY 3R §AT & Re I 91G fora- =1 &1 fgern faan o1, faeeht ot Afgant srq oft
3T S AraSIes e § FRET Pt WIHAT BT JET R @1 &

o From poorly lit streets and unsafe transport to the lack of secure public spaces and
limited emergency services, the concerns remain stark, according to the National Annual
Report & Index on Women'’s Safety (NARI) 2025

T AT el TSD! 3R SRIRFET TR I AHR IR Ardwi-1b A1 B HT 3R
Wit smaTaeTer Faref de, fiang 1k o g3 €, g arffe e ofik afgarsit ot
& GADTD (AR 2025 & HTIR

e The survey, launched by the National Commission for Women (NCW) last month, covered
12,770 women across 31 cities

e 751 YT AfFaT SR (THlssy) gR1 = (T T Ad&0T § 31 G HI 12,770
afgarsit o1 wnfdre fasan ma

¢ Delhi ranked 28th on the women'’s safety index, placing it among the worst-performing
cities, ahead only of Kolkata, Srinagar, and Ranchi
faoeht At WRam GEaTe H 289 WM W G, O 38 oA WG UG B3 ardl e §
TG B, 3R T Had praeral, MR AR Tt J omi 7

e According to the report, 31% of women in Delhi said women-friendly infrastructure was
either “minimal” or “non-existent”

RO & SrER, fawett 31 31% Afgarsii 7 og1 (& Afgar-srgea i@ g ar d <g7aq
R ECR R

‘Serious concern’

Tifiz feiar

www.patrioticias.in

Nationally, the figure stood at 23%
PTT TR W YE AT 23% AT

e “This ranking is a serious cause for concern, particularly because Delhi, as the national
capital, should ideally set the benchmark for women’s safety across Bharat,” the report
said
75 ¥ iR frfar &1 FRU B, foRiy T @ i faet, YT §H & AT, B
3TERl =Y W q¥ HURd W WiRaAT Y& BT A R HRAT ;> o o w1 T

¢ In Delhi, 41% of women said deserted spaces made them feel unsafe, while unlit areas,
high crime rates, and public behaviour were also cited as reasons for fear
foeett #, 41% Afgwrait 3 w1 b Y WU I SRRFAT 7gHH B0 €, Sellep R &7, I=
URTY G 3R ATd~h HagR &I 1 S F HRUN & TU & T T

e The contrast between daytime and nighttime safety was sharp: while 8% felt unsafe during
the day, the number jumped to 35% after dark
a1 3R I Y JR&m & g B SR W T T H 8% 7 SRRfEra weyy S, wafs a8
TS SfERT 11 & 91 35% AP 96 g

e The report noted that there is a “concerning disparity” between Delhi and the national
average regarding experiences of harassment in public spaces
fraie o Ieci fovar o o faeelt ofk TPy it & o Ao Rl A SaftsT &

o The national capital recorded a higher incidence of harassment in public spaces
compared with the national average
g ISt A P 3 @1 gor § At Rl W IaftsH it siftie geA g oS Bt

o While 7% of women across the country reported experiencing harassment, in Delhi, the
figure was 12%
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Repeated harassment
IR-dR

e Alarmingly, 61% of Delhi women who reported harassment said they had faced it more

than twice, pointing to systemic lapses in deterring repeat offenders
T T 1 T e 8 49 ST o 3 o R, 1 e B

I 39 a1 | 31 IR e, S IR-AR 3URTY B ATt B1 b | YoIeiird @t o1
3R SRIRT FaT §

¢ Neighbourhood areas were most frequently cited as sites of harassment (34%), indicating
that proximity to home does not guarantee safety
TSI & &A1 ol IS P geATSN & W (34%) & ©T H G A% Farm 741, S Sial g
& ¥R & U ST GR& B TRA T R

e This was followed by transport facilities (32%)
T 91¢ URag AUy (32%) 31 §

e When asked for solutions, 51% of women demanded more policing, while 17%
specifically called for timely and proper police action, underscoring frustration with law
enforcement

Sd FHTIYET o IR H Y1 741, Al 51% Afgarsit 7 siftre giaRiT o af1 &, Jafe 17% A
%gﬂﬁwwﬁ?mmmﬁaﬁmaﬁﬁwmﬁmmaﬁ

e Cities that ranked higher than the national average included Kohima, Visakhapatnam,
Aizawl, Bhubaneswar, Gangtok, Itanagar, and Mumbai

3 TR g1 ISty sia | Sifires I Ur 1 3 PifeHT, famara=m, s,
YFAYR, TEID, TSR 3R Has M &
o Faridabad ranked 27th, just above Delhi

BHIGETE 279 R R 3T, S fewell T 59 FW U1

o The NARI report, ideated and funded by Pvalue Analytics, was released on August 28 and
marks the first such national safety index

I8 R, ) fiaeg Tfefeey gRT daR ok faauifa farar mar, 28 SR &t wIY &t 718
3R I8 U ARG BT UGN AP Y& ISP o
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Union govt. seeks ‘factual report” on forest
rights complaint concerning Nicobar project

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
sought a “factual report”
from the Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands administra-
tion on points raised in a
complaint by the Tribal
Council of Little and Great
Nicobar that forest rights
had not been settled be-
fore diverting around
13,000 hectares for the
%81,000-crore Great Nico-
bar Island project in Au-
gust 2022.

In August, The Hindu re-
ported about the com-
plaint to Tribal Affairs Mi-
nister Jual Oram that the
administration had made a
“false” representation to
the Centre in certifying
that all rights under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) of
2006 had been identified

The Andaman and Nicobar Island administration has maintained that

it need not implement the Forest Rights Act of 2006. GETTY IMAGES

icate issued on August 18,
2022.

The council said its con-
sent had been “obtained
under pressure” and with-
drawn formally soon after
in a letter to the govern-
ment. The certificate con-
tradicted the administra-
tion’s position in monthly
FRA progress reports to
the Ministry that it does

Secretary of the Union Ter-
ritory on Monday, the Mi-
nistry asked for a “factual
report addressing each of
the points raised in the
said news report and the
letter of Tribal Council”.
The Ministry said it had
received the letter from the
Tribal Council, “raising the
issue that the Forest rights
guaranteed to the Nicoba-

Nicobarese have not con-
sented to diversion of for-
est lands...”.

Earlier this year, Mr.
Oram said concerns over
the project are being “exa-
mined”. Weeks after send-
ing the complaint to Mr.
Oram in July, the Tribal
Council said it had re-
ceived no response.

The council then wrote
to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on August 26,
flagging the authorities’
“refusal” to engage in dia-
logue with them. This
prompted Mr. Gandhi to
write to Mr. Oram last
week, urging his office to
examine the concerns
raised by the council.

On Monday, Congress
Parliamentary Party Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, in an
article in The Hindu, criti-

After sending the com-
plaint to Mr. Oram, a mem-
ber of the Tribal Council
told The Hindu that it had
recently been made aware
of the August 2022, certifi-
cate issued by the Deputy
Commissioner of Nicobar,
certifying, “The complete
process for identification
and settlement of rights
under the FRA has been
carried out...” But the Tri-
bal Council said that the
process of identification
and settlement of rights
under the FRA “has not
even been initiated”.
According to the pro-
gress reports, the adminis-
tration has maintained that
it does not need to imple-
ment the FRA, arguing that
tribespeople’s rights were
already protected on the is-
lands under the Protection
of Aboriginal Tribes Act,

and settled before divert- not need to implement the rese in Great Nicobar Is- cised the Centre over this 1956 which enables the ad-
ing therequired forestland  Act. land have not been settled  project, calling it a ministration to unilaterally
for the project in the certif- In a letter to the Chief under the FRA, 2006, and  “planned misadventure”.  divert forest land.
0] ' 8“ Iy
India :
ey, Kolkata ke Union govt. seeks
S M B ST | ¢
lacaiz ®uma)  ‘factual report’ on
i H
e 4 forest rig hts
complaint
Hyderabad concerning Nicobar
Ry project
Chennai -\a- —
o S5l Haferd o=
W v PR RIerad )
Koch: ' ol
s h% WWPR A
‘ y
aTHS uid
o il

. The Union government has
, sought a “factual report” from
the Andaman and Nicobar
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Islands administration on points raised in a complaint by the Tribal Council of Little and
Great Nicobar that forest rights had not been settled before diverting around 13,000
hectares for the ¥81,000-crore Great Nicobar Island project in August 2022.

F% WER 1 3isAM R Felar gu I9g v=E 3 fafed ik I Fear 3t serda
g @) Rrema § Io T figset R “aurars fraid aith § fF 13,000 3R YA &
81,000 FAS & Ue PR MFds WSlae & fofT 3R 2022 H g¥ialRd &34  Ugd a9
SfUPR 76T Auerg M A

In August, The Hindu reported about the complaint to Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram that
the administration had made a “false” representation to the Centre in certifying that all
rights under the Forest Rights Act (FRA) of 2006 had been identified and settled before
diverting the required forest land for the project in the certificate issued on August 18,
2022.

R4 ¥, T fEg A R fovan fos Seerdia gt & o=l Foma iR &1 &1 78 Rrera 8§
HET 1 {3 UM A &g 1 “FIST” WHIUH {1 [ 9 iR 3ifUf=a™T (FRA) 2006 & dgd
| PR 5T 7T 7T $fR Fdere TU &, Siefe a5 18 SRR 2022 & SR} JHT0T U o

T T

The council said its consent had been “obtained under pressure” and withdrawn formally
soon after in a letter to the government.

ug A Fg fs Sua! ggufa “gara & urw” 31 78 ot 3R 1  Siaie 0 § TRBR Hi
7 foraan arug @ ot 5

The certificate contradicted the administration’s position in monthly FRA progress reports
to the Ministry that it does not need to implement the Act.

g YHTOT U UM &1 39 U 1 WSS9 Hdl § off 38 HATad Y AR FRA WIfa fyayd
7 & R for g1 Siffray &Y @R #v B SaRaHar T81 8

In a letter to the Chief Secretary of the Union Territory on Monday, the Ministry asked for a
“factual report addressing each of the points” raised in the news report and the letter of
Tribal Council.

AR &) $g ARG TS & Y81 Jfaa &) v &, #ared 3 “dardrs Rad anht o
TuER RO ok Sedtg uf¥ue & 13 § 331U U Ul fog &1 I gl

The Ministry said it had received the letter from the Tribal Council, “raising the issue that
the Forest Rights guaranteed to the Nicobarese in Great Nicobar Island have not been
settled under the FRA, 2006, and Nicobarese have not consented to diversion of forest
lands...”.

AT A Fgl [ I FAeId I Uiy &1 U= U g3 oRd &gl T, “Ue AeaR glu &
Freiard @ ®1 TREL T T 99 ISR FRA, 2006 & dgd fHuerg 78 T 8, 3k
et @t A a9 Y & gxaiaRur & forg weafa Y i 8.

Earlier this year, Mr. Oram said concerns over the project are being “examined”.

29 79 B YwTd A, Y 3R 7 FeT i uRae = & dAw fiarsi o «sia & <1 76 27 |
Weeks after sending the complaint to Mr. Oram in July, the Tribal Council said it had
received no response.

qars & ot 3R B Rierd 9H & Jwrgl 91, SuTd gikvg A $el f6 39 S8 9ae
el e

The council then wrote to the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
on August 26, flagging the authorities’ “refusal” to engage in dialogue with them.

U §IC URYE 7 26 3T &I AeaHT § fauer & Far wga M o1 vz foran, fored
Sfre1ieal & Harg # WA g1 | “FAPR” DI IARR foba|

This prompted Mr. Gandhi to write to Mr. Oram last week, urging his office to examine the
concerns raised by the council.

Y URd giR ot il A fUsa g ft o &1 v forga 397 prafad ¥ ufkug gRT
3I318 T8 friarsi &t St $I1 &1 e fa)

On Monday, Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, in an article in
The Hindu, criticised the Centre over this project, calling it a “planned misadventure”.
HAR & $IU HEEH ga $I sreae difrar widh A g ffg ¥ e o o 59 uiaieHr &t
AP Hg B AT B 3R T “ToTTS G HET|
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After sending the complaint to Mr. Oram, a member of the Tribal Council told The Hindu
that it had recently been made aware of the August 2022 certificate issued by the Deputy
Commissioner of Nicobar, certifying, “The complete process for identification and
settlement of rights under the FRA has been carried out...”

ot 3R B! RIbrad WoA & 918, FeIdrg ukug & TP Jaxd 1 § fog &1 9dm fa 39 gra
B H SR 2022 & YHIVT U & IR | U1 al, S FPpaR & f$9t SfiyR gr1 SR fan
;Tﬁﬁ;ﬁwwm “FRA & dgd fUeRI @1 uga™ iR faer ot Tt uftear ¢ft it o

But the Tribal Council said that the process of identification and settlement of rights
under the FRA “has not even been initiated”.

Qfep SeITd g uf¥ee A %81 {6 FRA & dgd fU®sRI &1 ugar iR fuer & uftsar
“3(q b Y= Wt T B g 37

According to the progress reports, the administration has maintained that it does not need
to implement the FRA, arguing that tribespeople’s rights were already protected on the
islands under the Protection of Aboriginal Tribes Act, 1956 which enables the
administration to unilaterally divert forest land.

wirfa fYuief & SIUR, WRITHH &1 $E1 § & 3 FRA @R 631 ®1 Ta=addl -1gl €, I8 b
S 5T o5 SIIeTTdi @il & SHfUeR Ugd ¥ 81 1956 & ATfeanit SHefadl & T&r
Wﬁmmwmﬁ,@mﬁm@ﬁmmmﬁﬁ
3fAfa |
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Can the T.N. government
break the caste-job nexus?

How have the lives of civic workers in Bengaluru changed after the government regularised their jobs?

Venkatanarayanan Sethuraman
Vijayalaya Srinivas
Viji Bathirasamy

The story so far:
N contemporary times, every sector
is moving towards privatisation and
contractualisation of the workforce.
The recent struggle by conservancy
workers in Chennai against privatisation,
demanding regularisation, and the way in
which they were arrested created a
political storm in Chennai.

What happened in Chennai?
Contractual work under the government
was providing conservancy workers with
minimum wage, which will be further
reduced when working under a private
contract system. Since a majority of
conservancy workers belong to the Dalit
community, there were voices against
regularisation, as it might perpetuate the

caste-based profession within the
community for generations. But working
under a private contractor is not going to
break this nexus.

Has Bengaluru also faced the same?

A recent study by the authors on civic
workers (pourakarmikas) in Bengaluru
has shown progressive changes in their
life after the Karnataka government
announced the regularisation of around
12,000 civic workers this year. The 1976
report of the Committee on Improvement
of Living and Working Conditions of
Sweepers and Scavengers under the
chairmanship of IPD Salappa was one of
the important interventions which
suggested changes in conditions of
pourakarmikas in Karnataka. The
extensive report discussed various aspects
related to their housing, health, work
safety, job security, etc., and suggested
sweeping measures for rehabilitation and

providing healthy living and working
conditions for them. Even though,
regularisation was not a major issue back
then, the privatisation and
contractualisation of labour after the
1990’s has worsened the status and
situation of civic workers so much that it
has become impossible to break the
caste-profession nexus. But, the recent
regularisation has given them hope to
break this chain. After sustained struggle
under the AICTTU, the government of
Karnataka implemented two important
measures in 2017 and 2018. In 2017, they
implemented minimum wage and in 2018,
they removed contractors and brought
pourakarmikas under the direct payment
system of the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike with an assurance that
they will be made permanent.

How to break the caste-job nexus?
Most of the pourakarmikas feel that

Can the T.N. Does the government break the caste-job

nexus?

T AHE1g IR Alfd-AIH Jae Bl i Thel 872

Privatisation and Contractualisation of Workforce

FHARI AR 1 FAoieur iR Afagras<or

¢ In contemporary times, every sector is moving towards privatisation and contractualisation

of the workforce.

3y Trg ), 83 & Bear) A P FAeliewor 3R dfdarere o 31 3k 9 W@ 8|

e The recent struggle by conservancy workers in Chennai against privatisation, demanding
regularisation, and the way they were arrested, created a political storm in Chennai.

BT 81 # IS A WIS pHAR! gRT Ao &

Qe FPrama Y 9T 3R R aRE 3=

RwaR far war, 33 998 § verifae Qe TS & el

What happened in Chennai?

o T §3M?

e Contractual work under the government provided conservancy workers with minimum
wage, which will be further reduced under a private contract system.

WEHR & qed WlAGTHS BRI WIS HUANRA! DI gAaH da=T oar T, S el wiaer yoredt &

3R HH g Su|
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Since the majority of conservancy workers belong to the Dalit community, there were voices
against regularisation, fearing it might perpetuate caste-based profession across
generations.

df S TwrE HHIR! gferd FHEM™ 3 8, sufen frame & Raare srari 34T, Rifs 398
Sifa-smetia I=m difedl 9@ SR X8 ol B
Working under a private contractor is not going to break this nexus.

foroft SPeER F I5d HW H I I WEY ol ge arel |

Has Bengaluru also faced the same?

w1 drge ¥ oft gt fRufa v

A recent study on civic workers (pourakarmikas) in Bengaluru showed progressive
changes after the Karnataka government announced regularisation of around 12,000 civic
workers this year.

ST B TR s (R = eifern sieem o g foamn man f 39 oy
Picd TRPR GRT TIHIT 12,000 TR A sH=ial &1 fFaaa 9iftd &3 & 9l 396
St & warfa=ia agarg S|

The 1976 report of the Committee on Improvement of Living and Working Conditions of
Sweepers and Scavengers under IPD Salappa suggested changes in housing, health,
work safety, job security, and other aspects for pourakarmikas.

1976 Bt Ui, Wiuxf v Whdored @t sftaT oir wrt ufvfRuferal  gur afafa & agd IPD
AT 3 URGIHGR & 1T SATaRT, TR, ST GRET, NP JR&T 3R 317 uggef
GG B RGBT B

Privatisation and contractualisation after the 1990s worsened the status of civic workers,
making it impossible to break caste-profession nexus, but recent regularisation has
given hope to break this chain.

1990 & dTg & fsiievur 3R Tfagrd® o 3 TR fH Hraial ot fRufd &) 3k TR o
gtﬂ, Wﬁ-ﬂmﬁﬁuaﬁﬁwﬁm@w,%mmmwmﬁ?ﬁsﬁ
Ieie |

After sustained struggle under AICTTU, Karnataka government implemented minimum wage
in 2017 and removed contractors in 2018, bringing pourakarmikas under direct payment
system of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike with assurance of permanency.

AICTTU & d8d TR Ty & 1, Hilcd IBR A 2017 H AW da- a1 fFHar 3k 2018
H SHERI P gCHI, URBIHSTH Bl §6& TGS WETR UTfrepT & W YrarT yorredt 7
TN 3R I TITA T BT My e

How to break the caste-'Fob nexus?

fa-ord 9y B A

=T SITY?

Most pourakarmikas feel regularisation and job security are crucial to break the caste-
profession nexus.

%&rf\w'm URSTHSE A § 6 fFrawa ok et gRam sfa-u=m wey & dre~ § ggayuf
I

It provides a safety net, protection against exploitation and discrimination, and
strengthens bargaining power needed for equality.

g YR ST, TNWOT 3R WeUTd & RIATE JRET USH FHRal § 3R JHHGT & fore smaxas
e e & Aolgd BT 7l

Under the earlier private contract system, pourakarmikas lacked minimum wages, safety
equipment, leave entitlements, compensation for injury/death, and other legally
mandated benefits.

Ugd & foreft wfaer yomrelt # ORGSR &) <gAaw da-, GI&T IUHUT, a1 AT,
ey P fore gamas, 3R 3/ ST ard el fiad 3

Such uncertainty hindered focus on health, children’s education, and breaking next-
generation caste-profession nexus.
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What should the DMK do?
DMK &\ TRIT BT A1ee?

e The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), rooted in social justice and caste annihilation,
must rethink the approach towards regularisation demand of conservancy workers.

%4 g HOH (DMK), S ATHTRTS <1 AR S1fd I=qa & semid 8, &l Iwrs
FHHARG Bt g &Y 7 & ufa 3= =f¥eivr gafdar & arigul

o Despite announcing various welfare measures, working under private contractors with job
insecurity will prevent breaking the caste-profession nexus.

Al FeaTureRl IURN 31 9o & dTase, el IFHeRT & I8d TIH SRIRET & Y ST
HRA I SAMA-URM JEY B A1 YU g1 HT |
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EXPLAINER

Rejuvenating cities: A fisherman casting his net into the backwaters, in Kochi. HVIBHU

Lessons for India: how Kerala is
tackling rapid urbanisation

As the first State-level urban commission in the country, the Kerala Urban Policy Commission’s report promises nothing less than a data revolution,

governance recalibration, identity revival, and finance empowerment

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
erala is a tapestry of villages
rippling into towns, of
backwaters, and midlands and
highlands woven together in a
living continuum. Capital cities and
hamlets bleed into each other, forming a
unique “rurban” landscape. Yet beneath
this tapestry lies a race against time —
urbanisation accelerating faster than
infrastructure and governance can keep
up, while climate stress lurks in floods,
landslides, coastal erosion, and
unpredictable weather. In response,
Kerala decided to tackle the problem
head-on with the Kerala Urban Policy
Commission.

What is the KUPC?

~ The Kerala Urban Policy Commission,

(KUPC) set in motion in December 2023,
was charged with designing a 25-year
urban roadmap that sees cities not as
concrete problems, but as organic,
climate-aware ecosystems. When the
KUPC handed its report to the State in
March 2025, the result was not a mild
adjustment — it was a structural reset. The
blueprint promised nothing less than a
data revolution, governance recalibration,
identity revival, and finance
empowerment — all tied together in one
bold vision.

Why was it needed?

By late 2023, Kerala was urbanising at a
pace well ahead of the national average.
Estimates projected an urban population
of over 80% by 2050 — a seismic shift in a
region where villages and towns
intermesh in a delicate mosaic.
Meanwhile, climate threats were
intensifying. Floods devastated
Ernakulam; landslides shattered hillsides;
and coastal zones reeled from sea-level
pressures. The gap between crisis and
planning was growing wide.

The cabinet’s December 2023
resolution to form the KUPC was a
calculated break from India’s centralised,
project-based urban model. It was a

political acknowledgement that Kerala
needed its own compass — tailored to its
place, history, and climate context. No
other State had taken such a leap.
Therefore, the KUPC became India’s first
State-level urban commission, signalling a
paradigm shift — from reactive fixes to
systemic thinking.

‘What were the recommendations of
the commission?

The commission conducted 33 deep-dive
studies, covering everything from
land-use patterns and water systems to
finance flows and civic health. It held 53
district-level stakeholder dialogues,
involving mayors, NGOs, unions, resident
associations, gig workers, and panchayat
members.

A 2,359-page final report, structured
around 10 thematic pillars, ranging from
climate readiness and finance to
well-being and identity, was submitted to
the State. The commission drew on
Census numbers, satellite imagery,
socio-economic realities, ecological
hazards, and Kerala’s lived “rurban”
character to deliver actionable insights
grounded in evidence and local narrative.

Some of the most important
recommendations of the KUPC report
submitted to the Chief Minister on March
30, 2025 include:

Climate and risk-aware zoning: Any
kind of urban planning must reflect
hazard mapping of landslides, coastal
inundation, flood zones etc. Thus,
planning becomes proactive, instead of
being reactive.

A digital data observatory: At the
Kerala Institute of Local Administration, a
real-time data nerve centre could collate
high-resolution Light Detection and
Ranging, and ground penetrating radar,
tide/water gauge, satellite and real-time
weather data. Thus, every municipality
gains a living intelligence feed.

Green fees and climate insurance:
Projects in eco-sensitive zones could
come with environmental levies (green
fees) which would fund urban resilience.
A parametric insurance model ensures
pre-approved payouts for disaster-prone
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areas.

Municipal and pooled bonds: While
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, and
Kozhikode, being bigger cities, could issue
municipal bonds, smaller towns would
use pooled instruments. Bond
subscriptions were even plugged into the
2024 interim Budget.

Governance overhaul: City cabinets,
led by mayors, could replace bureaucratic
inertia. Specialist cells (climate, waste,
mobility, law) with dedicated municipal
cadres should be formed. A “Inanashree”
program would recruit and deploy youth
tech talent.

Place-based economic revival:
Thrissur-Kochi is known as a FinTech
hub; Thiruvananthapuram-Kollam a
knowledge corridor; Kozhikode is known
as the city of literature; and Palakkad and
Kasaragod have been elevated to
smart-industrial zones.

Commons, culture, and care: The
report stressed the need to revive
wetlands, reactivate waterways and
preserve heritage zones. It also
recommended city health councils to
cater to migrants, students, gig workers.

Why is the report unique?

The KUPC highlighted a deeper
innovation: the fusion of local narratives
and data systems.

Commission members described how
fishermens’ ordeals with coastal
recession, youth-crafted water
conservation drives, or mobility woes
voiced by bazaar vendors — all became
structured into the urban data apparatus.
LIDAR maps now register tidal health
near fishing zones; municipal dashboards
carry community-generated indicators;
and city briefing templates reflect lived
stories. Rather than imposing “top-down
solutions,” policies were co-produced
with citizens, giving Kerala an urban
intelligence engine — a living, breathing
system where city systems absorb,
interpret and act on the emotional, lived
intelligence of local communities.

What distinguishes the KUPC isn’t one
big idea — it’s the collision of several
game-changing ones.
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The KUPC is the first State-level
commission built for sub-national realities
and not recycled from national
frameworks. In its report, climate
resilience is embedded and not appended
— every pillar integrates disaster
awareness. The report also calls for the
emancipation of public finance through
municipal bonds and green levies which
give local bodies fiscal agency.

It also re-defines governance from
passive bureaucracies to dynamic
election-led city cabinets, guided by
youth technocrats. Rich stories fuel data,
and data fuels policy, closing the feedback
loop between lived reality and
institutional action. Together, these
features dismantle silos — in planning,
finance, governance — and re-assemble
them into a 360° urban system.

Does it offer lessons for other States?
Kerala’s Urban Commission offers a
template with tangible takeaways for
other States — mandate a time-bound
commission; combine technical data with
lived experience and create dialogic
systems where citizen inputs are mapped
into data observatories; empower local
bodies with green levies, bonds, and risk
premiums; and insert youth and
specialists in governance.

What next?

The KUPC changed more than planning —
it rewired the DNA of how a State
conceives its cities and towns. It entwined
climate awareness, community narrative,
financial empowerment, digital
governance, and identity economy into a
living document-functional plan.

As the first such State-level commission
in the country, KUPC isn’t an end — it’s a
beginning. For Kerala, it’s a chance to
grow not just richer, but wiser; not just
bigger, but better; not just more urban,
but more human.

For others, it’s a call to action: urban
transformation isn’t a problem to solve.
It’s a story to be authored — together.

Tikender Singh Panwar is a Member of
the KUPC and a former deputy mayor,
Shimla.
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Lessons for India: how Kerala is tackling rapid
urbanisation

uwg%ﬁum:ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%‘r?‘(ﬁwaﬂwﬁﬁﬁrqa
el

e As the first State-level urban commission in the country, the Kerala Urban Policy
Commission’s report promises nothing less than a data revolution, governance
recalibration, identity revival, and finance empowerment.

3 A Ugel! o9 et SMANT & U H, Ba e uiteret st #Y Rulé oo w1
61 dfcth ST Hifd, ATHT YA:-Hge, Tea TTvaR, 3R faw axifdae o o1 aral &l ¢ |

Kerala Urban Policy Commission (KUPC)

P L HIfd TART (KUPC)

e Kerala is a tapestry of villages rippling into towns, backwaters, midlands, and
highlands, forming a living continuum.
I TiEl A W, Spaiex, rsdey 3R FIEdSH $1 UF dAH-aM1 &, ol U siad daddl
RIS

e Capital cities and hamlets merge to form a unique “rurban” landscape, but urbanisation is
accelerating faster than infrastructure and governance, with climate risks like floods,
landslides, coastal erosion, and unpredictable weather.

Wﬁgﬁﬁ@faﬁw% Sefe dTe, YF@E, Id1d HeTd 3R AR HH S STaarg
ﬂ:i SRR
o Kerala decided to tackle the problem with the Kerala Urban Policy Commission (KUPC).

HA - T T BT JHTYT B3I A i SRART (KUPC) & HTedH I v 1 Aol e

What is the KUPC?
KUPC T 82

¢ The Kerala Urban Policy Commission (KUPC) was set in motion in December 2023,
tasked with designing a 25-year urban roadmap viewing cities as climate-aware
ecosystems.

P e I SMTANT (KUPC) H1 faxiar 2023 & Y& fohan T T, 3961 H 25-a91a Rrgst
ASAY TIR T3 o, Ford TR ! Teaarg-aad uRfRUfas a5 & =9 & <1 T

o When the KUPC handed its report in March 2025, it proposed a structural reset, including

data revolution, governance recalibration, identity revival, and finance empowerment.

S KUPC 3 HTe 2025 & (a1 Raié ad, a‘rsﬂﬁwmwrfw ST pifd, IR
-GS, TS oS R faet SRITRIOT o1 UReTd 2l

Why was it needed?
Ug I ATITP UT?

e By late 2023, Kerala was urbanising faster than the national average, with projections of
urban population over 80% by 2050.

2023 F 3fd TP, P APIT S | doll A WGPd o 61 AT, 3R 3FAM U1 & 2050 T
TN SHTATET 80% ¥ SHfRUD BIfT|

e Climate threats were intensifying: floods in Ernakulam, landslides in hills, coastal
pressures.
Sdarg IR! § gis 81 @1 O vl | 91e, ugifsdl § ywaad, adig gard|

e The December 2023 cabinet resolution to form KUPC was a break from centralised,
project-based urban models, making Kerala India’s first State-level urban commission.
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KUPC 1 & fore faiar 2023 & Sfame fAvfa 3 $ftepa, ufvaismn-sneafia wed aisa 3
T 3R UeT foraT, 3R Hd 1 URA B! Ugell IsT-T¥Ig RSt AT 57 faa|

What were the recommendations of the commission?

STANT &t eI a2

The commission conducted 33 deep-dive studies covering land-use, water systems,

finance flows, civic health.

amn%rssn—ﬁarmqm, o f¥r ST, ST yoTett, ot warg, Amie warea wid
I

o 53 district-level stakeholder dialogues involved mayors, NGOs, unions, resident

associations, gig workers, and panchayat members.

53 ﬁmwﬁgx%ammﬁﬁuﬁ NGOs, gf-a-d, frary T, finT adh oz vamaa

ey e Y|

e A 2,359-page final report structured around 10 thematic pillars including climate
readiness, finance, well-being, and identity, using Census data, satellite imagery, socio-
economic realities, ecological hazards, and Kerala’s rurban character.

2,359 g1 Pt ifaw Rad o 10 Mafesr Wy SR Saarg 3, fam, weamn 3R uge=
T, 3R I o1 ¥ T it foar man
¢ Key recommendations submitted to Chief Minister on March 30, 2025:
TBTHAT B 30 AT 2025 1 TR T RIGIRR:
o Climate and risk-aware zoning: Urban planning must reflect hazard mapping of
landslides, coastal inundation, flood zones, making planning proactive.
wIeraTyg 3NR SEH-T=d WIS 63t dioHT § yR@aH, adid 91¢, 916 & BT Fael
A g1 A1, foras A aferd a1
o Digital data observatory: Kerala Institute of Local Administration to collate LiDAR,
ground-penetrating radar, tide/water gauge, satellite, and real-time weather
data, providing every municipality a living intelligence feed.
AYRITAT: PR AID YT IR F LiDAR, TATSS-UUIS T ISR,
TAR/STE TR TS, ITIE SR IRafad TUd WY ST &1 UH foar s, oy
B TR UIferenT B Holld gefereid Wis fHrd |

o Green fees and climate insurance: Projects in eco-sensitive zones may include
environmental levies (green fees) to fund urban resilience. A parametric
insurance model ensures pre-approved disaster payouts.

W W1 3R Saarg AT vafavur-dde=ia &=t & uRaersi § wafavor &
CF W) Tfird &) Ted €, S et aredienud (A &7 | v Riiifee St Atsa
GFAfA o ¢ [ smuer-yaur &=t & forg gd-wdigd e |

Municipal and Pooled Bonds

TR Uit 3R qd 9is

o While Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, and Kozhikode, being bigger cities, could issue
municipal bonds, smaller towns would use pooled instruments.

Ga%ﬁwqaw Pl 3R DI, TS YR A & A1, TR UIAPT 918 TR R b
%, B R TS SRACH B ST B

o Bond subscriptions were even plugged into the 2024 interim Budget.

I8 Tsufh A Y 2024 3Fdf¥H goie & ot Siier M)

Governqnce Overhaul
IR § YR

e City cabinets, led by mayors, could replace bureaucratic inertia.

e, fgw P Iqa ¥, NHIUTE STSal B 557 THa T
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o Specialist cells (climate, waste, mobility, law) with dedicated municipal cadres should be
formed.

T TR UTfRreT a3 & Y faRiwy e (Sraarg, FHaT, TfaRiiedr, &) &1 Fufor e
EIEICIHY
o A “Jnanashree” program would recruit and deploy youth tech talent.

«Fgfl” SR gar de-tat gfaut &1 udf ok a1 B

Place-based Economic Revival

RITH-3MeRa e ([Foar

o Thrissur-Kochi is known as a FinTech hub; Thiruvananthapuram-Kollam a knowledge
corridor; Kozhikode is known as the city of literature; and Palakkad and Kasaragod have
been elevated to smart-industrial zones.

PRR-odt o fiae® g9 & T F I A1 5; faea-idyRa-siead U@ Ads HINSR ©;
W@mwwm%ﬁmﬁmﬁwmm
I9d fpar T R

Commons, Cu[ture, and Care
T I, TP 3R S@uTa

e The report stressed the need to revive wetlands, reactivate waterways and preserve
heritage zones.

RO 7 dedgd Y gsitad, STAT & T: Afeha 3R faraa &= 3t wrfaa a7 &t
HTaIH AT R SR |
¢ It also recommended city health councils to cater to migrants, students, gig workers.

g e WA yRugl &1 it RIwiier &xdi § S yarel, 81, fRT abd o Ja1 B3|

Why is the Report Unique?

fearé aifgeita =i 82

e The KUPC highlighted a deeper innovation: the fusion of local narratives and data
systems.

KUPC 7 T% g3} TaTaR &1 I9TR fordr: R Syt 3R 21 Rived &1 fiygor)

¢ Commission members described how fishermen' s ordeals with coastal recession, youth-
crafted water conservation drives, or mobility woes voiced by bazaar vendors — all
became structured into the urban data apparatus.

TN & e = Tl S HY AGSRY Bt g & o Wi, gar-Fftfa sa e
S, o1 IR fasparsei gRT IoTE S nfaefiadr gwwre — g & wed ST dT d
TRfed fora T |

o LIDAR maps now register tidal health near fishing zones; municipal dashboards carry
community-generated indicators; and city briefing templates reflect lived stories.

39 LIDAR o Woeh Uwe & &5 & UTd SaRid Wl & ool $3a 8 TR YRt
éa:ﬁm%ﬁé'aﬁwm ST WA B 2 3R eR AfhT ey & e werfal fRers
I
e Rather than imposing “top-down solutions”, policies were co-produced with citizens,
giving Kerala an urban intelligence engine — a living, breathing system where city
systems absorb, interpret and act on the emotional, lived intelligence of local
communltles

“TY-BTST THTUTA” AN IR & qoId, il AFTRS! & a1y "g-fAfHa & 7, oy axa
B U WG geforold 5919 a1 — U sifaa, Wi A1 aren Rivew, et wgdt yonferat
g&lﬁuwrcﬁaﬂ YTGTH®, SHTST iU B TSI, ARG 3R Hraif<a
I
e What distinguishes the KUPC isn’t one big idea — it's the collision of several game-
changing ones.
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KUPC @1 3T %3 dTcl a1d $ad U 981 fIaR 8l § — U8 &S @d 9gaq a1 faar) &1
T g

The KUPC is the first State-level commission built for sub-national realities and not
recycled from national frameworks.

KUPC Ugell I1sg-F1a ST 2 S JuTgTa arafawarsit & Rig 3718 ¢ 2 ok it
aiEl @ gdiPpd T8 B

In its report, climate resilience is embedded and not appended — every pillar integrates
disaster awareness.

3ot Ruié o, Sreraryg WeA=iterdr & siel 11 7, 7 f dHaa I fosar mar — vl iy
HTUGT SRl JMHd § |

The report also calls for the emancipation of public finance through municipal bonds and
green levies which give local bodies fiscal agency.

RO TR urfereT 9 iR W9 Adie & T1oy 9 Ardwi-e faa 3t gfea ot ot i e g,
S =T e ot fasia el <t B

It also redefines governance from passive bureaucracies to dynamic election-led city
cabinets, guided by youth technocrats.

I8 T &) FAfera Aewndl @ nfazfta gaE-Aqa 9 TR Sfane § gadRuiia s
2, ot gar ae-Ha fadiwst g7 orfefia fasar s 71

Rich stories fuel data, and data fuels policy, closing the feedback loop between lived
reality and institutional action.

T $EI-al SeT ®I 9g1aT dt 8, 3R SeT A 3t gerar da1 8, < sfifda arafawar sik
TRINTT PIATS & §1d BISAP GU &I 98 HRT 8

Together, these features dismantle silos — in planning, finance, governance — and re-
assemble them into a 360° urban system.

1Y ey, 3 faxvart fet & digdt & — e, fae, IR — iR S T 360° W@
woTTel # g YA BRelt €1

Does it offer lessons for other States?

T 98 3G I & T 9P UG Har 22

Kerala’s Urban Commission offers a template with tangible takeaways for other States —
mandate a time-bound commission; combine technical data with lived experience and
create dialogic systems where citizen inputs are mapped into data observatories;
empower local bodies with green levies, bonds, and risk premiums; and insert youth and
specialists in governance.

IR B 3 FHIRM 37 I & AT S aP & TIY TH SHAC U Bl § —
UGS SATART &1 401 B3; dd-et a1 o siifad w%mmﬁ%aﬁ?mﬁrm
wwmwaﬁéaanﬁﬁzﬂﬁﬁﬁqmwé T el & fiF ad,
Tis 3R SR Mftraw 3 gwed s1¢; 3R gar iR faius & s & <nfie o |

What Next?
ST HT1?

The KUPC changed more than planning — it rewired the DNA of how a State conceives its
cities and towns.

KUPC = &ad YT 81 1ol 9aalt — I8 dad (44T fob Ueh XIed 31U+ Mgl 3R Heal o1
SAYTROT HY BT 3|

It entwined climate awareness, community narrative, financial empowerment, digital
governance, and identity economy into a living document-functional plan.

3 WAy ST, YreTe wdT, faxda axifden, fefitea mmm, stk vga=
YHTRIT H! TS Siifad GXaTdSl-HrATHD i1 § SieT

As the first such State-level commission in the country, KUPC isn’'t an end — it's a
beginning.

321 7 ugel U I ATRT & FY H, KUPC T 3id 78l § — T8 U o3 g
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e For Kerala, it's a chance to grow not just richer, but wiser; not just bigger, but better; not
just more urban, but more human.

A P 1T, T8 Had 4= TeT Sfceh Gergm gorT, Had g1 T8} afeh 9gar, pad et Tel
Ffeh AFadiad 1 HT AR g

e For others, it's a call to action: urban transformation isn’t a problem to solve.

3 I & RTE, I8 Uh RIS BT MG &: e uRadd &13 8 HRA g w1 81 g

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International
Relations
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C.P. Radhakrishnan elected Vice-President

The NDA nominee got 452 first preferential votes
against Opposition candidate who got 300 votes

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

aharashtra Gover-
M nor C.P. Radhak-
rishnan was elect-

ed the 17th Vice-President
of India on Tuesday by a
margin of 152 votes. The
Opposition fell short of its
own expected tally, even as
98.2% of the total electo-
rate, comprising members
of both Houses of Parlia-
ment, cast their ballot.

Mr. Radhakrishnan —
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance’s nominee —
got 452 first preferential
votes against the joint Op-
position candidate Justice
B. Sudershan Reddy, who
got 300 votes. Fifteen
votes were found to be in-
valid and 14 MPs abstained.

Including the strength
of both Houses, the full
electoral college comprises
788 electors. With six va-

cancies in the Rajya Sabha
and one in the Lok Sabha,
this tally was reduced to
781 for the election.

Out of this, 767 electors
cast their vote before the
polling closed at 5 p.m. Ra-
jya Sabha Secretary-Gener-
al P.C. Mody, the Returning
Officer for the election, an-
nounced the results.

Cross-voting

Though the Opposition de-
clared the final count a
“moral victory”, it still fell
short of its own estimated
strength of 324, despite
having managed to get
nearly all of its members to
vote. On the other hand,
the NDA and others
aligned with the govern-
ment, which had an pres-
sumed strength of 439,
seem to have managed an
additional 13 votes, indicat-
ing cross-voting from the
Opposition’s ranks.

While 14 MPs abstained, 15 votes were found to be
invalid; full electoral college comprises 788 electors

Comfortable victory

Radhakrishnan won by a margin of 152 votes, as 98.2% of the total
electorate, comprising both Houses of Parliament, cast their ballot

Full electoral college

ec] oo |

Present strength of electoral college

Number of ballots cast

15 (Invalid)

O [ty

First preferential votes secured
52 (C.P. Radhakrishnan) [t e tnial] h_
@ M

543(Ls)

e

542(Ls)

.P. Radhakrishnan

“Congratulations to Thi-
ru CP Radhakrishnan Ji on
winning the 2025 Vice Pre-
sidential election. His life
has always been devoted to
serving society and empo-
wering the poor and mar-
ginalised. I am confident
that he will be an outstand-
ing VP, who will strengthen
our Constitutional values

and enhance Parliamen-
tary discourse,” Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi post-
edonX.

Other senior Ministers
and BJP leaders also con-
gratulated Mr.
Radhakrishnan.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge extended
his wishes to Mr. Radhak-

rishnan, while also thank-
ing Justice Reddy for put-
ting up a “spirited and
principled fight” on behalf
of the Opposition. Calling it
an ideological battle, he
said, “We hope the new
Vice President-elect will
uphold the highest ethos of
Parliamentary traditions,
ensuring equal space and
dignity for the Opposition,
and not succumb to pres-
sures of the ruling
dispensation.”

In a concession state-
ment, Justice Reddy said
that he humbly accepted
the outcome. “Our democ-
racy is strengthened not by
victory alone, but by the
spirit of dialogue, dissent
and participation. I remain
committed, as a citizen, to
upholding the ideals of
equality, fraternity, and li-
berty that bind us together.
May our Constitution con-
tinue to be the guiding light

of our national life,” he
said.

In his first public re-
marks after the win, Mr.
Radhakrishnan said, “The
other side camp (opposi-
tion alliance) said that this
(election) is an ideological
fight, but from the voting
pattern, we understand
that the nationalistic ideol-
ogy has emerged victo-
rious” He said, “It is a vic-
tory for every Indian; we
all have to work together. If
we have to develop Viksit
Bharat by 2047, which
means we should not do
politics in everything, now
we will have to concentrate
on development.”

BJP leaders were quick
to claim that at least 15 Op-
position MPs had voted in
favour of Mr. Radhakrish-
nan. BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal
claimed that “nearly 40
Oppeosition MPs” had lis-
tened to the voice of their

Voting pattern shows that the nationalistic ideology
has emerged victorious, says Radhakrishnan

conscience and voted in
“some manner” in support
of the NDA candidate,
showing a wider accep-
tance for him. His asser-
tion of support from 40
Opposition MPs appeared
to include several invalid
votes.

Countering this claim,
Congress communications
chief Jairam Ramesh insist-
ed that the Opposition
stood united. “Its perfor-
mance has undeniably
been most respectable. Its
joint candidate Justice
(retd) B. Sudershan Reddy
secured 40% of the vote. In
2022, the Opposition had
received 26% of the vote in
the Vice Presidential Elec-
tions. The BJP’s arithmeti-
cal victory is really both a
moral and political de-
feat.,” he said on X.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 5

C.P. Radhakrishnan elected Vice-President

@Y. TP e IuRTyufa fAatfaa

C.P. Radhakrishnan elected Vice-President

.41, e IuRgufa faffad

The NDA nominee got 452 first preferential votes against Opposition candidate who got

300 votes

TASIE IFIEaR &1 452 YUYW Tgdr 9ie e Sefe fqueft Swiiear & 300 9e fira

While 14 MPs abstained, 15 votes were found to be invalid; full electoral college
comprises 788 electors

STgl 14 WiGGH A AaaH | Wew a1, 15 die sray ur 7g; gof Frafee dea 9 788 Aaara

e §

Voting pattern shows that the nationalistic ideology has emerged victorious, says

Radhakrishnan

HAGH UcH & Udl Ieid § fob rgare) faarymr faerd g5 8, T Urpw A el

Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan was elected the 17th Vice-President of India
on Tuesday by a margin of 152 votes

HERTY & Io9UTe U1.4Y. AUTHWH B1 YR & 173 SWIPUTT & U H HIAAR I 152
diel & iR ¥ 1 T

The Opposition fell short of its own expected tally, even as 98.2% of the total electorate,

comprising members of both Houses of Parliament, cast their ballot
faues st Sroféra Tem ¥ e X8 T, Jefe o fHafasdt 3 § 98.2%, S W¥g & gl Tl
& e §, 7 HagH far

¢ Mr. Radhakrishnan — the ruling National Democratic Alliance’s nominee — got 452 first
preferential votes against the joint Opposition candidate Justice B. Sudershan Reddy,
who got 300 votes
YTV — FIRSG AP SAAdIAD TS & IHIGAR — Dl 452 YYH T aie firdd
Safer Tgad faueft Sufiqar wiftew &, ge=ta Y8 &1 300 dte fra

* Fifteen votes were found to be invalid and 14 MPs abstained

Ugg e 3¢ UTT 77U 3R 14 Fi¥E| 1 AdeM ¥ W fhar

Page33

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

¢ Including the strength of both Houses, the full electoral college comprises 788 electors
2 et B W3 B R gt Fratae Tea & 788 el 81 2

¢ With six vacancies in the Rajya Sabha and one in the Lok Sabha, this tally was reduced to
781 for the election

ToaaHT & g Rfeat ik dieaun 8§ ve R g1 & $RU1, I8 Wen g9 & o 781 3@
T
e Out of this, 767 electors cast their vote before the polling closed at 5 p.m.

TTH Y 767 HACEISN 3 HagH XMH 5 99 HdeH JHIW 814 ¥ Ugd fobar

e Rajya Sabha Secretary-General P.C. Mody, the Returning Officer for the election,
announced the results

TSI P werafra 6.3, Jid, o g & e sifteer 8, 3 oot &t gwon ot

Crgss-voting
BIg-aieT

e Though the Opposition declared the final count a “moral victory”, it still fell short of its own
estimated strength of 324, despite having managed to get nearly all of its members to vote
graifer fauer 7 sifam ufvomy o) «Afaes fasra Farn, T ot a8 st sraAa 324 &t e
Y Ul X8 T, S I 30 ATHIT Gt HER Bl Haa & T IR & forar o1

¢ On the other hand, the NDA and others aligned with the government, which had an assumed
strength of 439, seem to have managed an additional 13 votes, indicating cross-voting from
the Opposition’s ranks
TR 3R, TASIT 3R PR I IS 3= &, et ST 439 &Y, IEH 3Mfaled 13
dle U fob, ot fuatt @A 3 si-aifer &1 Hobd ad ©

e “Congratulations to Thiru CP Radhakrishnan Ji on winning the 2025 Vice Presidential
election. His life has always been devoted to serving society and empowering the poor
and marginalized. | am confident that he will be an outstanding VP, who will strengthen
our Constitutional values and enhance Parliamentary discourse,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi posted on X
“2025 & IWTPUFA FATG H Sfid o e e W d. 1w it 1 9uTg | ST Sfia gasr
TUT AT R T 7 FIRT W ¥eA aral &) G=red g9 & fore gaffa w181 92 Ay @
f& a8 T IpE BN, O SR WAUTFS Yol F1 Aoigd H7) 3R IOty fausf &t
FETaT ¢71,” WUTHHAT % AT A Ta W Uie foan

e Other senior Ministers and BJP leaders also congratulated Mr. Radhakrishnan
3= afvg Tt SR HreTaT Aarai J of UTH W FHi FUrS &

e Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge extended his wishes to Mr. Radhakrishnan, while
also thanking Justice Reddy for putting up a “spirited and principled fight” on behalf of the
Opposition
BT AT ARTPTOT WS 7 AUTH W Bl YHHTHAT f 3R Ty & <aragfef ISt &1
fauer o1 Sk § <Seiel 3R At T8 Te & faw y=garg faan

e Calling it an ideological battle, he said, “We hope the new Vice President-elect will uphold
the highest ethos of Parliamentary traditions, ensuring equal space and dignity for the
Opposition, and not succumb to pressures of the ruling dispensation.”

3 J9T® ASTS 9aTd gU 3011 BT, “GH S B g 19 AU Faifrd SwIgafe wdi=
TR IWORTSH & SR & §1Y &7, faues &1 au= wu ok TR 371, oik weieg g
& GaTd | g1 S|

¢ In a concession statement, Justice Reddy said that he humbly accepted the outcome
S WeRife ga = &, arayfd Y8t 3 Ha1 f% a8 uRom &1 farudigds WeR #vd §

e “Our democracy is strengthened not by victory alone, but by the spirit of dialogue, dissent
and participation. | remain committed, as a citizen, to upholding the ideals of equality,
fraternity, and liberty that bind us together. May our Constitution continue to be the
guiding light of our national life,” he said
“BART AP Had oitd o &1 78] e TaTg, Fgafd 3R URiieRt it yra=n I Teigd gl
B T RS & ©T & H JHTET, UISAR 3R Tad=dT & TSN &1 591 1@ & ol Ufaag
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g, S 58 TP 91y §iYd § | SHRT AAUT gAY GAR AP SHa $T ARTGRIS YT §1 33,
3B Pl

In his first public remarks after the win, Mr. Radhakrishnan said, “The other side camp
(opposition alliance) said that this election is an ideological fight, but from the voting
pattern, we understand that the nationalistic ideology has emerged victorious.”
ST & 918 3T Ugd WTaSI-ds §aT H TUTHT - BT, ‘o) IR 1 9 (Fyueht mederm) 3
% & I8 gTa U JuTR® WSTS €, A Hera Jei A gdf qwer & 31ar @ o agard)
faRyRT faerft gS B 1

He said, “It is a victory for every Indian; we all have to work together. If we have to develop
Viksit Bharat by 2047, which means we should not do politics in everything, now we will
have to concentrate on development.”

IBI FEl, U8 B YR B Siid ; 89 T &1 FTHR HTH BT 8111 3FR §H 2047 T
o fra URa ST 8, 0 SUST Taad ¢ o g8 gR dil | Irerifd 8] SR aTiey, 3d gd
fasTa W s Ffga s g

BJP leaders were quick to claim that at least 15 Opposition MPs had voted in favour of Mr.
Radhakrishnan

wﬁmﬁﬁ@amm%mﬁm 15 fauelt |G A AUTFWE & U ¥ TaaH
BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal claimed that “nearly 40 Opposition MPs had listened to the voice

of their conscience and voted in some manner in support of the NDA candidate, showing a
wider acceptance for him

YTSTUT HiRIG Hord S aTd - ral fd1 {5 “am 40 fageht |ivrel = ot siarren &t
Jmarst g7 SR forddt 7 foreft i & wadie Sufiear & wad= o adeH foan, St 3% ufa
ATYP Wipia Bl 2iar e’

His assertion of support from 40 Opposition MPs appeared to include several invalid votes

40 faueht Tl & T9dT &1 IHT a1 F Y AYel B |t A HRaT g Ul gt §

Countering this claim, Congress communications chief Jairam Ramesh insisted that the
Opposition stood united

3 214 H1 WS FXd gU PN VIR W TORTH 0T A AR ¢an el & faue Toge
“Its performance has undeniably been most respectable. Its joint candidate Justice (retd) B.
Sudershan Reddy secured 40% of the vote. In 2022, the Opposition had received 26% of
the vote in the Vice Presidential Elections. The BJP’s arithmetical victory is really both a
moral and political defeat,” he said on X

“IGHT TR Fice o TS 61 |1 ST Igad SHicaR =arawfd (Jarfgw) .
G Y31 1 40% dte BRI fobu 2022 § IwRTyfa gATa H fauer o1 26% die fird 31 Wrera
B T e araa § AR ik Teife® gR 8, I8 TR W FEl
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Three soldiers killed as
avalanche hits Army base
camp in Siachen of Ladakh

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three Army personnel,
two of them Agniveers,
were killed after an ava-
lanche struck a base camp
in the Siachen sector of La-
dakh on Sunday.

The avalanche hit the
camp located at an altitude
of around 12,000 feet,
trapping the soldiers un-
der snow. A rescue opera-
tion was immediately
launched, but all three sol-
diers lost their lives. The
bodies were later reco-
vered, officials said.

In a tribute posted on X,
the Indian Army’s Fire and
Fury Corps said: “GOC,
Fire and Fury Corps and
All Ranks salute Sepoy Mo-
hit Kumar, Agniveer Niraj
Kimar Chondharv and Ag-

S Sy Bt 44 S ‘_ At
= T T$Ret y o -
e e S O A

SO T -
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¢ 4
- - v L

Siachen presents challenges for troops with incidents of avalanche
and severe weather conditions posing risks to soldiers. AN

niveer Dabhi Rakesh De-
vabhai, who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the line
of duty in #Siachen on 09
Sep 2025, and offer deep
condolences to the be-
reaved families in this hour
of grief”

Siachen, the world’s
highest battlefield, pre-
sents extreme challenges
for troops, with incidents
of avalanche and severe
weather conditions posing
constant risks to soldiers
denloved in the region.

Three soldiers killed as avalanche hits Army base camp in
Siachen of Ladakh

e & Rafeq § 991 & 99 $U R ffawaed, €9 saM

N

e Three Army personnel, two of them Agniveers, were killed after an avalanche
struck a base camp in the Siachen sector of Ladakh on Sunday
& A= f, 77 T 31 RIdR 2, AR &) aEre & Rafas e & R I FUwR
fereEad o 3 wéle 81 MY
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o The avalanche hit the camp located at an altitude of around 12,000 feet, trapping the
soldiers under snow

feraeT 3 T 12,000 WiE B FHa1E W UG S & gHfad fvar, SR srar 9 &
RIEECRI

o Arescue operation was immediately launched, but all three soldiers lost their lives
TEd ST 31 gRa IR a1 T, A1 i1 Srari @1 S 81 gars off Jat

e The bodies were later recovered, officials said
I1al D1 916 | SR1HG foar T, sifreTial = sar

¢ In a tribute posted on X, the Indian Army’s Fire and Fury Corps said: “GOC, Fire and
Fury Corps and All Ranks salute Sepoy Mohit Kumar, Agniveer Niraj Kumar Choudhary
and Agniveer Dabhi Rakesh Devabhai, who made the supreme sacrifice in the line of
duty in #Siachen on 09 Sep 2025, and offer deep condolences to the bereaved families
in this hour of grief.”

TR (X) R <1 T3 ygioiier § HRET I B BRR T8 WS S1Ri 3 Hal: S, B ts

TP B R w9t ¥ Rurg) difea Fur, R ive FaR @i’ ik Sifirdiz anft

BT ATUTS H! JATH HYd 7, 217 09 Ridar 2025 & #Ryfe o oy ure #3d §¢

;ﬁaaﬁ?ﬂq%m 3R 39 WMo F g § Wi Haw uRaR & Ufd T HaeTd ouad Hed
I”

e Siachen, the world’s highest battlefield, presents extreme challenges for troops, with
incidents of avalanche and severe weather conditions posing constant risks to soldiers
deployed in the region
R, <t g &1 Ted a1 gsad §, 99 9al & fig sraftre geifaail TRgd R g,
et ferga ok HaRR waw uRfRufagi d9ma el & fou avmar @ar 3+ 6 @

Sia Chen Glacier

e For this sub-topic notes handout will be uploaded.

o Ambiguous text of the Karachi Agreement. The fixation of the NJ9842. Beyond that,
the ceasefire line moved northwards.

o Saltoro ridge

o For Pakistan, the points move northeast and meet the Karakoram Pass.

o Indian Government alleged that Pakistan is adopting Orographic politics and
Cartographic aggression.

o Shimla Agreement reiterated the Karachi agreement.

o Sia Chen is known as the third pole of the world. It is the largest non-polar glacier.

o Itis the source of the Nubra and Shyok rivers.

o Sia Chen g is located in the eastern Karakoram range. It is the world’s highest
battlefield.

« Through Operation Meghdoot India captured Sia Chen.

o By capturing the Sia Chen Glacier India can prevent pincer attacks. It is also situated at
the strategic altitude.

» However, the cost of occupation of Sia Chen Glacier is very high. More army men have
been died due to Harsh climate as compared to the enemy bullet.

o Thus military utility of the Sia-Chen is debated.

o Stephen P Cohen: Compare dispute for the Sia Chen as two bald men fighting for the
comb.

o Sia Chen is source of Nubra abd Shyok river which as tributaries of the Indus. It has
very unique climatic and ecological characteristic.
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Former PM Manmohan Singh suggested converting the Sia-Chen into a mountain of
Peace. It should be used as a scientific experiment by both countries.
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INDIA gathers flock for poll,
but fails to keep it together

NDA gets 13 votes more than its strength in two Houses, suggesting cross-voting; Opposition claims

that out of 315 votes it expected, 300 were cast for its candidate, while 15 votes were invalidated

So!ga ! Hmr

NEW DELHI

onsidering the
C arithmetic in both

the Houses, the out-
come of the Vice-Presiden-
tial election was foretold.
The goal for the Opposition
was thus to ensure that its
candidate, Justice B. Suder-
shan Reddy (retd.), man-
aged to reduce the BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance nominee C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan’s victory
margin.

Despite the best efforts,
chinks in Opposition unity
were exposed, with calcu-
lations indicating that the
NDA got at least 13 votes
more than its strength in
the two Houses. The NDA
MPs and those aligned to
the government total 439.
Mr. Radhakrishnan got 452
votes.

Despite the fact that
there was no whip in the
Vice-Presidential polls, the
Opposition managed to get
all its members to cast
their ballot.

Underscoring the im-
portance of the election,
two Trinamool Congress
Lok Sabha members — Su-
dip Bandhopadhyay and
Saugata Roy — came to vote
despite being ill. Many MPs
who were abroad, such as

INDIA gathers flock for poll, but fails to keep it together

Congress MP and Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, and DMK leader Kanimozhi during the Vice-Presidential polls. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR, ANI

the Congress’s Lok Sabha
members Imran Masood,
who was in Medina, and
Ve. Vaithilingam, who was
in the U.S., and Rajya Sab-
ha member Imran Pratap-
garhi, who was in Austra-
lia, returned to vote.

The Congress had ap-
pointed 10 coordinators to
track down each MP and
ensure 100% attendance.
By 2 p.m., the majority of
the Opposition members
had voted. Frantic calls
were placed to the few re-
maining who had not
turned up till then, includ-
ing the newly elected Rajya

Sabha member Kamal Haa-
san. Many regular absen-
tees such as Aam Aadmi
Party’s Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Harbhajan Singh made
a rare appearance.

Till minutes before the
results were announced,
the Opposition was expect-
ing at least 315 votes.

At 5.14 p.m., Congress
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
posted on X, “The opposi-
tion has stood united. All of
its 315 MPs have turned up
for voting. This is an un-
precedented 100% tur-
nout.”

Going by this claim, the
Opposition still fell short of
15 votes. One Opposition
leader said that all the 15
votes that were invalidated
for various reasons were
Opposition votes, while
another speaking on con-
dition of anonymity did
not rule out cross-voting.
“While most of the invali-
dated votes may have been
due to inadvertent error on
part of the MPs, some we
suspect were also deliber-
ate,” he said.

Each party is now busy
claiming that it had no
cross-voters in its camp.
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19 & 1T INDIA A Serar 99 dS, afeh Tesedr a91¢ I+
H A1
o NDA gets 13 votes more than its strength in two Houses, suggesting cross-voting;

Opposition claims that out of 315 votes it expected, 300 were cast for its candidate, while
15 votes were 'invaligla'ted ‘ .
TS ! 1 Fel # U=t arehd | 13 die s4ar1eT fird, St hi9-aifesr o1 Tobd &d §; fauer
BT graT § & 3 315 die fien of 3ufi ff, 58 3 300 3UF IWicar &t fird, swfe 15
die W=y Tiftd frw Tu

e Considering the arithmetic in both the Houses, the outcome of the Vice-Presidential election
was foretold
I Fel & SO Pl 3T gU, SURTEUTd YHTa 1 URUTH Ugel & T HIHT Sff 367 U1

o The goal for the Opposition was thus to ensure that its candidate, Justice B. Sudershan
Reddy (retd.), managed to reduce the BJP-led NDA nominee C.P. Radhakrishnan’s
victory margin

fauer &1 Aeg a8 AT BT o1 foh ITHT SHIGaR =] . Wi‘g"r(ﬁmﬁﬁ)
YTSIUT Aqgcd a1 TS 1Y Iufigar . dt. UTpWH $i it &1 3R 7 I 9

e Despite the best efforts, chinks in Opposition unity were exposed, with calculations
indicating that the NDA got at least 13 votes more than its strength in the two Houses
TAAY YA & Sracie, fauer #t uwar § IR I 312, 3R TUET ¥ Tavd e f g @l
G el | Ul dihd A H ¥ A 13 9 Tl i

e The NDA MPs and those aligned to the government total 439
TSI Hive! 3R WHR A TS AN B! e TS 439 §

e Mr. Radhakrishnan got 452 votes
RTYTPHO B 452 dte et

e Despite the fact that there was no whip in the Vice-Presidential polls, the Opposition
managed to get all its members to cast their ballot
gIaife SIRTYUfe goTa & H1E fRu ot 76t o, fauer 3 o= @it wewd & AaeH F=am &
HH T BTl bl

o Underscoring the importance of the election, two Trinamool Congress Lok Sabha members
— Sudip Bandhopadhyay and Saugata Roy — came to vote despite being ill
%ﬁ%n@aaﬁww T, TONA BIUE & AGHAHT TG — FEIU STy 3R

W@ﬁ%wnﬁaﬁ%m MY

e Many MPs who were abroad, such as the Congress’s Lok Sabha members Imran
Masood, who was in Medina, and Ve. Vaithilingam, who was in the U.S., and Rajya Sabha
member Imran Pratapgarhi, who was in Australia, returned to vote
o< R § Hivg Wive, 99 B9 S ASaU TG HRH G, o 7T A 9, IR L,
AT, St 3ART F 3, TUT ISTTAT AT SHRT WATHTE, S Siiveferar § 3, AdgH dA
¥ R

e The Congress had appointed 10 coordinators to track down each MP and ensure 100%
attendance
BT - 10 THGID] B! Y a1 AT AT TP TG D gadbR 100% Iureufa I
DI b

e By 2 p.m., the majority of the Opposition members had voted
TIUgR 2 99 a@, fauelt Jewl &1 s Ade™ &R g ot

e Frantic calls were placed to the few remaining who had not turned up till then, including the
newly elected Rajya Sabha member Kamal Haasan
S 95 3 b o 3 U, 378 ¥ $© &I, 56 ¢ Haffad Isaaur e wua gra- off
M 3, IR-GR BIF Sid fHy 7T

e Many regular absentees such as Aam Aadmi Party’s Rajya Sabha member Harbhajan
Singh made a rare appearance
%3 fFrafta srgufRua Jew, SR fo 3y & IsaqHT Tex gy Rig, 7 1w gug a1
SufRfa oot B8

www.patrioticias.in

Page40

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o Till minutes before the results were announced, the Opposition was expecting at least 315

votes

oo 9ifd 8 ¥ $3 e ugd o, fauel & 9 d 1 315 die e ot sufig O

o At5.14 p.m., Congress general secretary (communications) Jairam Ramesh posted on

X, “The opposition has stood united. All of its 315 MPs have turned up for voting. This is an

unprecedented 100% turnout.”
P AT (TYAR) STARTH YA - TR (X) TR URe {1, “[qug Tahgje T
@11 5% Tt 315 WA AdeM & o Ugd | T8 Udh 3UaYd 100% Iuffa 17

e Going by this claim, the Opposition still fell short of 15 votes
& TR, faues {5 ot 15 ate w0 @ ™

e One Opposition leader said that all the 15 votes that were invalidated for various reasons
were Opposition votes

MM 5.14 Fo

U fauelt Adr 3 we1 & R_fYy sRu T M= Tifva fe e g+t 15 gic, faugr F aic &

e While another speaking on condition of anonymity did not rule out cross-voting
IE T 3 T, g1 U Y64 1 Xdl R §1d &1, = Id-aiedT I SADR ol [l

o “While most of the invalidated votes may have been due to inadvertent error on part of the
MPs, some we suspect were also deliberate,” he said

BT UGB AT dle Fide! BI A H §5 Tad! b HRUI G I&hd §, ADH FS
SR I fbT 7Y 3" I Bl
o Each party is now busy claiming that it had no cross-voters in its camp

31d BR UTCY g ST B § T g% © [ 3P TF § BIY pig-dlex el

Governors must act as true guides and philosophers to States, says CJI Gavai

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, heading a five-judge
Presidential Reference
Bench, observed on Tues-
day that Governors must
act as “true guides and phi-
losophers” to State govern-
ments. He agreed with the
Kerala government that the
working relationship bet-
ween the two constitution-
al authorities must be
“collaborative”.

Senior advocate K.K. Ve-
nugopal, representing Ker-
ala, suggested that the Go-
vernors of States ruled by
non-NDA parties, such as
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pun-
jab, Telangana and West
Bengal, learn from their
counterparts in States
ruled by the BJP and its al-
lies, where Bills are grant-
ed assent without delay.

“Governors must deal

with Bills ‘as soon as possi-
ble’ and not ‘as soon as
convenient’,” Mr. Venugo-
pal, assisted by advocate
C.K. Sasi for the State,
submitted.

In its written submis-
sions, Kerala said that eight
Bills presented to its Gover-
nor had remained pending
for periods between seven
and 23 months.

“There are as many as
28 States and three Union
Territories with Legislative
Assemblies. Except for five
States, i.e. Punjab, Telanga-
na, West Bengal, Tamil Na-
du and Kerala, 26 of the
State governments or Un-
ion Territories had not
gone to court complaining
about the withholding of
assent for long periods.
This would mean that the
legislatures and the Gover-
nors are ad idem [in agree-
ment] in regard to the Bills
becoming law. Hence, any

approach to the function-
ing of the Governor cannot
be on the basis that the Go-
vernor is an adversary of
the legislature, but, on the
other hand, the example
set by the other 26 Gover-
nors should be treated as
the norm,” Mr. Venugopal
submitted.

‘Will create dyarchy”

Senior advocate Gopal
Subramanium, for Karna-
taka, said that giving Go-
VErnors expansive powers
would create a dyarchy - a
government with two inde-
pendent authorities — in a
State. “The repository of
real power in a parliamen-
tary democracy is the legis-
lature in its role as the re-
presentatives  of  the
people... Allowing Gover-
nors power to exercise his
discretion in all his func-
tions would render nation-
al elections a numerical ex-

# @

Time after time, this court
has laid down timelines.

% But such orders only becarme fodder

- for maore litigation. Take a look at
. the medical admission cases. We fix

~ dmelines for admission every year.

ercise in  expensive
futility,” Mr. Subramanium
submitted.

Mr. Venugopal argued
that the Governor must not
act as an adversary. He is,
in an actual sense, inti-
mately a part of the State
Legislature. “He is as much
interested in the success of
State Bills, which are for
the welfare of the people,”
he submitted.

Specific deadlines
The Bench is hearing a Pre-

The next year. applications are
filed to extend the timeline

JUSTICE P.S. NARASIMHA
Supreme Courr judge

sidential Reference on
whether timelines to deal
with State Bills can be im-
posed on Governors and
the President. The Refe-
rence followed the Su-
preme Court’s judgment in
a case against the Tamil Na-
du Governor on April 8,
which declared three-
month deadlines for Go-
vernors and the President
to decide the fate of the
Bills placed before them
for assent or considera-
tion, respectively, under

Articles 200 and 201.

Senior advocate Arvind
Datar questioned why the
court must be content with
requesting the Governors
to act on Bills within a “rea-
sonable time”.

“Why should Your Lord-
ships keep the timelines
vague by saying ‘do this
within a reasonable time’?
The Supreme Court must
specify — three months, six
months. By fixing specific
timelines, the court gives
complete clarity and cer-

tainty,” Mr. Datar
submitted.
‘Wrangling on timelines

Justice P.S. Narasimha on
the Bench referred to in-
stances in the past when
the court had specified ti-
melines, especially in med-
ical admission cases, only
to end up with more
litigation.

“Time after time, this

court has laid down time-
lines. But such orders only
became fodder for more li-
tigation. Take a look at the
medical admission cases.
We fix timelines for admis-
sion every year. The next
year, applications are filed
to extend the timeline,”
Justice Narasimha told Mr.
Datar.

Noting that the Refe-
rence Bench was interpret-
ing the Constitution, the
senior counsel said that the
interpretation must help
the Constitution work bet-
ter.

The Governor, State le-
gislature, and the Union
government are all compo-
nents of governance, he
said, warning that if one
component acted truant
by delaying assent to Bills,
the whole system of gover-
nance would crumble.

Mr. Datar said that if the
Supreme Court could

weave the principle of sub-
stantive due process (pro-
tection of fundamental
rights from government
abuse) into the Constitu-
tion, it could very well read
timelines into Articles 200
and 201.

The State of Telangana,
represented by senior ad-
vocate S. Niranjan Reddy,
submitted that the adviso-
1y jurisdiction of the top
court under Article 143 was
not restricted by the sepa-
ration of powers.

“Acting under the advi-
sory jurisdiction, the Su-
preme Court, which is an-
swering the President’s
questions, can give a col-
lective opinion that the
President/Governor must
follow a three-month time-
line. Though only an opi-
nion of the Supreme Court
under Article 143, it still
has great persuasive va-
lue,” Mr. Reddy submitted.

Governors must act as true guides and philosophers to
States, says CJI Gavai

T & fore IrsuTel @) 9= Anfesie ok erifre Y ae
HTd HAT AN, A3 TS BT HeT 8

o Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, heading a five-judge Presidential Reference Bench,
observed on Tuesday that Governors must act as “true guides and philosophers” to State
governments. He agreed with the Kerala government that the working relationship between
the two constitutional authorities must be “collaborative”.

m%g@m@ﬂmd’r.w\r.mﬁ,a‘ruﬁaﬁaﬂ;guﬁmﬁﬂawﬁaaaﬂ@aﬁ
TR &1 B8l {3 ISUTE! ol I PRI & T “I= Aniexi® iR erifAe o) avs &
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FHAT AU IR B WRPR Y JgHfdl oIdTs b a1 ST Wil & oig s ey
“HEANTIS” BT A

Senior advocate K.K. Venugopal, representing Kerala, suggested that the Governors of
States ruled by non-NDA parties, such as Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Punjab, Telangana and
West Bengal, learn from their counterparts in States ruled by the BJP and its allies, where
Bills are granted assent without delay.

Iy Siftraaar &.%. JuEUTE, S Hva &1 vfaffia &= 3@ 3, 3 gaa o fs R-gadig
TR IS4l S aRYerTg, $R9, U, AT SR Uiy S e & IsauTel & 9 real 3
Trg ot F1f3T STeT UTeTdT 3R SuP AgARR HT MR §, iR Tl fadas! o e 3 &
ToRd & e B

“Governors must deal with Bills ‘as soon as possible’ and not ‘as soon as convenient’,”
Mr. Venugopal, assisted by advocate C.K. Sasi for the State, submitted.

IreauTe i fadaet & Rt st 81 9% e @ifge ok A& % e glaumre
g, ot qUITIITe =1 Isg & forg siftraaar 1., Wit 31 Jgrar 3 wRqd foar|

In its written submissions, Kerala said that eight Bills presented to its Governor had
remained pending for periods between seven and 23 months.

30 TIRIT TR0 §, HRe A gl [ I IaquTd &1 U 8176 I8 ard & 23 7
a dfad @

“There are as many as 28 States and three Union Territories with Legislative Assemblies.
Except for five States, i.e. Punjab, Telangana, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, 26 of
the State governments or Union Territories had not gone to court complaining about the
withholding of assent for long periods.

“28 154 3R A Fgr 2RI ve=r fyurraual & Ty § | i weat S Ueid, aw T, ufdm
ST, TS IR R B SIS, 26 5T TSR] U1 B AT Y270 3 of8 T qb
mﬁﬁﬁﬁméﬂ%ﬂz 3feTed 1 ST ) WewerT|”

This would mean that the legislatures and the Governors are ad idem [in agreement] in
regard to the Bills becoming law. Hence, any approach to the functioning of the Governor
cannot be on the basis that the Governor is an adversary of the legislature, but, on the other
hand, the example set by the other 26 Governors should be treated as the norm,” Mr.
Venugopal submitted.

g1 3 g o AU UTE 3R IsauTd 39 919 WR e dd 8 f& fadus &1 591 =g |
3T, ISUTA & HHBIS & Ufd PIs Hf BP0 3T YR TR 8! g1 AT [ IrsauTe
faurayT &1 faRieh 8, afed guRt 3iR, 3T 26 ISUUTA! GRT AT ISTER0N HI AFS AT

AT AR, o UFTIITE = U foa |

‘Will create dyarchy’
FURIC RS 1§

Senior advocate Gopal Subramanium, for Karnataka, said that giving Governors
expansive powers would create a dyarchy — a government with two independent
authorities — in a State.

afvg siftraear Mura Gauforaw, S eAfed &1 Ul HR 6 3, A Hal [ Isaural ot
IS fFai & U TH g AT — AT &1 Wi WU arelt TWHR — I & 99
ST

“The repository of real power in a parliamentary democracy is the legislature in its role
as the representatives of the people... Allowing the Governor's power to exercise his
discretion in all his functions would render national elections a numerical exercise in
expensive futility,” Mr. Subramanium submitted.

TS Ao B IRafd® Wfed BT T AU HT §, ST SufafaiRry o YHer Hurd
g... TguTe @t 3a= gt St | faderda wfea 31 3 wgia gAe w8 sk =y
AP T 5 ST ot oo = U foan

Mr. Venugopal argued that the Governor must not act as an adversary. He is, in an actual
sense, intimately a part of the State Legislature.

ot qupTTe 3 I foan f Ieaura &Y faRieht & & u § & 98w afge| arad |, 98
Ty fayrrisa &1 Sifirg fR=m B
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“He is as much interested in the success of State Bills, which are for the welfare of the
people,” he submitted.

;@mﬂwﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬁddﬂﬁ%ﬁwd &, Sl STTaT & PedTor & 7T 7, Sl Udd
|

Specific deadlines

fafdry guaefiane

The Bench is hearing a Presidential Reference.
te T uyufa dgu 1 gars $ I 8
Timelines for Governors and President to act on State Bills

d fIdge] W SRars o3 & g Iegura 3R yufa & forg wwafian

Presidential Reference on whether timelines to deal with State Bills can be imposed on
Governors and the President.

gt e 39 91 R & 1 Ty fadue! ) S1RaTs $3A 9 auaHE Isgum 3R
AP TR AN B &1 Fhell 3

The Reference followed the Supreme Court’s judgment in a case against the Tamil Nadu
Governor on April 8, which declared three-month deadlines for Governors and the
President to decide the fate of the Bills placed before them for assent or consideration,
respectively, under Articles 200 and 201.

7g Jgd gifiu #1¢ F fofa &1 srgeR0 wrar 8, o affrasTg & TsauTa & AT 8 st
&1 AU TTC U wreet 7 3 o, forgH Irsadret SfR gt & g i #EA 9 wwefta @
31 T3 ft a1 3 fadaet & wa &1 fofa e e, S 39 JHe depdl a1 faar & e srg@e

200 3% 201 P TG U T 7T 3|
Senior advocate Arvind Datar questioned why the court must be content with requesting the
Governors to act on Bills within a “reasonable time”.

afvg srftraeat srfde SraR = Yard Ior1 & sierad w39 a1d ¥ gy 81 & Isgural §
IR R FRAS HA & T daa “Sfaa awa & orRiy far S|

“Why should Your Lordships keep the timelines vague by saying ‘do this within a
reasonable time’?

“3TUDH AIGTdT THAHT DI 3RUY Fil IW Jg Hedh: & T IFId 90 § 2

The Supreme Court must specify — three months, six months. By fixing specific
timelines, the court gives complete clarity and certainty,” Mr. Datar submitted.

gHH HId BT WY H31 d1fet — o9 g, B8 e | Al Jweftar 9 &34 9, semed
T8 wpar ok Ff¥aen 3t 8, oft TR = v o

Wrangling on timelines

R

Justice P.S. Narasimha on the Bench referred to instances in the past when the court had
specified timelines, especially in medical admission cases, only to end up with more
litigation.

e & =arayfd dt.o9. TRRweT 7 3t B ge1sil &1 Iy a1 o9 Srgrad - quaiiT
Fruffva @1 9, e fRifeer waz amal &, ok 33 it gagnarsit g3l

“Time after time, this court has laid down timelines. But such orders only became
fodder for more litigation.

“FR-GR, 39 3ETad 7 THIRIATE 79 &1 §1 Afp TR e Fad 3R e gargharsht
DT PRUT I T |

Take a look at the medical admission cases.

fRifeear wa=r arwel &1 ¢4

We fix timelines for admission every year.

B & U1 yawr & g gt au #wd 7

Next year, applications are filed to extend the timeline,” Justice Narasimha told Mr. Datar.
AT T, FHIHHT 9™ & f emde aifla fpe oimd 8 =magfd RRwer 3 ft gar @
el

Noting that the Reference Bench was interpreting the Constitution, the senior counsel
said that the interpretation must help the Constitution work better.
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U 1 B Alc HRd gU fob weH Ui Adfaeum 3t saren o= 3@ of, Iy sifiaadr = we1 fe
T & AU P dgaR &7 A S 3 § Heg A ariRul

The Governor, State legislature, and the Union government are all components of
governance, he said, warning that if one component acted truant by delaying assent to
Bills, the whole system of governance would crumble.

35 Fel for T, Ie9 fyurHsd ok Fx IWeR T ;M & ged §, Ida-T od §U
% af T g fadad! ot dedt & 8 HXP HTH AT BT, A R AR 6 €8 S|
Mr. Datar said that if the Supreme Court could weave the principle of substantive due
process (protection of fundamental rights from government abuse) into the Constitution, it
could very well read timelines into Articles 200 and 201.

i TAR A Fe1 6 afe glta i Tl e ulithar & Rigia (ReR! geuan 3 fifas
mﬁzm)ﬁ#ﬁmﬁmﬁawwé, 0 98 3¢ 200 3R 201 H FHAHAT WiE
ghdl gl
The State of Telangana, represented by senior advocate S. Niranjan Reddy, submitted

that the advisory jurisdiction of the top court under Article 143 was not restricted by the
separation of powers.

Sftraear Ta. e ¥S1 gR1 ufafAfie@ fow U e a3 TRgd fan i ergede
143 & ded Fdel <ATTad BT URIRT SATUGR UfRT Guanhor gRT Hiftd 8 2|
“Acting under the advisory jurisdiction, the Supreme Court, which is answering the
President’s questions, can give a collective opinion that the President/Governor must
follow a three-month timeline.

“mﬂ&hﬁm%mﬁmﬁy,gﬂnaﬁé,ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%uﬁmw%w%?Ts’
AHfe® I § WHdT 3 & APUfARTSIUTd o fiF 7814 $1 THIHHAT ST UTa ST a1fg ¢

Though only an opinion of the Supreme Court under Article 143, it still has great
persuasive value,” Mr. Reddy submitted.

BT I8 Had TG 143 & Tgd A PIE B I B, Afeb 3THT aga S4fUs R A
2. ot ¥ 3 v o
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QEGS Il: Election I
Decisive step
Including Aadhaar as 12th document for

voter verification is significant

he Supreme Court of India’s decisive in-

tervention, ordering the Election Com-

mission of India (ECI) to include the Aad-
haar card as one of the 12 valid documents for the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Bihar’s electo-
ral rolls, is vital course correction. It is a resound-
ing victory for the fundamental right to vote, reaf-
firming the principle that procedural rigidity
must not disenfranchise lakhs of eligible citizens.
The ECI adopted questionable reasoning, insist-
ing that Aadhaar was merely proof of residency,
not citizenship, and was, therefore, inadmissible.
The Court rightly dismantled this argument by
pointing out the glaring inconsistency: if nine of
the other 11 documents, save for a passport or
birth certificate, do not conclusively prove citi-
zenship, why single out Aadhaar for exclusion?
The Court also said that Aadhaar could be used
subject to verification of its authenticity. This jud-
icial clarity was urgently needed. Empirical evi-
dence demonstrates that excluding Aadhaar,
which is held by nearly 90% of Bihar’s popula-
tion, in favour of documents such as passports
(held by a mere 2%) and others, would have
created insurmountable barriers for a vast num-
ber of genuine voters, particularly among the
poor and the marginalised. The ECI’s rushed SIR
exercise had already resulted in the exclusion of
over 65 lakh electors from the draft roll. A statisti-
cal analysis by The Hindu of this exclusion reveals

Decisive step

fAurtae weH

. Including Aadhaar as 12th document for voter
verification is significant.

3MYR P HISTAT AU & T 129 ST & =4 |
M BT Ayl 71

Supreme Court intervention in Bihar’s electoral
rolls

fYeR @t Hagrar Gt A JatE ARTag &7 gxaau

. The Supreme Court of India’s decisive intervention,
ordering the Election Commission of India (ECI) to
include the Aadhaar card as one of the 12 valid
documents for the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
Bihar’s electoral rolls, is vital course correction.

YR & Haie ATy &1 Huiasd gwaay, o U
AT ATIRT (ECI) D 3T e fh a8 SMYUR TS &1 ogR
! HAald Yot & fa=ie T8+ gA8&I0r (SIR) & T 12 3y
SEAwll § ¥ UH & w0 § WA &, T Agayul GUR 71

. It is a resounding victory for the fundamental right
to vote, reaffirming the principle that procedural rigidity
must not disenfranchise lakhs of eligible citizens.

Ig HdeM & Mi® PR o1 Th o g8 oid 8, S 59
Rrgid &t g7: g Rt § o ufoharare wolvar aral ang

several anomalies — disproportionate numbers of AN D] B AdIYRR J did q@ P Ighdl|
women removed, statistically improbable death . . T
rates in certain areas, and questionable “perma- J The ECI adopted questionable reasoning, insisting

nent shifts” of residents, especially migrant work-
ers and married women. These patterns suggest
a flawed process that prioritised haste over accu-
racy, risking the removal of legitimate voters.
The inclusion of Aadhaar paves the way for a
smoother, more accessible verification process.
First, it offered a lifeline to those unfairly struck
off the rolls among the 65 lakh electors. It also as-
sists electors already on the rolls who require
document verification. It vindicates the persis-
tent appeals from political and civil society acti-
vists who had warned that the ECI’s stance was
creating a problematic situation on the ground
where Aadhaar was not accepted as a verification
document, contradicting the Court’s earlier gui-
dance. Its order, on Monday, forces the ECI to
align its procedures with the practical realities of
identity verification in India today. This ruling
has implications beyond Bihar, setting a prece-
dent for all the other revisions envisaged across
the country. For the ECI, the goal of electoral roll
revision should be to ensure accuracy and inclu-
sivity, not to rush the process through in a way

that Aadhaar was merely proof of residency, not
citizenship, and was, therefore, inadmissible.

TG TN (EC) = TG ddb U=, I8 Fed gu fh
YR Hadl ARy &1 JH107 8, AFTRGar &1 81, 3R g9frg
crsicaukd

. The Court rightly dismantled this argument by
pointing out the glaring inconsistency: if nine of the other 11
documents, save for a passport or birth certificate, do not
conclusively prove citizenship, why single out Aadhaar for
exclusion?

MY 3 39 d% &I JgI ©0 I [ R foar g8 37
HRd gU P ug Wy Srfnifa &: IS 37 11 Sxardsil # 9 7,
YIS 7 S+ JHTUOS &) SIS, ARTRSGT & (Auifas =0
¥ Tifed 78! HYd, <l Hhad YR DI dTeR | fohdT Sie?

. The Court also said that Aadhaar could be used
subject to verification of its authenticity.

ey A g8 W H87 fob YR &1 SUANT 39D WTHIOTGr

that could affect citizens’ rights. The ECI must Cdl ‘I@ a'7 3{efiT fopar Wi Hehdl %'

now Pivﬁt EOW«'lijrdva_ modrf diﬁgﬁnl: and hulx:nane . This judicial clarity was urgently needed.
approach, emphasising thorough house-to-house W DT TR

verification and ensuring that the foundation of e _! ) gl X il )
India’s democracy — the electoral roll - is both . Empirical evidence demonstrates that excluding

accurate and truly representative of all its people.

Aadhaar, which is held by nearly 90% of Bihar’s
population, in favour of documents such as passports

(held by a mere 2%), would have created insurmountable barriers for a vast number of
genuine voters, particularly among the poor and the marginalised.

3G yHTUT feaTd & b SMYR, S fIgR &t TTHIT 90% SITETdT & U §, 1 S8R AT 31
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URIUIE (S e 2% & URT §) S XITdST ! AT &1, IRATdh Adardrel & &g aif, fagy
U ¥ TRel 3R dferat, & forg g 1t I HR Tl

The ECI’s rushed SIR exercise had already resulted in the exclusion of over 65 lakh
electors from the draft roll.

ATd ST & Segarel | fHY T SIR 3R = Ugd &) HUlal Id1 ¥ 65 ARG AagTarsi o
STeR DR feam T

A statistical analysis by The Hindu of this exclusion reveals several anomalies —
disproportionate numbers of women removed, statistically improbable death rates in certain
areas, and questionable “permanent shifts” of residents, especially migrant workers and
married women.

g Fg e foru U 34 IR & WifSreTa fazawur ¥ o3 fawfoat g ang — srafie
T © afgarsit &1 gern 9T, $3 83 § WikIe ¥ ¥ sRivd o] o3, 3R fHarial &
fery eyt uftad, faRive wardt gftret ok fyarfea afgensit & oma #)

These patterns suggest a flawed process that prioritised haste over accuracy, risking the
removal of legitimate voters.

3 Uof U Ffequf uftkar &1 Hdd 3a €, Form el &) qa 8 Siegaroll &) Wb € TS,
S ardfde Hagrarsdl & g &1 ARaT Idd ol

The inclusion of Aadhaar paves the way for a smoother, more accessible verification
process.

STYR BT FHIA TH 31 TR 3R JaH FedTu=T UihaT o7 AN U= Bl & |

First, it offered a lifeline to those unfairly struck off the rolls among the 65 lakh electors.
Yo UEW, 39 65 AR WSS § § 31 il & g sftawar ver & O ergfad ®ud
A S1ER Y fear Ay

It also assists electors already on the rolls who require document verification.

Tg 3 Adararslt st 1t Aee BT § o Uga ¥ g # § qfer o gvarde qerad &
HTTLIH g |

It vindicates the persistent appeals from political and civil society activists who had
warned that the ECI’s stance was creating a problematic situation on the ground where
Aadhaar was not accepted as a verification document, contradicting the Court’s earlier

g dance

& Tor AR i TR T wTdatan A R el B e sewer 3, Rk
Wam%mmmwaﬁﬁwwwﬁamwm TR STYR &I T
A9 & U & WIGR gl a1 Sff XGT T, S <ARITerd & Jd ARIGRIA &1 faRITHN 7|

Its order, on Monday, forces the ECI to align its procedures with the practical realities of
identity verification in India today.

TS TS, VIR BT, FATT ST ! TSR Hdl @ o a8 U= ufsharsii & ot yRa &
UgU AATIH B ATGGTNG aRdfadbarsii & I IRad |

This ruling has implications beyond Bihar, setting a precedent for all the other revisions
envisaged across the country.

Tg Fuig fagR | WY SRR STAar 8 3R W <= H g1 aral 3 gAteon & forg v e sram
RG]

For the ECI, the goal of electoral roll revision should be to ensure accuracy and inclusivity,
not to rush the process through in a way that could affect citizens’ rights.

AT TN & T oeTar Gt YRR &1 a6 g SR THTARTET YA a1 g
TR, 7 Uftha B 39 IRE Seaarl H R HAT fob ARTRS! & PRI IR 3RR U3
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e The ECI must now pivot toward a more diligent and humane approach, emphasising
thorough house-to-house verification and ensuring that the foundation of India’s democracy
— the electoral roll — is both accurate and truly representative of all its people.

3 AT ATANT 1 ¥ afkeft 3R ArdIg ef¥eiur 3igam ot

TI% TR-UR JeATI- TR SR a1 oy 3R a8 Ay faran o i WRa & diddd &t g —
Tdeal At — TtH R arad & gt it o1 ufafafirea st 8l

Why was Indonesia rocked by protests?

How did the protests start and what led to its escalation across the country? How many people have been arrested or detained by the police? What did

Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto say about the looting and rioting by protestors on the streets? What fuelled such anger against the elites?

R

EXPLAI!

Joan Sony Cherian
The story so far:

hat started as a peaceful
protest against Parliament
members of Indonesia on
August 25 in Jakarta,

quickly snowballed into violent riots
between civilians and the police/military
when, on August 28, footage emerged of
an armoured vehicle of the paramilitary
police running over and killing a
21-year-old delivery worker. Since then,
thousands have been arrested and at least
seven have died in one of the most violent
protests Indonesia has seen recently.

What happened?

The initial protests, which were mainly
composed of students and labour unions,
were conducted outside the Indonesian
Parliament, against the housing allowance
accorded to legislative members which is
almost 50 million rupiah ($3,000) - 10
times the national average monthly
minimum wage.

However, after 21-year-old Affan
Kurniawan, a delivery worker, was run
over and killed by a police vehicle,
protests escalated and spilled out of the
capital across the country against the
‘corrupt elite’ and Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto’s government. The
delivery driver’s killing became the flame
which ignited the long-repressed anger of
the people at the various austerity
measures of the President in the past
year. Protestors attacked public buildings,
burned down and looted houses of public
officials, including the house of then
Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati,
and violent clashes were reported
between protestors and the police.

How has the government responded?
President Prabowo announced that the
Parliament had come to a consensus to
reduce housing allowance and foreign
visits for Parliament representatives. He
also assured that an investigation will be

conducted into the killing of Mr. Affan,
and that those responsible will be brought
to book. However, he warned that while
his government respected the right to
peaceful assembly, looting and rioting
would be punished and that the same
bordered on “terrorism and treason”. “I
order the police and military to take the
strongest possible action against
destruction of public facilities and looting
of homes and economic centres,” Mr.
Prabowo said.

At least 3,000 people have been
arrested or detained by the police across
the country, and hundreds have been
injured, some of whom include police
personnel. Rights groups have said that at
least 20 people are missing since the
protests began.

What about income inequality?

The protests in Indonesia have generally
been seen as an incitement of anger
against the elites by a shrinking middle

In rage: Demonstrators set alight banners during a protest in Bandung, West Java on September 1. AFP

class. While the Gini co-efficient of
Indonesia has been declining, the country
still registers one of the highest levels of
inequality in the Southeast Asian region.
As per an Oxfam report, Indonesia
ranks sixth among countries with the
greatest wealth inequality. The four
richest people in Indonesia have a
combined income of more than 100 of the
poorest citizens in the country. Additional
issues which plague the poor include low
wages and job insecurity. Education also
remains underfunded, with various
barriers restricting higher education.

Is this the first time protests have
emerged against the ruling party?
Mr. Prabowo and his government came to
power last year in October. And since
then, his government has embarked on a
cost-cutting drive to increase ‘efficiency’.
In the beginning of this year, the
Prabowo government announced a fiscal
cut of 306 trillion rupiah ($18.8 billion)

from the country’s budget. These cuts
were justified by the government as being
redirected to fund the ‘free meal’
programme in schools, which was one of
the key election campaign promises of
the ruling government. The programme
was aimed at not only providing
nutritious food to school students but also
as a tool to build back the dilapidated
schools of the country.

However, this reallocation has come at
a great cost. The budgets of several
government departments have beeen
reduced significantly; for example, there
has been a 70% reduction for public
works, a 52% cut for economic affairs and
a40% reduction in investment. To cope
with such budget cuts, regional
governments increased local taxes, the
most infamous of them being a 250%
increase in property tax in Pati, a town in
central Java. The higher education
ministry’s budget was also cut by 25%.

These cuts caused massive outrage
among college students who stated that
these reductions will make education
expensive as well as cut scholarships. On
February 17, thousands of students came
out in protest of these budget cuts. The
movement was dubbed ‘Dark Indonesia”
as opposed to the President’s vision of
bringing in a ‘Golden Indonesia’. The
movement reached its zenith on February
20 with hundreds of thousands of
students taking to the streets in Jakarta
and other cities. However, Mr. Prabowo
slammed the protests and said that these
cuts were necessary to fuel the economic
future of the country.

‘What next?

In a bid to quell some of the public anger,
one of the police officers behind the
killing of Mr. Affan has been
“dishonourably” fired. The Cabinet has
also been reshuffled with five Ministers
loosing their job, including Ms. Indrawati.
Parliamentary officials also met with at
least 10 student unions whose demands
included the release of demonstrators
and detainees. Fitch Ratings has said that
the unrest could harm Indonesia’s
sovereign credit profile.

THE GIST

v

The initial protests, which were
mainly composed of students
and labour unions, were
conducted outside the
Indonesian Parliament, against
the housing allowance
accorded to legislative
members.

v

However, after 21-year-old
Affan Kurniawan, a delivery
worker, was run over and killed
by a police vehicle, protests
escalated.

v

These protests in Indonesia
have generally been seen as an
incitement of anger against the
elites by a shrinking middle
class.

Why was Indonesia rocked by protests?

SSARMA FI fARIY Uexli— &1 9ue # mar?

Indonesia Protests and Riots

SR A faRIy uef ok &

o What started as a peaceful protest against Parliament members of Indonesia on August
25 in Jakarta, quickly escalated into violent riots between civilians and the police/military.
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St riferguf faRTY WeRI 25 ST ! SibTdl | SSHIRMATS 4G & Farl & I IF gofl
T, I8 STea! gt AFIRS! 3R gferaA=d & o9 fgae & o sea Tl

The escalation occurred on August 28, when footage showed an armoured paramilitary
police vehicle running over and killing a 21-year-old delivery worker.

Ig gfS 28 AT DI g%, o1 Hool | feardn 141 i s Oy farferdt yfery ares1 3w 21
Tffy ffiast adhr &1 paa fear sik IR S|

Since then, thousands have been arrested and at least seven have died, marking it as one
of the most violent protests Indonesia has seen recently.

9 ¥, ORI @1 RRUER 3T 7T 3R &1 | 1 I1d 31 Hid gs, o1 39 81 & § SsRmr &
U IS fEae faviei O 9 o s a1 B

What happened?
T g3l1?

Initial protests were mainly by students and labour unions, conducted outside the
Indonesian Parliament, against a housing allowance for legislative members of almost 50
million rupiah ($3,000), 10 times the national average monthly minimum wage.

RIS fR1Y 7 =0 ¥ Bl 3R 4ffe Jef gRI vt U, St SR \9e & a1 gy,
3R g8 Hiwel & forg 3mare W & Raem o1, S err 50 faferast it ($3,000) &, S g
3rd ATy <gAa| I BT 10 AT &

After 21-year-old Afan Kurniawan, a delivery worker, was killed by a police vehicle, protests
escalated nationwide against the ‘corrupt elite’ and President Prabowo Subianto’s
government.

9 21 qifa w1 HiamaE, T fediadt adh, & gfer arg= 7 4R s1a, @ faRly uex[ @@
R H Yy ST T SR IPU yHTET et Bt PR & A the T

The killing became the flame igniting long-repressed anger at austerity measures
implemented by the President over the past year.

g5 g1 3 FRTRY & 715 forg fUsl 9ra Iyufd gR1 A1 fT 7T SaiRdr SUral W g6 Y
T $1 HSHT e

Protestors attacked public buildings, burned and looted houses of public officials,
including then Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati, and violent clashes occurred with

police.

e = ardwifae yaal R gHen e, ardw=e siftreiial & a) Same ok e, o
JapTei fa vt it gearit Ssmacht &1 o off nfie o1, SR e & ar ffe ssd &3

Government Response

IWHR DI ufafear

President Prabowo announced that Parliament agreed to reduce housing allowance and
foreign visits for representatives.

ﬂgﬁ;ﬂgﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ&mﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁm
erfa &t 81

He assured an investigation into the killing of Afan and that those responsible will be
punished.

S BT BT FT ! |G BT MY a1 3R FgT [ RrdgRY o T & st

He warned that while peaceful assembly is respected, looting and rioting will be punished
and is akin to “terrorism and treason”.

I5i- et &t fop rifaquf wur &1 T foar smem, dfed e Sk <t dea § SR I8
“JTdpaTG 3R ANEIE” b THM &

He ordered police and military to take the strongest action against destruction of public
facilities and looting of homes and economic centers.

I gRRT 3R A1 %) Ardwife giauret & A sl i g e A S aqe &
EATw H PRATS B BT e &

At least 3,000 people have been arrested, hundreds injured, including police personnel, and
rights groups report at least 20 missing since protests began.
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®
%Y I HY 3,000 GRT IREIR 3T U §, Yhe! 9rad gu &, fored gl off 2nfira €, oik
AFAIRSR THg! A T & faR1Y UexH Y& g9 & 91¢ § $F I HH 20 AN AT9aT 8 |

Income Inequality
ST HHTAT

The protests are seen as anger of the shrinking middle class against the elites.

& foRiell &1 Tpfra weg avt &1 sifteiTa avf & faares T a1 o X1 8|
Indonesia’s Gini coefficient has declined, but the country still has one of the highest
inequality levels in Southeast Asia.

SR &1 fort sefiefRide ger &, dfe gz o onft oft gfeor.gd ofikvn & 9ed =
HFAFA TR I T 5

According to Oxfam, Indonesia ranks sixth for wealth inequality.

ATRTBH & IR, TSHRMAT 4 SRTATHAT & AT § ST RIH W1 5 |

The four richest people have combined income greater than 100 poorest citizens.
I F TR JaN 3R @RT B} T 31T R F 100 I T AN § 31 B
Additional issues for the poor include low wages, job insecurity, and underfunded
education with barriers to higher education.

T & forg sfifad Tl § w0 4, i< P SR, 3R uafe Riam it €,
Srad I fRrem & aremd

Protests A?ainst the Ruling Party

M

> fEerw iy yex=

Is this the first time protests have emerged against the ruling party?

1 I8 Ugdl IR 8 99 WS UTel & e a1y vesH gu g2

Mr. Prabowo and his government came to power last year in October.

ot yTatal 3R 3! R fUod ara sfagar § I« H 3|

Since then, his government has embarked on a cost-cutting drive to increase ‘efficiency’.
T 9, 3! INHR A Td petd! ARYAH IE 3531 § aifs HRIerar 9aTs o 9 |

In the beginning of this year, the Prabowo government announced a fiscal cut of 306 trillion
rupiah ($18.8 billion) from the country’s budget.

Y 9T &1 Y31 T, UTdldl TRHR - ¥ & oic 4 306 fefera= wiar ($18.8 faferam) &1
faxfta st &t divon &t

These cuts were justified by the government as being redirected to fund the ‘free meal’
programme in schools, which was one of the key election campaign promises of the
ruling government.

ERl | 1 TRHR R T8 Fed gL el e=r T i 32 faemeral & g visr srfwd
& fore gAHERG fovar STa, St e IRHR & Y& AT argl § 9 T T

The programme was aimed at not only providing nutritious food to school students but also
as a tool to build back the dilapidated schools of the country.

U HRIBH BT 5T Had (Al DI Grad WIS UGH BT To! AT diedh o & fasRad
Tl Bl YA & &1 off T IudHRur ATl

However, this reallocation has come at a great cost.

Tlifep, 3 GAMGRH 1 BIAd Sgd e &t B

The budgets of several government departments have been reduced significantly; for
example, there has been a 70% reduction for public works, a 52% cut for economic
affairs and a 40% reduction in investment.

H3 WBR] AU & Folc J HTH! HH g 5; I&GIU & (o, Ardeif- f~utor & forg 70%
Ferdl, e aret & g 52% wetdl 3k fHa=r & 40% & g2 31

To cope with such budget cuts, regional governments increased local taxes, the most
infamous of them being a 250% increase in property tax in Pati, a town in central Java.

Y UHR B goic Heldl BT YT B & g, el TReRY A RiT-a 7 ge1 fou, form
Y HATd U7 Hed SaT & Tt R § Uiy &% § 250% |
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o The higher education ministry’s budget was also cut by 25%.
3o e warea &1 qeie Wi 25% g T

e These cuts caused massive outrage among college students who stated that these
reductions will make education expensive as well as cut scholarships.

S Helfad! - Picrel BT § WY meh1RT Ua foan, fgiA e fs 3 welfaar fRigm wght o
it oIR gl @t ot HH B
e On February 17, thousands of students came out in protest of these budget cuts.

17 B} &1 37 Toic Helfadl & [RY 7 goIR] BT ISH! IR IR

e The movement was dubbed ‘Dark Indonesia’ as opposed to the President’s vision of
bringing in a ‘Golden Indonesia’.
T SffIeH B BT FSARMT H1 7T, Falfds APA BT VDI AT Tes FSARET T
o The movement reached its zenith on February 20 with hundreds of thousands of students
taking to the streets in Jakarta and other cities.

g 3ficiad 30 IRH WR 20 TRAS! &1 UgdT od Abs] goRI ST ShTdl iR 37 Rl o
TSI R IR |

e However, Mr. Prabowo slammed the protests and said that these cuts were necessary to fuel
the economic future of the country.

grdifep, off TreaY 7 faRYY Ui Y SMTeliaHT B 3R el fob A welfadi e & afdfe yiasy &
FG1aT ¢ & fTT ST & |

What Next?
ST HT?

¢ In a bid to quell some of the public anger, one of the police officers behind the killing of Mr.
A’fan has been “dishonorably” fired.
$O AAAD [ DI A P & T H, St A'fan ST 51 J A TH i ARG B
« AT T Q7 TWIe B a1 T 8|

o The Cabinet has also been reshuffled with five Ministers losing their job, including Ms.
Indrawati.

Ffore 7 +ft Traad far 1 &, o uia w3t sroeit it @ 9 @, o goft Seracht
M gl

o Parliamentary officials also met with at least 10 student unions whose demands included
the release of demonstrators and detainees.

TG f¥repIfeal 3 1 ¥ HH 10 B WOl ¥ +ft gared &1, e Al § yeriAeal ik
dfeal &t fegrg =nfha ot
¢ Fitch Ratings has said that the unrest could harm Indonesia’s sovereign credit profile.
%ﬁﬁr%ﬁw#m%ﬁsu@&mﬁ%g@%&maﬁwajmﬁmaﬁwu@mw
I
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Violence reveals the deep
structural failures of Nepal’s
democratic experiment

NEWS ANALYSIS

Srinivasan Ramani

The flames that consumed
Kathmandu’s government
buildings on Tuesday il-
luminated more than just
the immediate crisis in Ne-
pal. As protesters set fire to
Parliament, ministerial re-
sidences, and media offic-
es despite Prime Minister
K.P. Sharma Oli’s resigna-
tion, the violence revealed
the deep structural failures
of Nepal’s democratic ex-
periment and has raised
troubling questions about
its political future.

What began as protests
against the Oli govern-
ment’s social media ban
snowballed into a broader
indictment of Nepal’s polit-
ical establishment. The in-
itial trigger — restrictions
on digital platforms— reso-
nated particularly with
young Nepalis who had
grown increasingly frus-
trated with rampant cor-
ruption, nepotism, and the
lavish lifestyles of political
elites’ children while the

country remained mired in
underdevelopment and
political dysfunction.

The government’s bru-
tal response proved catas-
trophic. Security forces
killed at least 19 protesters
on Monday, transforming
what might have remained
localised dissent into na-
tionwide outrage.

The second day of prot-
ests marked a dangerous
escalation. Even as Mr. Oli
resigned and Home Minis-
ter  Ramesh  Lekhak
stepped down “on moral
grounds”, demonstrators
continued their destruc-
tive rampage. This indis-
criminate violence distin-
guishes the current unrest

K.P. Sharma Oli

from Nepal’s previous de-
mocratic movements. Un-
like the Jana Andolans of
1990 and 2006, which had
clear political objectives
and organised leadership,
the Gen Z protests exhibit
what can only be de-
scribed as nihilistic rage
against all institutions of
the state.

Dangerous precedents
The current crisis must be
understood within the
broader context of Nepal’s
troubled democratic tran-
sition. Despite two success-
ful people’s movements, a
comprehensive constitu-
tion-writing process, and
the establishment of feder-
al republican institutions,
the country has failed to
deliver meaningful change
to ordinary citizens.

This institutional failure
has created space for anti-
system forces. Over the
past year, Nepal has wit-
nessed sporadic pro-mo-
narchy demonstrations,
suggesting nostalgia for the
pre-2006 order among
some segments of society.

The amorphous nature
of the Gen Z movement
makes it particularly sus-
ceptible to capture by such
forces. While protesters
have not demanded mo-
narchy’s return, the ab-
sence of clear democratic
alternatives creates dange-

rous possibilities.

Nepal’'s crisis unfolds
against the backdrop of si-
milar upheavals across
South Asia. In Bangladesh,
student-led protests top-
pled Sheikh Hasina’s go-
vernment but descended
into cycles of violence and
institutional  breakdown
that have delayed demo-
cratic consolidation. Sri
Lanka’s Aragalaya move-
ment, while more focused
on the overthrow of the Ra-
japaksas, ultimately paved
the way for the previously
marginalised JVP to cap-
ture power.

Which trajectory Nepal
follows may well depend
on how emerging political
alternatives respond to this
moment. Current protes-
ters” apparent support for
figures such as jailed form-
er minister Rabi Lamich-
hane and Kathmandu
Mayor Balendra Shah high-
lights the appeal of politi-
cal outsiders. Both are me-
dia personalities with
limited governance expe-
rience — Mr. Lamichhane
through his populist RSP
party, Mr. Shah through his
independent mayoralty.

While Mr. Shah has
called for calm and urged
protesters to stop violent
attacks, his simultaneous
demand for Parliament’s
dissolution echoes the
dangerous anti-institution-
al rhetoric that has charac-
terised post-uprising tran-
sitions elsewhere. The role
of Nepal's army remains
crucial and uncertain. Ar-
my Chief Ashok Raj Sigdel
has called for restraint and
dialogue, but the military’s
response to prolonged in-
stability could determine
whether Nepal moves to-
ward democratic renewal
or authoritarian
regression.

Violence reveals
the deep
structural failures
of Nepal’s
democratic
experiment

AUTA &

B diAe TRt
CIRIER|
IIAATHSD
fAwmaaran &t
SOINR &l fgar

e The flames that consumed
Kathmandu’s government
buildings on Tuesday
illuminated more than just the
immediate crisis in Nepal.
AR ! PTG B
TRHRT TARG! 1 Te areit
AUt A dhad AUTA & dchTai
Tehe Bl gl Tol IWR fba|

¢ As protesters set fire to
Parliament, ministerial
residences, and media offices
despite Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli’s resignation, the
violence revealed the deep
structural failures of Nepal’s
democratic experiment and
has raised troubling questions
about its political future.

et & 0. Tt ol &
TR & d1q5[G TRl
3 O9e, wial & ey 3R
Hifga erataal & omr e &,
39 fg91 3 AuTd & Apditae
TART B T8 WReTHSB
fawmerdret o IR fear 3R
I IeHITaD Uias B
AP RidoHe Jard @S fhu|
¢ What began as protests
against the Oli government’s
social media ban snowballed
into a broader indictment of
Nepal's political establishment.

3Nelt TWPR & e Hifsan
gfady & fRaew = gan
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The initial trigger — restrictions on digital platforms— resonated particularly with young
Nepalis who had grown increasingly frustrated with rampant corruption, nepotism, and the
lavish lifestyles of political elites’ children while the country remained mired in
underdevelopment and political dysfunction.

RIS SR — fERTed wew™l R ufddy — ORIy =9 ¥ 3 gar Aurfer 3 ST o, ot
YPHER, YIE-HdISare, 3R Ie-ifae ifisd o & o= ot &n?ﬂmmﬁﬂaﬂﬁﬁﬁaa‘cﬂ
FRT=I Tegy o 3% ¥, Safe <X ST 3R ST &yt § BT g Tl

The government’s brutal response proved catastrophic.

WHR DI PR ufafehar fFRERT ifad g3

Security forces killed at least 19 protesters on Monday, transforming what might have
remained localised dissent into nationwide outrage.

1 GR&T Tl 4 BH & DH 19 UGTHIINGI b1 5T bR o, o VI SrEeiy AeHa
TR IR | Fad 7|
The second day of protests marked a dangerous escalation.

TERH & g o - Tawre gfa 1 ffgd )

Even as Mr. Oli resigned and Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak stepped down “on moral
grounds”, demonstrators continued their destructive rampage.

Tg1 d b SMielt & MO 3 SR [ew=At W0 AW & " SMYR" R SKAHT & b
Fa9E, VRGNl 7 SO famTRreTt fEar ot x|

This indiscriminate violence distinguishes the current unrest from Nepal’s previous democratic
movements.

g gy AT adar wify &) Aurd & s Aiedi® sigrel I (e Hdt 8

Unlike the Jana Andolans of 1990 and 2006, which had clear political objectives and
organised leadership, the Gen Z protests exhibit what can only be described as nihilistic rage
against all institutions of the state.

1990 3fIX 2006 & W figral & fAuRd, T W AeFifaS I5-T SR Tdd A 2,
%ﬁqz$%ﬁaﬁmmﬁvﬁwﬁ$@wﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁu$wﬁaﬁh
ST 9o g

Dangerous precedents
YARATh

The current crisis must be understood within the broader context of Nepal’s troubled
democratic transition.

AT HHeE B! AUTd & HIWYUl Frbdif® HhaUl & ATYD HeH J U ST el
Despite two successful people’s movements, a comprehensive constitution-writing process,
and the establishment of federal republican institutions, the country has failed to deliver
meaningful change to ordinary citizens.

& A W ighasl, e dfaur-fAator yftean, ok Tdig muraitie dwime &1 wigAr
& S[ae[G, o ATYRYT ARSI I Hgayul dgard UgdH & f[ahd 8T 8

This institutional failure has created space for anti-system forces.

I RITTd faweran faRteht-yomedt areai & fow s a1 381 81

Over the past year, Nepal has witnessed sporadic pro-monarchy demonstrations,
suggesting nostalgia for the pre-2006 order among some segments of society.

U%d U@ au 8§, Aure 3 Irerad Gud® YeRl &I ¢, S 99 & $© I J 2006 H UEA B
A F Tfd AR foorar &1 gifaT g

The amorphous nature of the Gen Z movement makes it particularly susceptible to capture
by such forces.

SRR Z Sfigia &1 3RUY Upfa 33 faRiy &0 3 TR dreval & ool 3 Ag F1H &

While protesters have not demanded monarchy’s return, the absence of clear democratic
alternatives creates dangerous possibilities.

BTelieh UeRITSTIRAY = 7T B aToRft B} T g} Bt 7, AfeT Wy Apditd famedt o
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o Nepal’s crisis unfolds against the backdrop of similar upheavals across South Asia.
AUTH 1 Yhe I TR 1R T 0 SYT-Y4d &1 guYH & 9= o @1 81

¢ In Bangladesh, student-led protests toppled Sheikh Hasina’s government but descended
into cycles of violence and institutional breakdown that have delayed democratic
consolidation.
TAATSRT H, BF-Aq a1 USRH! - W g1 PR &1 fIRT faan, dfe gg fam sk
HRITT Ua- & Ih 8 96 1 o+ dlpditad Helgel o dfad o &l

e Sri Lanka’s Aragalaya movement, while more focused on the overthrow of the Rajapaksas,
ultlmately paved the way for the previously marginalised JVP to capture power.

& SRTTATIT iga A, S T8I FU U IGU& IRAR & Ua- IR digd AT, 3idd: Tsd
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¢ Which trajectory Nepal follows may well depend on how emerging political alternatives
respond to this moment.

AT 5T U HT SER T, T8 39 R AR ST i IR Torifas fidweu s g w
$ yfaferar <d €1

e Current protesters’ apparent support for figures such as jailed former minister Rabi
Lamichhane and Kathmandu Mayor Balendra Shah highlights the appeal of political
outsiders.
oA yeRiFeal &1 gd ol vt Ao ok $reuig & AR 9ds e o JAfeddl &
Ui Ta Ierifae 918t @il & TSN BT SR Bl ¢

¢ Both are media personalities with limited governance experience — Mr. Lamichhane
through his populist RSP party, Mr. Shah through his independent mayoralty.
g Mifean gk € fome o Hfiyd = sgya § — ft anfrem™ st Rsp urdf &
e 9, ot M7 3UA Wdd AR UG o I §|

e While Mr. Shah has called for calm and urged protesters to stop violent attacks, his
simultaneous demand for Parliament’s dissolution echoes the dangerous anti-institutional
rhetoric that has characterised post-uprising transitions elsewhere.

et oY =mme 7 Wit 31 orfid o SR WeRiABIG! ¥ fEH® gHA A B 3 S, agt
gwa%ﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁu-mﬁmwﬁé@mwﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁw
|

e The role of Nepal’s army remains crucial and uncertain.
AUTA B BT B YA T 3R Hff¥E s g2 g

o Army Chief Ashok Raj Sigdel has called for restraint and dialogue, but the military’s
response to prolonged instability could determine whether Nepal moves toward democratic
renewal or authoritarian regression.

[T T M= 31T RS = WU SR HaTg B o0 1 5, A &g ufafspan ag a9 o2
Johd! § f AUTe Al it TdIe 01 Bt 3R T¢I I1 AdTaTel gad ot 3R |
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1. Goods movement affected as Manipur’s Naga council
imposes ‘trade embargo’

AfOTgR @1 AR uRug gRT ‘AR ufdader &= 9 ard
DI JATaTeTe! gHTIad

2. Centre grants licences to five firms to manufacture its
first indigenous malaria vaccine

&g 7 U Ugd el Hafvar dwii= & At & for
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3. Could our everyday artificially intelligent chatbots
become conscious?

T FHAR Aol & HHAA giegwwn smutia desie
Tda g1 9d 87

4. QUIZ

5. The cracks are emerging in political hegemony

oI aeivd A IR IHR TG @
6. The long march ahead to technological independence

de-Tdt Tadaadl $1 3R |d1 {31

7. China digs in on ‘rare earth’, commands global market
T4 YR 3P H ugemt, affe IR § uya

8. Tariff-hit diamond, jewellery exporters look to West

Asia

fvw | gvifaa gk, smywvr fafas ufd ufikmr &t
IRIEIWET

A
Firefighters assessing giant sequoia trees as a wildfire burns through the McKinley Grove of Big Trees at the Sierra National Forest in the U.S. on Monday. Giant sequoia trees are
found only in California, and the McKinley grove — home to about 200 trees — is particularly vulnerable. AP

Firefighters assessing giant sequoia trees as a wildfire burns through the McKinley Grove of
Big Trees atthe Sierra National Forest in the U.S. on Monday. Giant sequoia trees are found
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only in California, and the McKinley grove — home to about 200 trees — is particularly
vulnerable.

First day, first show

Pomp and show: Visitors with VR glasses are seen on the opening day of the International Motor Show IAA, on September 9, 2025, in
Munich, southern Germany. The IAA Mobility fair runs from September 9 to 14. AFP

Pomp and show: Visitors with VR glasses are seen on the opening day of the International Motor
Show IAA, on September 9, 2025, in Munich, southern Germany. The IAA Mobility fair runs from
September 9 to 14
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Goods movement aftected
as Manipur’s Naga council
imposes ‘trade embargo’

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A “trade embargo” im-
posed by the United Naga
Council (UNC), the apex
body of Nagas in Manipur,
from midnight on Monday,
affected the movement of
goods-carrying vehicles in
the Naga-dominated hilly
areas of the State.

While shops and busi-
ness establishments were
exempted from the “trade
embargo”, trucks and oth-
er non-passenger commer-
cial vehicles were stranded
on all major roads, includ-
ing the arterial National
Highway 2, in the Naga-in-
habited areas.

The UNC said the “trade
embargo” was the first step
of non-cooperation with
the government in protest
against New Delhi’s move
to fence the 1,643-km In-
dia-Myanmar border and
scrap the Free Movement
Regime (FMR). The stir is a
fallout of the inconclusive
talks between a UNC team

- * . \ _._‘-‘ R “.‘.-‘ ...: s :. »-‘ I
e e . PR

The UNC contends that the fencing of India-Myanmar border will
cut familial ties between Nagas on either side of it. FILE PHOTO

and Union government of-
ficials on August 26 over
the two related issues.

The FMR allows cross-
border movement of peo-
ple living along the Inter-
national Boundary without
travel documents. The ex-
tent of travel is up to 10 km
from the border, currently
unfenced except for a
small stretch in Manipur.

‘Cuts ethnic ties’

The UNC contends that the
fencing will cut familial
and ethnic ties between
Nagas on either side of the

border. It called for free,
prior, and informed con-
sent of the Naga people for
any project affecting them
and their homeland strad-
dling the two countries.
Meanwhile, the Thadou
Inpi Manipur and the Sa-
golmang Area Naga Stu-
dents’ Association con-
demned armed Kuki
extremists who reportedly
intercepted a bus at Mol-
nom in the Ukhrul district
on the morning of Septem-
ber 8, frisked passengers,
seized their  mobile
phones, and fired blanks.

Goods movement affected as Manipur’s Naga council
imposes ‘trade embargo’
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e A “trade embargo” imposed by the United Naga Council (UNC), the apex body of Nagas in
Manipur, from midnight on Monday, affected the movement of goods-carrying vehicles in
the Naga-dominated hilly areas of the State
AR o sl & Gafa TR gATgeS AN SR () gRT THaR el Id |
w:rgﬁw “FTYR YfdGY” o9 & AN 96 UgTS! &1 § 0T S aTdt aTg-ll &1 Maroig! &l
i) PRI

o While shops and business establishments were exempted from the “trade embargo”,
trucks and other non-passenger commercial vehicles were stranded on all major roads,
including the arterial National Highway 2, in the Naga-inhabited areas

gl GBI 3R ATaTI® Ufag™l & “auR ufady” 9 ge < T ff, a8 e 3R 3 iR-
It Ao aret Ol U@ USa! W, o H TP TSHRT 2 St &7 I8 MMAd §, AN
TS aTet &1 & il T

e The UNC said the “trade embargo” was the first step of non-cooperation with the
government in protest against New Delhi’s move to fence the 1,643-km India-Myanmar
border and scrap the Free Movement Regime (FMR)

U A g1 % I8 “TIR yfadey” IWHR & WY FIART BT Ugell HeH ¢, off s feed!
BRI 1,643 fraier @8 YRA-=AR FH1 R 918 T 3R W1 gade WgH (THTHASNR)
DI THTE B & Hed & a1y H IS T[T 3

e The stir is a fallout of the inconclusive talks between a UNC team and Union government
officials on August 26 over the two related issues

g TG 26 SR B UAH A 3R Fg RHR & ARG & &g g Jafed ggi
g% ffurtae araf &1 9o §

e The FMR allows cross-border movement of people living along the International
Boundary without travel documents

w@am%am#@u@ﬂm%mwﬁmﬁ?hﬁaﬁﬁmwmﬁﬁ%mmaﬁﬁ

AR <

e The extent of travel is up to 10 km from the border, currently unfenced except for a small
stretch in Manipur

g 31 Fr Hr | 10 PR 9 8, S adAH § AR & T 3 R 71 Sisav
fmas sz

www.patrioticias.in

‘Cuts ethnic ties’

ST Fae ST 8

e The UNC contends that the fencing will cut familial and ethnic ties between Nagas on
either side of the border

%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁm%%ﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬂhﬁﬁﬁuwﬁﬁ

e |t called for free, prior, and informed consent of the Naga people for any project affecting
them and their homeland straddling the two countries
3o foreft ot TR vieiae & fore ga, gd ofik gfera weafa &) 9 31, ot 32 3R I & 3=t
¥ Ha wrqyfy & gy w—cﬂ?
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e Meanwhile, the Thadou Inpi Manipur and the Sagolmang Area Naga Students’
Association condemned armed Kuki extremists who reportedly intercepted a bus at
Molnom in the Ukhrul district on the morning of September 8, frisked passengers,
seized their mobile phones, and fired blanks
39 o9, yret 30t AfdrgR Sik aewiT efear AnT S el THIRTR A IXRd $Ht
Iyarfeal o e 31, iR Hd dR R 8 Ridar 3t Yo swed ford & M= # ts a9
DI NP1, AT DI qATRN o, I7P WG B oed 6Y, SR @relt Miferai aars

Centre grants licences to five
firms to manufacture its first
indigenous malaria vaccine

Bm!u S!!I!ﬂ]] Perappag

NEW DELHI

The Union government has
given licences to five firms

.3

and minimising communi-
ty transmission”.

The goal is to facilitate
the commercialisation of
the vaccine to prevent and

for manufacturing and minimise malaria
commercialisation of its R.{ transmission.
first indigenous multi-stage : “The pre-clinical valida-

malaria vaccine developed
by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
and its partners.

Indian Immunologicals
Ltd., Techinvention Life-
care Private Ltd., Panacea
Biotec Ltd., Biological E
Ltd., and Zydus Lifescienc-
es will make the vaccine
targeting the parasite be-
fore it enters the blood-
stream to prevent trans-
mission.

The council said it was
an affordable, stable, and
scalable solution. It re-
mains effective for more
than nine months at room
temperature, it said.

Centre grants licences to five firms to manufacture its first

".z-

The ICMR-developed vaccine
targets the parasite before it
enters the bloodstream.

The ICMR had invited
expression of interest from
eligible organisations,
companies, and manufac-
turers for transfer of tech-
nology for commercialisa-
tion of “a recombinant
chimeric multi-stage mala-
ria vaccine (AdFalciVax)
against Plasmodium falci-
parum useful in prevent-
ing infection in humans

indigenous malaria vaccine

¥ A YA Ugd Wzl AR R & fFafor & fow v

Ul B A5ET UgH fHhu

tion of this technology was
conducted in collaboration
with ICMR-National Insti-
tute of Malaria Research,
another constituent insti-
tute of ICMR, and National
Institute of Immunology
(NID), New Delhi, an auto-
nomous research institute
of the Department of Bio-
technology,” the council
said.

Malaria remains one of
the major public health
problems in India. The
country carries 1.4% of the
global malaria case bur-
den, and accounted for
66% of cases in the South-
east Asia region.
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The Union government has given licences to five firms for manufacturing and
commercialisation of its first indigenous multi-stage malaria vaccine developed by the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and its partners.

hwﬁmﬁu&mgg:aﬁmmumucmm 3R ITF TRHIERI gRT fAHRd uga
Wl Al Hafar ¥ fAtor ok saraariieRur & fore v Sufal o agag
UeH fPu gl

Indian Immunologicals Ltd., Techinvention Lifecare Private Ltd., Panacea Biotec Ltd.,
Biological E Ltd., and Zydus Lifesciences will make the vaccine targeting the parasite

before it enters the bloodstream to prevent transmission.

3&uA sgAaioTo e , ePgATH urgde fafies, HRkm aree
fafies, ngmmmwmmﬁmm@
LULEEic| (parasite) ﬁﬁﬁm (bloodstream) ﬁmW@%ﬁﬁWWﬁaﬂﬁ
Y AP B B BN

The council said it was an affordable, stable, and scalable solution. |t remains effective
for more than nine months at room temperature, it said.

gf¥ue 3 Fe1 % g8 te gau, R iR fawar aiva w31 98 $HY & a9HH (room
temperature) tl?ﬁ'ﬂ?’ﬁﬁ 3w JHY d& YTt QE?IT%I

The ICMR had invited expression of interest from eligible organisations, companies, and
manufacturers for transfer of technology for commercialisation of “a recombinant
chimeric multi-stage malaria vaccine (AdFalciVax) against Plasmodium falciparum”
useful in preventing infection in humans and minimising community transmission.

ICMR 3 O ITe-H, ufal ok fRafarsit ¥ M gwaiaror ok saraardieror & fie
ICRE] (expression of interest) AT fhT 3, S “wreHfSaH paid & Raare g-:
TOIford SIgAR® Aedl-Rw 7afar 3RS (AdFalcivax)” & TS § AU Y AHUTH
3R ATSTR® JHHUT B HH I H YgTd g
The goal is to facilitate the commercialisation of the vaccine to prevent and minimise
malaria transmission.

I AR & ATTARIHRUT B T1aT ST ¢ difh HARYT HhHUT P A UTH 3R 57
FAaH HA § AeE I 9 |

“The pre-clinical validation of this technology was conducted in collaboration with ICMR-
National Institute of Malaria Research, another constituent institute of ICMR, and National
Institute of Inmunology (NII), New Delhi, an autonomous research institute of the
Department of Biotechnology,” the council said.

gf¥ue 3 FeT, “9 Menfiret &1 -fFafed Tamm ICMR-ARMT s ieye i aafvar
e, S ICMR &1 U@ o1 e Wi §, 9 ARMa $Eleye 3iTw srgAarsi (NI, 7§
faeeht, < Sia MRt fAum 1 v W SRy IR 8, & ggaiT 3 foear a1

Malaria remains one of the major public health problems in India. The country carries
1.4% of the global malaria case burden, and accounted for 66% of cases in the
Southeast Asia region.

Tl o off uRd & wE Ardei-e wareg guwned § § UE 8| YRd afye walar
HTHE & T BT 1.4% g R © IR SfAU1-yd TRRIT 87 F 66% ATHE! & g RFER B
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Could our everyday artificially intelligent
chatbots become conscious?

Chatbots may replicate emotional responses, participate in casual conversation, and even emulate empathy, rendering them somewhat ‘alive’ in a way; advanced systems such

as GPT-based chatbots can produce creative writing, emulate personalities, or engage in philosophical discourse, further obscuring the distinction

Aranyak Goswami
Biju Dharmapalan

ver the last few years, chatbots
have permeated practically
every aspect of our digital
existence, encompassing
customer service, mental health support,
entertainment, and education. Powered
by sophisticated artificial intelligence (AI)
models, these conversational agents can
generate remarkably human-like
responses, sometimes almost
indistinguishable from real people. This
swift progression in natural language
processing frequently raises a significant
question: are chatbots conscious?

The inquiry integrates technology,
philosophy, cognitive science, and ethics,
requiring a thorough examination of the
essence of consciousness, the functioning
of Al and the differences between
authentic awareness and its mere
simulation.

Understanding consciousness
Consciousness is notoriously difficult to
define, although most scholars believe it
refers to the subjective experience of
being aware: the internal, first-person
perspective of sensations, thoughts,
feelings and the capability for
self-reflection. It’s not simply about
digesting information or showing
complicated behaviour; it’s about feeling
that behaviour from the inside.

Philosophers use the term
“phenomenal consciousness” to talk
about the “what it is like” part of
experience and “access consciousness” to
talk about the ability to think about and
use knowledge on purpose. People have
consciousness in both ways: we can feel
pain, happiness, and our thoughts, and
we can talk about and change these
feelings.

Consciousness is still a touchy subject
in Al research circles, as scientists are
careful not to imply that Al systems have
human-like consciousness in order to
keep their work objective. The 2022
incident with Blake Lemoine, who lost his
job at Google after saying in public that
their LaMDA chatbot had grown sentient,
made this concern even stronger.

Most chatbots today are Al systems that
use machine learning models, typically
large language models (LLMs) that have
been trained on large amounts of text
data. They come up with answers by
looking at patterns they have learned
throughout training and guessing the
words or phrases that are most likely to
come next. This allows them to provide
answers that make sense and fit the
situation.

However, these models work only on
statistical connections, not on
comprehension. They lack memories,

experience of being aware. SHUBHAM DHAGE/UNSPLASH

emotions, beliefs, or an internal
subjective experience. Their ‘knowledge’
arises via pattern recognition rather than
cognitive understanding.

Mistaking consciousness

The growing ‘intelligence’ of chatbots
frequently causes consumers to ascribe
human-like attributes to them. The ELIZA
effect, named after one of the earliest
chatbots, refers to the inclination to
attribute comprehension or emotions to
algorithms that only replicate
communication.

Chatbots may replicate emotional
responses, participate in casual
conversation, and even emulate empathy,
rendering them somewhat ‘alive’ in a way.
Advanced systems such as GPT-based
chatbots can produce creative writing,
emulate personalities, or engage in
philosophical discourse, further
obscuring the distinction.

The human brain is predisposed to
seek intent, agency, and consciousness in
social interactions. When a chatbot
interacts well, it might activate this
cognitive bias, leading users to
anthropomorphise the technology.

The case against

Even though they seem advanced, there is
no scientific proof that chatbots are
conscious. There are a few important
points that make this clear:

Consciousness is notoriously difficult to deflne, although most scholars believe it refers to the subjective

(i) No subjective experience: chatbots

Consciousness is a touchy subject.
as scientists are careful not to
imply that Al systems have
human-like consciousness. In
2022, Blake Lemoine lost his job
at G e after saying in public
that their LaMDA chatbot had
grown sentient, making this
concern even stronger

don’t have any feelings or points of view.
Their operations are completely
mechanistic, using algorithms and
calculations without awareness.

(i) Lack of intentionality: conscious
beings have objectives and plans, but
chatbots work based on input-output
mappings without any desires or goals
other than the functions they were taught
to perform.

(iii) No self-awareness: consciousness
encompasses the capacity for
self-reflection as a temporal entity.
Chatbots can pretend to have a sense of
self by saying things like “I am a chatbot,”
but they don’t really have one that lasts.

(iv) Lack of embodiment: some
theories of consciousness stress how
important bodily experience is in creating
awareness. Chatbots don’t possess any
bodily embodiment or sensorimotor
interaction with the environment.

Taken together, chatbots are not
conscious beings: they are complicated

input-output machines. While continuing
advances in Al may create more
believable conversational agents, there is
no guarantee these systems will ever feel
or be aware in the human sense.

Ethical, social behaviour

Even though they lack consciousness,
chatbots have already raised important
ethical implications. One: people may be
deceived into over-trusting chatbots,
assuming that they understand or care
about what they are saying. This can have
repercussions in fields such as healthcare
and law. Two: users have the potential to
build emotional attachments with
chatbots, leading to the possibility of
exploitative behaviour or psychological
harm.

Three: in the event that chatbots
produce harmful information or advice
that includes bias, who is liable? And
finally, as chatbots continue to improve
their capabilities, concerns regarding job
displacement become more pronounced.

When it comes to maintaining realistic
expectations and guiding appropriate
deployment, understanding that chatbots
are instruments without consciousness is
advantageous.

Significant dilemmas

This inquiry propels us into the realm of
speculation regarding the intersection of
Al and consciousness. Some scientists
and philosophers have proposed that if
consciousness emerges from the physical
workings of the brain, advanced
computational systems could one day
conceivably mimic those processes,
leading to the development of machine
consciousness.

Nevertheless, significant obstacles
exist, encompassing both practical and
theoretical dimensions. The intricacies of
consciousness remain largely elusive, and
the prospect of artificially replicating it is
more complex. The nature of
consciousness may extend beyond mere
computation, possibly encompassing
biological or quantum mechanisms that
are distinctive to living brains.

This emergence also poses significant
dilemmas concerning the rights,
personhood, and appropriate treatment

of these entities. Despite ongoing progress

in Al leading to increasingly convincing
conversational agents, there’s no
assurance that these systems will ever
possess feelings or awareness the way
humans do.

(Aranyak Goswami is an assistant
professor of computational biology,
University of Arkansas. Biju Dharmapalan
is dean (academic affairs), Garden City
University, Bengaluru, and adjunct faculty
member at National Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru.
bijudharmapalan@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Most chatbots have been
trained on large amounts of
text data. Their ‘knowledge’
arises via pattern recognition
rather than cognitive
understanding and guessing
words most likely to come
next. They lack memories,
emotions, and beliefs

b

Chatbots are not conscious
beings, they are complicated
input-output machines. While
continuing advances in Al may
create more believable agents,
there is no guarantee these
systems will ever feel or be
aware in the human sense

v

Some scientists have
proposed that if
consciousness emerges from
the physical workings of the
brain, advanced
computational systems could
one day conceivably mimic
those processes, leading to
the development of machine
consciousness

Could our everyday artificially intelligent chatbots become

conscious?

T AR JoTHRT & HAH giguwn nuta deqie Jda+ gt

hd 82

e Chatbots may replicate emotional responses, participate in casual conversation, and even
emulate empathy, rendering them somewhat ‘alive’ in a way.

HITATHSD

ufafsrarait &1 Thd B Jobd §, TTHI JTddid H HFT & bd © SR Tgi

a5 b TETIURY (empathy) 31 T 1t 7 Taa €, S 3 T &RE ¥ Whfde wdid e 21
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Advanced systems such as GPT-based chatbots can produce creative writing, emulate
personalities, or engage in philosophical discourse, further obscuring the distinction.

GPT- mmmﬁﬁmﬁwwﬁm (creative writing) HR T&d g, SAfad@
P! Thd HR Jbd §, TT SIRIT-e ATdiATY (philosophical discourse) H W 8 I &,
a9 3R 3R+t 3P (obscure) B ST B

Chatbots and Consciousness

Tearey 3R AaAT

Over the last few years, chatbots have permeated practically every aspect of our digital
existence, encompassing customer service, mental health support, entertainment, and
education.

f5d oo auf #, Aeaieq 1 g9R fSRca Sita- & 1T 82 Ugq # wawr & fom 7, foras
e T, ARG WY TG, T-ReH 3R e wnfira 8|

Powered by sophisticated artificial intelligence (Al) models, these conversational agents
can generate remarkably human-like responses, sometimes almost indistinguishable from
real people.

I AN AW (Al) ASTl gRT TfId, 3 YaTeIdd Toie sydee ®U ¥ HHI-GHH
yfaferant Iaa R Tdhd ¢, FH-H aRafds Al S T ST ToR el 3 |

This swift progression in natural language processing frequently raises a significant
question: are chatbots conscious?

WTHTae HTHT YRIRBRUT H I O W SRR Udh AUl U% I3Tel o T deaicy Tad 872
The inquiry integrates technology, philosophy, cognitive science, and ethics, requiring a
thorough examination of the essence of consciousness, the functioning of Al, and the
differences between authentic awareness and its mere simulation.

Tg Sird MR, SRR, SFHTHS a9 ofR et 3 Sisd! &, SR 399 I &
IR, Al & HIHDT, Sﬂiqum SRS T 3R YD AT HTHIVT & g 3R B T8 U1 Bt
TSl gIcll 8

Understanding consciousness

AGHT B FHSAT

Consciousness is notoriously difficult to define, although most scholars believe it
refers to the subjective experience of being aware: the internal, first-person
perspective of sensations, thoughts, feelings and the capability for self-reflection.
AT 1 GRUINT BT H-ITT ¥ ¥ B 6, gIaiich UG fagHI &1 A ¢ fob a8 Taa
TR & T U &1 Yehid Har 3: Yaarsi, faary, Hiaarsif 3iR srey-fida o e
&1 3R, TUH-42Y =D
I's not simply about digesting information or showing complicated behaviour; it's about feeling
that behaviour from the inside.

T8 Had WHBR! TAM IT wifed agR femm & IR & 781 §; U8 39 FUdgR & 3icx I Hggy
ao—e?r FIRTF I
Philosophers use the term “phenomenal consciousness” to talk about the “what it is like”

part of experience and “access consciousness” to talk about the ability to think about and
use knowledge on purpose.

“Oqg ST (phenomenal consciousness)” Reg DI IYgHT 3 Hd F “F1 g o
TR FTRATATRA S o g8 “gJaH AT (access consciousness)” dI[ ITgHT
IS TR T T 3R I ILIYAD IUUNT B B &l & o Hd §

People have consciousness in both ways: we can feel pain, happiness, and our thoughts, and
we can talk about and change these feelings.

TN B ST TR BT A BT 8: BH &4, TR 3R 31U el &) Heqy &R ¥dhd 8, SR &d
S UTaTISH & SR | 910 R Uhd § IR 3¢ 960 I&hd g

Consciousness is still a touchy subject in Al research circles, as scientists are careful not to
imply that Al systems have human-like consciousness in order to keep their work objective.
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I 3ft ot Al Ty & B Ue Yaeie favg €, sifer aee ug $fid s A T9d € b Al
ey ¥ AM9-9AE IdT § difds IHT HTH g8 S 33 |

The 2022 incident with Blake Lemoine, who lost his job at Google after saying in public that
their LaMDA chatbot had grown sentient, made this concern even stronger.

2022 ﬁmwaﬁ?ﬁ(make Lemoine)%ﬂm, fSeiv grdeie ¥ u ¥ we1 f& Google
?LaMDAﬁg‘hﬂaﬁQﬂﬁﬁw%aﬁvsﬂ%Wﬁm:ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁ?
RIFRUCE [

How chatbots work

Aealcq PA PHPIA

Most chatbots today are Al systems that use machine learning models, typically large
language models (LLMs) that have been trained on large amounts of text data.

31T 3fYHT Ieaiey Al RIeH gid § S w9 affn Aieed &1 SuaivT #%d €, AR W a3
YTYT Hisd (LLMs), 5= 99 T IR 18 Se1 W uflRiférd fooar mar g1

They come up with answers by looking at patterns they have learned throughout training and
guessing the words or phrases that are most likely to come next.

3 ITRIE01 & SR WA T Te=d o1 S/HR 3R TG 3AM AH SR & 8 [ 3T B J e
T TR ST B YU & |

This allows them to provide answers that make sense and fit the situation.

Y 3 UG IR ¢ 1§ e Bd & o gHe H 317 8 iR FRUfd & 3Fu g

However, these models work only on statistical connections, not on comprehension.
gTaiier, A Aisd FHad iSSP Wt TR HTH FHRd ¢, 7 [ Tusr ||

They lack memories, emotions, beliefs, or an internal subjective experience.

S0 wferdt, UTaATe, fayrT ar sriafv® Sy srua el gid |

Their ‘knowledge’ arises via pattern recognition rather than cognitive understanding.

ITBT I U UgdrH & HIegH A I0F gidT & 7 fob IITHd Jod T

Mistaking consciousness

AdHT B AT JHSAT

The growing ‘intelligence’ of chatbots frequently causes consumers to ascribe human-like
attributes to them.

dedlcy B! dgd! ‘glGHar AR IUHIFTST B 377 HIFG-Te=T T e & forg U dat
gl

The ELIZA effect, named after one of the earliest chatbots, refers to the inclination to
attribute comprehension or emotions to algorithms that only replicate communication.

ELIZA WHTE, fSRIehT A1 Yad Ugd &1L U deqicd | § Uh & ATH TR 391 141 §, 39 Ughl &
Il & R T o HHR &) e $I aTa Tl & el a1 U= 29 7

Chatbots may replicate emotional responses, participate in casual conversation, and even
emulate empathy, rendering them somewhat ‘alive’ in a way.

Jedlcy HIGATHS Ufaferarsit &t Tohd &R Tdhd &, T T § U & Tdhd § iR T8l
A% o TETIURY (empathy) &1 T 1t Fx Toa &, AR 3 T &Re 9 WHfae udid e 2

Advanced systems such as GPT-based chatbots can produce creative writing, emulate
personalities, or engage in philosophical discourse, further obscuring the distinction.

GPT-3muTia m Y I9d Rew TaATH® ﬁET-I (creative writing) H T g, Afadd
P TH A B Db % q1 a'l'!lﬁeﬁ? CIGIGIN (philosophical discourse) T i 'E?f qohd %
O 3R 3R 1t 3RUY (obscure) & ST B
The human brain is predisposed to seek intent, agency, and consciousness in social
interactions.

THa AR AraTfores Tue! & 3%"\’!1 (intent), Q’ﬁ?ﬁ 3R AT (consciousness) Qo &1
Tgf T B

When a chatbot interacts well, it might activate this cognitive bias, leading users to
anthropomorphise the technology.
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I Pl dedlc I Y JdIg &l 8, o) I8 HFFTHS &UTd (cognitive bias) B Afhd B
Tl 8, B SuaiTesdi MRt & Ard =7 23 7

The case against

fquer o

e Even though they seem advanced, there is no scientifip proof that chatbots are conscious.
YA B 3 IAd T &, AT 1 H1S AqIfep JHTor 781 § S Aedley g4 8|
e There are a few important points that make this clear:

3 WY A I $S HedqUi [9g &

o (i) No subjective experience: chatbots don’t have any feelings or points of view.
Their operations are completely mechanistic, using algorithms and calculations
without awareness.

(i) P13 AFRTRD YT T): deaicd & UM Dis UGS A1 DD Tl gid | ITebT
TTEH T ORE T (mechanistic) BT 2, RS 3 T@iRRaT SR Turrait &1 SuahT
Eb_{ﬁ% GICERSINESE X (awareness) Tel gIdl|

o (ii) Lack of intentionality: conscious beings have objectives and plans, but chatbots
work based on input-output mappings without any desires or goals other than the
functions they were taught to perform.

(i) ST P HHY: T+ U $ URT &7 3R GTE 8 8, Afp Iesicy Pad
TIYE-3TIeYe AT IR S X €, I U 1S 5901 a1 aed ) 2T, Ryary 39
w&%ﬁlﬁa%’mmwa‘ﬂ

o (iii) No self-awareness: consciousness encompasses the capacity for self-reflection
as a temporal entity. Chatbots can pretend to have a sense of self by saying things
like “Il am a chatbot,” but they don’t really have one that lasts.

(iii) T-SIR=T Bt HHI: T H W-UFAIT (self-reflection) T & T Bidil
81 Jedicy B U& dedic § ol JTd Hedx W P Y &7 T1eh TR Idhd o, Al
Id | I U I8 & Toi ol

o (iv) Lack of embodiment: some theories of consciousness stress how important
bodily experience is in creating awareness. Chatbots don’t possess any bodily
embodiment or sensorimotor interaction with the environment.

(iv) AR AAR Dt HHI: A1 B! $S Rigidl H ARIR® U (bodily
experience) &1 AUl HYfHHT §dTs T3 & | deaicy & U 7 ) $is ARING 3r@dar
(embodiment) ® 3R 7 8 wufarur & 1y Gad)-nfaxfie sia:-farar (sensorimotor
interaction) |

o Taken together, chatbots are not conscious beings: they are complicated input-output
machines.

Fd AR, dedley waa vl 78l §: d Sifed $Ye-3mseye d=iH g
¢ While continuing advances in Al may create more believable conversational agents, there is
no guarantee these systems will ever feel or be aware in the human sense.

et Al T R Tt sifies faeRrita dare eied a1 9 8, Afd S99 91d &1 g TRe
et § o6 A Reew w2t wrrdi St & Wy o U1 a1 SIPRe® 51 U1 |

Ethical, social behaviour

A, AT IaER

o Even though they lack consciousness, chatbots have already raised important ethical
implications.
T I8 a1 B B! 5, dealcy 4 Ugd ol Hea@yul Afdd TUTd I fHT 5|

e One: people may be deceived into over-trusting chatbots, assuming that they understand or
care about what they are saying.

UgAT: AN dedicd WR e [ayRy SR Uikl W1 Uahd §, I8 W@ b d ol HE X8 & 94
T & 1 3G RATE PR B

e This can have repercussions in fields such as healthcare and law.

DT 3R TRA AT 3R S 98 851 7 §) Gobell 31
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Two: users have the potential to build emotional attachments with chatbots, leading to the
possibility of epr0|tat|ve behaviour or psychological harm.

GIRT: STANTEHArsT & deaicy & 1Y HIGATHS ST S 1 FHIGAT giel 5, o
MNYUIGRI HIER AT RIS THA ST UG 307 g Javet 5|

Three: in the event that chatbots produce harmful information or advice that includes bias,
who is liable?

TR afe Jeaicy sfPR® AR U1 GaTe U HRd ¢ oraH U&uTd d g, Ot
fTHER ®1F grm?

And finally, as chatbots continue to improve their capabilities, concerns regarding job
displacement become more pronounced.

3R 3T H, S-S Aeacy U earst H GUR Brd 8, Arpet fawure § et fiard
3 TP g oI 5

When it comes to maintaining realistic expectations and guiding appropriate deployment,
understanding that chatbots are instruments without consciousness is advantageous.

FYTSATY 3amail & §9Y [a 3R I STURT &1 ARfEH & & AHd |, I8 IHgH
THEID B 3 Teaicy Ao Ied SUHI |

Significant dilemmas

Hew@qu! gfaurd

This inquiry propels us into the realm of speculation regarding the intersection of Al and
consciousness.

I8 it g Al 3R AT & Siqdfay § Yt sredpal & & F A Sl 21

Some scientists and philosophers have proposed that if consciousness emerges from the
physical workings of the brain, advanced computational systems could one day
conceivably mimic those processes, leading to the development of machine consciousness.
$O AT 3R et 3 warfad fbar ® o afe Aaen wiGrss & Hifds sraf @ Saw gt
8, I IAd WU S WUNTerdl U fG-1 Juad: I URharsti & Adhd R qdbd ¢, foras a=ie
G HT [IH™ 81 9Hhal 3|

Nevertheless, significant obstacles exist, encompassing both practical and theoretical
dimensions.

fopx o, Tyl aTemd AiNe €, S AraeT® iR Agifa® Tt <1 Bl AT Il 8

The intricacies of consciousness remain largely elusive, and the prospect of artificially
replicating it is more complex.

AT B e g THH W ATE S B 8, 3R SYHT FHH T J TG HIAT 3R
1 sfew 21

The nature of consciousness may extend beyond mere computation, possibly
encompassing biological or quantum mechanisms that are distinctive to living brains.

AT BT WHTG Had 0T S R 81 Jbdl &, orad FHaa: Sifde a1 eied @ ad §f Ibd §
i Siifad AfkTspl & forg fafe &1

This emergence also poses significant dilemmas concerning the rights, personhood, and
appropriate treatment of these entltles

Ig IRTG 37 T13ft & SURPRY, Aafdrae 3R IR FagR ¥ Jaifid dgayu gfaemd of
TRgd Hal 5

Despite ongoing progress in Al leading to increasingly convincing conversational agents,
there’s no assurance that these systems will ever possess feelings or awareness the way
humans do.

Al F T ST & STaeg, S ol @ S fayeria Hardt goiel ot ofR & S 3, F1s S
et & s T yonferal St A ®1 ARG TS a1 TRRS®aT 9T |
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Vasudevan Mukunth

Q: Why does the
‘brain-eating
amoeba’ eat the
brain?

A: Primary
amoebic

meningoencephalitis (PAM) is
caused most often by Naegleria
fowleri, sometimes called the
“brain-eating amoeba”. N.
fowleri lives in warm freshwater,
including lakes, hot springs, and
in poorly chlorinated pools.

An infection begins when
contaminated water rushes up
the nasal passages.

The amoeba travels along the
olfactory nerves, passing
through the cribriform plate and
into the olfactory bulbs of the
brain.

Unlike viruses, N. fowleri is a
free-living amoeba. In nature it
survives by feeding on bacteria.

Once in the brain, however, it
mistakes neurons and glial cells
for food. It uses small
projections called
amoebostomes that literally bite
into host cells, ingesting their
contents piece by piece. It also
releases enzymes and toxins in
the form of proteases,
phospholipases, and
pore-forming proteins that

Three lifecycle stages of Naegleria fowleri as seen under a
light microscope (L-R): cyst, trophozoite, and flagellate.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

dissolve tissue and kill the host cells.

So “brain-eating” isn’t just a metaphor: N.
fowleri actively consumes living neural cells as a
source of nutrients. And as the pathogen feeds
and multiplies, its proliferation triggers a
profound inflammatory response in the host’s
body.

The immune system floods the brain with
neutrophils and cytokines, causing swelling,
bleeding, and necrosis. Together with the
amoeba directly consuming the cells, the result
is a rapid and catastrophic destruction of brain
tissue. For added measure, PAM also progresses
very rapidly, often going from the first symptoms
to death in under 10 days.

This is also why an N. fowleri infection is far
more lethal than viral encephalitis.
mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

QuIZ

Brain-Eating Amoeba
(Naegleria fowleri)

Basic Information

* Naegleria fowleri, often
called the “brain-eating
amoeba,” causes a rare but
fatal disease known as
Primary Amoebic
Meningoencephalitis (PAM).
* Itis a free-living amoeba
found in warm freshwater
such as lakes, rivers, hot
springs, and poorly
chlorinated swimming pools.
* It was first identified in the
1960s and has since been
reported in various countries
including India and the United
States.

* The infection is extremely
rare but has a very high
fatality rate (over 95%).

Mode of Entry into the Body
* Infection occurs when
contaminated water enters
the body through the nose.

* It does not spread by
drinking contaminated water.

* Once inside, the amoeba travels via the olfactory nerve, passes through the cribriform
plate, and reaches the olfactory bulbs of the brain.

How it Eats the Brain

* In nature, N. fowleri feeds on bacteria.
* Inside the brain, it mistakes neurons and glial cells for food.

* It uses special feeding structures called amoebostomes, which act like tiny “sucking
mouths,” to bite and ingest brain cells piece by piece.
* The amoeba also secretes enzymes and toxins such as proteases, phospholipases,
and pore-forming proteins, which dissolve brain tissue and kill host cells.

* This direct consumption and chemical destruction cause rapid and severe brain damage.

Immune System Response
* As the amoeba multiplies, the body’s immune system floods the brain with neutrophils

and cytokines.

* This causes inflammation, swelling, bleeding, and necrosis.
» The combined effect of immune response and amoeba activity leads to the rapid
destruction of brain tissue.
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The cracks are emerging in political hegemony

or more than a decade, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has not merely
dominated Indian politics. It has
reshaped it. The party governs 15 States
and Union Territories, shares power with allies in
six more, and wields the machinery of the Union
government even in regions beyond its direct
control. Its ascent rested on a potent mix of
cultural assertiveness, institutional dominance
and muscular nationalism, projecting an aura of
invincibility that elevated its rule beyond
ordinary electoral success into the realm of
political hegemony. But that is beginning to
change. The BJP remains electorally formidable
and is still the dominant party. Yet, its ability to
dominate common sense, dictate the terms of
public debate and mute opposition is beginning
to show cracks. Recent developments suggest that
the once-unassailable dominance of the BJP is
facing its most serious challenge in a decade. It
has squandered the dominance - even the
hegemony - it once enjoyed, a decline now
intertwined with the political challenge it
confronts as it approaches the Bihar Assembly
election later this year.

An eroding narrative supremacy
Its political project built around Hindutva,
national pride and majoritarian identity long
helped mask economic underperformance,
deepening inequality and extreme concentration
of wealth in the hands of a few who now exert
outsized influence over public policy. The
emotional returns of Hindutva were allowed to
stand in for material improvements. That
trade-off is losing its grip. Youth unemployment
remains high, wage growth is stagnant and the
informal sector continues to reel from the
aftershocks of demonetisation, the COVID-19
pandemic, and the Goods and Services Tax (GST).
For growing sections of the population, the
promise of jobs and upward mobility is beginning
to outweigh symbolic victories. And in that
widening gap between rhetoric and reality, the
party’s narrative supremacy is beginning to slip.
The appeal to the urban middle class rested
not only on Hindu nationalism but also on the
promise of international recognition — an India
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as a
globally respected power. Diplomatic visibility,
high-profile summits and a carefully curated
image of global stature were projected as markers
of national progress. But that narrative has lost
momentum, particularly after tensions with the
United States over President Donald Trump’s
claim of brokering a ceasefire following the
India-Pakistan conflict sparked by the Pahalgam
terror attack in April 2025. The tariff war with
Washington, which has triggered job losses across
several sectors, alongside the collapse of trade
talks and tighter visa regimes, has further
punctured the illusion of a seamless global

Zoya Hasan

is Professor Emerita,
Centre for Political
Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

The Bharatiyva
Janata Party
remains
electorally
strong, but its
political
hegemony is
showing signs
of strain as
narrative
control
weakens and
the Opposition’s
confidence
grows

ascent. For India’s middle class and media, once
buoyed by the rhetoric of global rise and the
self-proclaimed role of Vishwa Guru, the hard
edges of realpolitik have begun to temper
enthusiasm and puncture the earlier sense of
triumphalism.

One area where the party continues to hold
strong appeal, particularly among rural voters
and the urban poor, is its system of Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT). Schemes such as Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi or PM-KISAN,
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, Mukhya Mantri
Ladli Behna Yojana, and other targeted
programmes deliver tangible material benefits. In
a context of economic insecurity and widespread
deprivation, this helps blunt public discontent. It
also helps explain the paradox of the BJP’s
sustained electoral competitiveness, even as its
hegemonic architecture shows signs of strain. Yet,
welfare delivery alone cannot sustain political
dominance. This is why the regime persistently
curbs dissent, silences opposition, and
incarcerates critics, activists and intellectuals —
not merely to neutralise political rivals, but to
suppress independent voices that question its
legitimacy.

A more coordinated Opposition

Perhaps the most intangible, yet revealing, sign of
change is this: people, especially Opposition
leaders, are no longer afraid. Fear once defined
the ecosystem of control — fear of arrest,
harassment, or marginalisation. That atmosphere
has begun to thin. The Opposition is now not
only more coordinated but also more assertive,
carving out space and placing the government
under sustained scrutiny. Yet, challenges remain.
The INDIA alliance must still navigate complex
regional and ideological differences. But to focus
only on those hurdles is to miss the larger shift:
the Opposition is no longer a passive critic of
government policy. It is actively working to
redefine the political agenda. As a result, the
cracks in the ruling dispensation’s dominance
have widened, most visibly in Parliament. Both
the Budget and Monsoon sessions saw a
combative Opposition taking on the government
across multiple political and policy fronts, often
to the ruling party’s visible discomfort. The
‘Gujarat model’ — suspending the entire
Opposition and pushing Bills through without
debate — is no longer proving effective. A more
united Opposition has now cornered the
government on key issues such as the caste
census, Operation Sindoor, the Special Intensive
Revision scheme of the Bihar electoral rolls, and
alleged election manipulation.

At the centre of this shift is the Congress, led
by Rahul Gandhi. His Bharat Jodo Yatra (2022-23)
marked a turning point, both for him and for the
party. Since then, the Congress has regained
momentum, even as the regime tried to cripple it

by freezing its bank accounts on the eve of the
2024 general election. That move backfired.
Rather than weakening the party, it exposed the
government’s heavy-handedness and chipped
away at the BJP’s aura of invincibility. Mr. Gandhi
and his colleagues have managed to reframe the
party’s image from a reactive opposition to a
more proactive, agenda-setting force. The real
test, however, lies ahead: turning that shift into
sustained political action and significant electoral
gains.

The regime’s push to tighten control over the
Election Commission of India is a telling sign of
its waning hegemony. Recent efforts to weaken
judicial oversight and expand executive power —
particularly through the CEC and Other Election
Commissioners Bill, 2023 — reveal a deeper
unease. The BJP is no longer willing to rely on
existing rules unless it can reshape them in its
favour. A government secure in its authority
would have no need to rewrite the rules. The very
impulse to do so signals a crisis of control — a fear
that its dominance can no longer be taken for
granted.

Perhaps the most damaging development for
the regime has been the Congress-led campaign
accusing it of systematically manipulating voter
rolls. What might once have seemed like routine
administrative irregularities has been reframed as
a deliberate strategy to undermine democratic
choice. By exposing patterns of mass deletions,
rushed revisions and algorithmic targeting of
Opposition-leaning demographics, the campaign
has transformed technical disputes into a broader
indictment of the regime’s integrity. Essentially,
these charges go beyond questioning the fairness
of individual elections, they challenge the
legitimacy of the regime’s victories, suggesting
that they stem not from genuine majority support
but the manipulation of electoral processes.

The two parties, the crucial difference
Crucially, the BJP’s dominance is often compared
to the post-Independence dominance of the
Congress Party but the analogy obscures a
fundamental difference. What distinguishes the
current moment from earlier eras of single-party
dominance is that it has not produced a “BJP
system” in the way the Congress once created a
“Congress system”. The Congress’s hegemony
rested not just on electoral victories but also on
its ability to absorb and reflect India’s diverse
social, regional and ideological currents. Its
dominance was underpinned by a broad
consensus even when contested. In contrast, the
BJP’s dominance is rooted in polarisation and
exclusion, rather than accommodation and
inclusion. Its power rests primarily on electoral
success reinforced by state machinery, rather
than on a deep reservoir of social legitimacy. And
as soon as that machinery falters, the cracks
begin to show.

The cracks are emerging in political hegemony

e a9 § QXN SHR TS &

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP): Political Dominance and Challenges
(HTSTUT): IS UYE 3R

YR ST urdf

e For more than a decade, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has not merely dominated Indian
politics. It has reshaped it.

TS X J AU T W, R ST Iref (HTSTUT) 3 9 Had R IJeHIfd W TYd

AT § S 38 a1 w0 o e g

e The party governs 15 States and Union Territories, shares power with allies in six more,
and wields the machinery of the Union government even in regions beyond its direct control.
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aref 15 Ireal 3R P AR UM R AR IRl 8, B 3R & gt & Iy g A
P 7, 3R Ugel a0 & aex &3 ¥ 1t g NRHR &1 A=AR BT IudN et 5

Its ascent rested on a potent mix of cultural assertiveness, institutional dominance and
muscular nationalism, projecting an aura of invincibility.

$HP] 3&d HIplad ATATIYT, TRINTT UYQ SR FiFe gare & H801 W 1R a7,
O 3 SrordT &7 STy |

That elevated its rule beyond ordinary electoral success into the realm of political
hegemony.

I T XA B! YIYRUN AT THaAdT S S §gTahR AeT-HaP aded & &7 & ugan fean
But that is beginning to change. The BJP remains electorally formidable and is still the
dominant party.

QAfB T8 IETH & &) 7T § | HTorT gAmat =0 & 3nft off Aot ok v urdf B

Yet, its ability to dominate common sense, dictate public debate and mute opposition is
beginning to show cracks.

5% 1, AT THE R WY@, 919 989 &1 (Hufd S0 3R faues @) garEr o@ HHeR
EEUECRSI

Recent developments suggest that the once-unassailable dominance of the BJP is facing its
most serious challenge in a decade.

BT B TS Jdldt § T YT &1 FHaft Sroig Uy 39 T =1 | Jad 7R gt &7
T R TET 8

It has squandered the dominance — even the hegemony — it once enjoyed, a decline now
intertwined with the Bihar Assembly election later this year.

I 3T R UYT — g1 b b aeiva — &I T7a7 fean 8, 3R I8 fiRTae o 59 91d & ofd &
B ardl faeR fRy=ayr gae 9 98 TS 3

An eroding narrative supremacy
YD TUC BT &GRUT

Its political project built around Hindutva, national pride and majoritarian identity long
helped mask economic underperformance, mequallty and wealth concentration.

ST AP Uioiae g, P TR 3R TgHEIS Uga W SR 61 o dd a7y
T MRS HHER YR, SRHTAT 3R TR & G501 51 Ryurg il

The emotional returns of Hindutva were allowed to stand in for material improvements.
Rga A St HIaTTEs A & Hiifaes YURT & RIM W @eT g fear |

That trade-off is losing its grip. Youth unemployment remains high, wage growth stagnant,
and the informal sector reeling from demonetisation, COVID-19 pandemic, and GST.

I8 A 3fd el US 36T ¢ | gaT RIS S &+ 83 ¢, Aa9 9fg sed g8 8, 9k
ST & Aledd!, COVID-19 HETHRY 3R GST ¥ 31d *ff S w171

For growing sections, the promise of jobs and upward mobility is beginning to outweigh
symbolic victories.

gad ol & forg, TR 3R AT o1 areT 316 TelihIcAd Sfid ¥ 34fi% Agayut 81 8T ]

In this gap between rhetoric and reality, the party’s narrative supremacy is beginning to
slip.

IHULAT 3R TRATAPdT & fiF 57 R H, Ul &1 HUMS aeivd HHIR g T 7

The appeal to the urban middle class rested not only on Hindu nationalism but also on
international recognition under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

e AT 1 AU Bad fig AFATE R 8T, Sieh FuTaHA g At & d8d Ay
g W H ST ol

But that narrative has lost momentum, particularly after tensions with the United States over
Donald Trump’s ceasefire claim following the Pahalgam terror attack (April 2025).

AfH T8 FUFH FHSR US T 8, W Wgad sd SRS & Ty 919 3R SIHTeS ¢
P I S1d ( TSENITH SMTad! gHET, 3 2025 & §1G) & dald |

The tariff war with Washington has triggered job losses across sectors, collapse of trade
talks, and tighter visa regimes.

Page67

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

g&ﬁm%muwgaﬁﬁﬁaaﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ,wﬁﬁﬁwmm
o fear|

For the middle class and media, once buoyed by Vishwa Guru rhetoric, the hard edges of
realpolitik have punctured triumphalism.

aoai 3 WifEar, S F1f fayre @t arft @ SR 9, 3id FER Fe-ifa A 37 faor ua
B HHR R T B

Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) and Welfare Schemes
Ul dTH 3Rl (DBT) 3%

The party holds strong appeal among rural voters and urban poor through Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT).

grf 1 Irftor Aagrarsi iR et T W TERT gHTE Ueae a1y 3idvT (DBT) J 7|
Schemes like PM-KISAN, Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, Mukhya Mantri Ladli Behna
Yojana, and others deliver tangible benefits.

Hew-feam, yuraR o=-4= dierT, gerEEt TSt a8 aieT SR 3 AS1E Teaa
ATY U g

In a context of economic insecurity and deprivation, this blunts public discontent.

3T SrERe AR deT S URVET F, Tg Wi A $I $H BT 2|

This explains the paradox of BJP’s sustained electoral competitiveness despite strain in its
hegemonic architecture.

TE UTSTIT T TGRS+t 7§+ aret! gATdt wfagef & I0=mdr €, 4o &) 39 ad o 3 xR
RGN
Yet, welfare delivery alone cannot sustain political dominance.

R off, I FeaTUTHRI TS Bt fEeftast IsFiad Ty DI ST 61 3@ Jhd |

Hence, the regime curbs dissent, silences opposition, incarcerates critics, activists, and
intellectuals — not only to neutralise rivals but also to suppress voices questioning
legitimacy.

oI, W STgHfT B gaTaT 3, fauer &Y gu wrar 8, s, sriwatei v
giSohfaa s da & sTaar 8 — = et U] o SR B & T Sfeth Jerd W Fared
I3 dTell STATSN &l gaH o forg ot

A more coordinated Opposition

v 3fre gafad fauer

Perhaps the most intangible, yet revealing, sign of change is this: people, especially
Opposition leaders, are no longer afraid. Fear once defined the ecosystem of control — fear
of arrest, harassment, or marginalisation. That atmosphere has begun to thin.

TG TSR 3 RSB Yhe B a1l TR BT Uobd g & A, IR &Y & Fyeft e, a9
4 51 81 T Forimor ot wiifRufast 1 s afeuia srar o1 — RwaR, St a1 gike
TR STl o P1 S| T6 AR 3fF UaTel g M &

The Opposition is now not only more coordinated but also more assertive, carving out space
and placing the government under sustained scrutiny. Yet, challenges remain.

319 faues 7 Faa oiftes gufad § e Sifie sarfayrf oft B, 98 RIM S @1 8 31k WHR
&I PR o & R A o1 381 8 1 bR +ff, gHifcal o+ g5 &1
The INDIA alliance must still navigate complex regional and ideological differences. But to
focus only on those hurdles is to miss the larger shift: the Opposition is no longer a passive
critic of government policy. It is actively working to redefine the political agenda.

INDIA T&ae ®I 3t oft Sifed &t oiR danives frgarstt & fgen ghm | afdes daa 34
T3 TR A Higd BT 99 IGAd P AoR3{are! BT g1 faued 3@ WRBHR &1 il &
fAfery sireiee 61 81 98 Afhd U § Ao ToisT ! gURuIRNG H &1 S o TET 8|
As a result, the cracks in the ruling dispensation’s dominance have widened, most visibly in
Parliament. Both the Budget and Monsoon sessions saw a combative Opposition taking on
the government across multiple political and policy fronts, often to the ruling party’s visible
discomfort.
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URUMRGEY, WS IR & TYd & RN AT 81 7S &, fay &0 I W9 H| gole 3R
UTREA T SHI 8 T 3MMhTHE fauel 5 &g ot 3R =iaiTd Al IR ISR 1 R, oy
SRR TEG G B! WY Gl g5 |

The ‘Gujarat model’ — suspending the entire Opposition and pushing Bills through without
debate — is no longer proving effective. A more united Opposition has now cornered the
government on key issues such as the caste census, Operation Sindoor, the Special
Intensive Revision scheme of the Bihar electoral rolls, and alleged election manipulation.

ToRTd Ats@ — I fauer & Fafad e oiR o1 959 & f3ees uiivd &1 — 3@ gt
I Tt 81 6T 1 oF T oifd Topgie fauer Y TRPR HI SR STTUMT, SR Rigy,
fYER 1 ATl Yot &1 fa= Tg=T qteror aie, SR SHiyd gamdt it o ug@ gef R
R feran g1

At the centre of this shift is the Congress, led by Rahul Gandhi. His Bharat Jodo Yatra
(2022-23) marked a turning point, both for him and for the party. Since then, the Congress
has regained momentum, even as the regime tried to cripple it by freezing its bank accounts
on the eve of the 2024 general election.

Y 93 & $Hg A BT o, PHT @ Tgd Meh R @ &1 D! HIRd SiTS) ATAT (2022-
23) 3 3% forg 3R uref & T U His &1 o4 faT| a9 F SR A R I i Uhal §, YA &
M 7 2024 3T TG B Jd AT TR ISP 9 WTd Ie B 3 T HA BT HIRI Bt |

That move backfired. Rather than weakening the party, it exposed the government’s heavy-
handedness and chipped away at the BJP’s aura of invincibility.

98 HEH 3l TS 1| UTe] 1 HHIR B3 & G0, T IWDPR P! BSRAT Bl SR bl
3R oIt B SrSdT B ST B HH |

Mr. Gandhi and his colleagues have managed to reframe the party’s image from a reactive
opposition to a more proactive, agenda-setting force. The real test, however, lies ahead:
turning that shift into sustained political action and significant electoral gains.

ot et 3R I TgAfial A Ui o1 Bfa B Uw ufathariia fAuer & seaer 1@ ofie
Tferd, ToST a9 B3 aTell Wfed & =0 § TRgd B & qohardl UTs ¢ | BTy, Sy uief
3T §: 3 Fald Bl R IS HRATs 3R Tg@yul gArd aH & gee|

The regime’s push to tighten control over the Election Commission of India is a telling sign
of its waning hegemony. Recent efforts to weaken judicial oversight and expand executive
power — particularly through the CEC and Other Election Commissioners Bill, 2023 —
reveal a deeper unease.

M HT HRA Faiae ST R R0 $81 a3 &1 Ja™ IUP gcd Iud &1 U T Habvd
81 % TR 61 AR B 3R SRS 31 e S & gTiern T — faRiva?
e fyatea smgaa ik o= fHateeT smgaa fadas, 2023 & Aregd @ — U T8 S &I
ISR Fd gl

The BJP is no longer willing to rely on existing rules unless it can reshape them in its favour.
A government secure in its authority would have no need to rewrite the rules. The very
impulse to do so signals a crisis of control — a fear that its dominance can no longer be
taken for granted.

3fe ot HieeT Fml IR AR IR &I dIR 78l § 99 d o a8 I8 31U U & gad 7 9o |
TP PR SN 307 ISR T JRI&d 8, 38wl &) {3 ferem o1 sraxgesar 78t gnft g

FA D1 gt W g FARiEn & Hebe &1 Wahd ool § — I8 R % U1 Uy@ oF Wivifas ¥ u
W WHR g1 fopdT T T

Perhaps the most damaging development for the regime has been the Congress-led
campaign accusing it of systematically manipulating voter rolls. What might once have
seemed like routine administrative irregularities has been reframed as a deliberate strategy to
undermine democratic choice.

M WA & AT Te¥ BIRGRS (96 ST & Aqged arar Sfiar 81 7, ol 39 R
Hagrar gl § s7afRyd U F g B BT ARIY T 747 8 1 o it [ y=mafaes
SIS & bt A, I 3F B diAD fAPeq B FHASR B DI U SIHGHDR 0N
& ®0 N U foear m g

By exposing patterns of mass deletions, rushed revisions and algorithmic targeting of
Opposition-leaning demographics, the campaign has transformed technical disputes into a
broader indictment of the regime’s integrity.
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O faaa=l, Siecamo H fhu 7T gyt 3R fausy-gadie Sisast o Tanifare daaa
gﬁﬁ%@fﬁmm,sﬂs@m%aﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁwﬁﬁmww ST
gqd |

e Essentially, these charges go beyond questioning the fairness of individual elections, they
challenge the legitimacy of the regime’s victories, suggesting that they stem not from
genuine majority support but from the manipulation of electoral processes.

T U I, T 3RIY HfGTd AT &1 FI8d1 TR TaTd I6TH ¥ 3 96d &, A NI B1 oitd Bt
A%aT B! A 3 B, T8 GIa 2 U b I arafae sgHa gue & e sfeep g ufsharal
R ¥ 397 g 5

The _two parties, thq crucial difference
Sl gd, Hg@yqul SR

e Crucially, the BJP’s dominance is often compared to the post-Independence dominance of
the Congress Party but the analogy obscures a fundamental difference.
AEAYUl =Y ¥, ot & TYE B SRR a1 WaAdI-SwR WY I $I AT § off ST uref
BT T, T Tg a1 T Hfereh 3Rk 1 feyan At B

o What distinguishes the current moment from earlier eras of single-party dominance is that it
has not produced a “BJP system” in the way the Congress once created a “Congress
system”.
S I TG P TS U & Ugd & I F 31T Bl 7, I8 I8 © [P 381 U “dodt
worret” &1 fmtor A8t faran 8 o e S A St T “H iR womrel” §1S ot

e The Congress’s hegemony rested not just on electoral victories but also on its ability to
absorb and reflect India’s diverse social, regional and ideological currents. Its dominance
was underpinned by a broad consensus even when contested.
FRNT BT T Had Al S TR SR Tt o1 afess YRa @t fafey wrfore, &g siv
FTRE YRTSH B SHTAATT SR YA B BT DT & TR 3enia o7 IqHT Uy
TH TS JAGHAT TR AR AT, Ul B 3 el o St 3@

¢ In contrast, the BJP’s dominance is rooted in polarisation and exclusion, rather than
accommodation and inclusion. lts power rests primarily on electoral success reinforced by
state machinery, rather than on a deep reservoir of social legitimacy.
9% faudia, fierdt &1 uyc ydiHur 3R IR W 3neid g, 7 for THriS 3R gHaRH
W | ID! Mo &I FU J AT @ §RT Yeg [hT T A haar | feat g, 7 fos qrforas
AT & TeX HSR WR|

e And as soon as that machinery falters, the cracks begin to show.

3R S €t 98 oF ST 8, SN famn ol g

Page70

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The long march ahead to technological independence

ndia celebrated its hard-won political
l freedom on the 79th Independence Day, on
August 15, 2025. But we must recognise that
true independence today requires more than
political autonomy. It also demands technological
sovereignty, as technology aids every walk of life
today.

Geopolitics has taken a darker turn recently.
Modern wars are fought with software and
drones, not bullets and bombs. The most
damaging war is in cyberspace. Our banks, trains
and power grids run on information and
communication technology. A small number of
companies, primarily from a single country, build
and control these systems.

This dependence is a serious vulnerability.
What happens if these companies turn off their
cloud or Artificial Intelligence services under
national diktat or out of malice? The capacity to
inflict serious harm on the country is very real.
We saw this when cloud services were stopped to
a company recently. This is not a hypothetical
threat, but a reality that we must confront.

Building the foundation

Technological autonomy is the solution. India has
no operating system, database, or other
foundational software that it builds and can trust
completely. This leaves the country dependent
on external sources that its cannot control or
trust. However, the path to independence is not
as difficult as it might seem.

The open-source model offers a path to a
solution. India can create its own versions of
Linux and Android that are safe and free of
backdoors. It is possible for a dedicated group of
professionals to do this. The real challenge lies in
long-term support and maintenance. A large,
supportive user base is necessary for a
home-grown operating system (OS) to be viable. If
we are to adopt an OS that is a little behind, we
can make them competitive and viable. This is a
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computing

True
independence
today demands
that India
pursues
technological
sovereignty, as
dependence is
now a
vulnerability

mission for India’s sizeable technology
community. The problem affects everyone, but
the solution lies with IT professionals who build
the digital world. They must join hands to remove
this debilitating dependence. This is too big a task
for any single institution, but is achievable if
many unite behind this goal.

The path to hardware sovereignty
Achieving hardware sovereignty is a greater
challenge than software sovereignty. Building
sophisticated semi-conductor fabs requires
massive, long-term national investment in chip
design, manufacturing and supply chain
management. Do we have the resources and,
more importantly, the patience to build them? A
crucial first step is to focus on specific hardware
components and invest in partnerships to build
expertise in chip design and assembly, even if
fabrication is outsourced.

India’s journey to political independence was
defined by non-violence. Its quest for technology
independence should be through open-source
software, which is a gift of society to itself. This is
about supporting ourselves and not opposing
others.

The global open-source movement is no longer
the powerful socio-political force that it was.
Much of the software today is open-source,
including Android, Linux, and Hadoop. However,
key control is with centralised cloud and data
managed externally by powerful companies. A
social movement for autonomy in software and
hardware is needed today. India has the
necessary talent and the capability. The way
exists.

What India needs is the collective will. Let it
start an urgent mission of planning,
development, and execution before a crisis forces
its hand.

Assembling a crack team to create India’s own
versions of essential software from the open

source resources is the first step. India must build
client-side components (such as database, email
client, calendar) and server-side components
such as web server, email server, and cloud
server. Open source versions are available for all
of them. India needs to set up teams to
continually update and maintain these
components, which is the harder task. These
teams should work like product teams in
companies. This is possible only when there is a
sound business model behind it, outside of
government or private funds. The mission has to
be self-supporting or better.

While this may have been a difficult idea to sell
in the past, the current climate is different.
Previously, only the strategic sectors were
concerned with having trusted and secure
software. Now, private companies and individuals
are concerned about being dependent on outside
forces for critical needs. People are already
paying, either directly or indirectly, for the free
and open-source software that they use. The shift
to a model where these costs are explicit and
support trusted software would be a small one.

A mission as the core

The immediate step is to establish a mission to
plan the necessary actions. This will be an
implementation mission and not a research and
development mission aimed at
academic/research communities. It will primarily
involve strong development and support teams of
engineers and a capable project management
team to coordinate activities.

There is ample expertise in both industry and
academia to make it happen, provided a viable
model is established. The government will need
to play an enabling role, but should focus on
establishing a self-sustaining model as early as
possible.

Let us embark on the long march toward
technological independence.

The long march ahead to technological independence
AH-TD! TaAdl DI R daT A 3

India’s 79th Independence Day and the Demand for Technological Sovereignty
YR BT 7991 Waadl fGad 3R dd-d! TUYT Bt SRSl

¢ India celebrated its hard-won political freedom on the 79th Independence Day, on August

15, 2025.

YR T 30 Hfers T 3ifld Iorifae Tadadr o 799 Wad=dT f&ad, 15 3R 2025 H1

HATI

e But true independence today requires more than political autonomy. It also demands
technological sovereignty.

NEERIEREIRSRER

IS g

e Technology aids every walk of life today.

STSf

MNP Sitad & g¥ &9 & Jera® o

Geopolitical Shifts and Digital Vulnerability

RSP afkad iR

feforea argan

e Geopolitics has taken a darker turn recently.

BT Bt § WRIoHIf A 7R Ws ferm g1

Had ISP Tl ¥ 31w g1 39 fore ae-et gy i
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Modern wars are fought with software and drones, not bullets and bombs.
MY g ATHEATR MR S J 1< W1 &, 7 b Mferat oik st
The most damaging war is in cyberspace.

Ty et g ArsaReg o g

Our banks, trains and power grids run on information and communication technology
(ICT).

Eﬂqﬁ%a e 3R fagyga Bre =T o TaR Wt (1IcT) R Fed 8
A small number of companies, primarily from a single country, build and control these
systems.

O HUET, S G Th g 3= &, 37 onferdy o1 fAmfor iR fasor st g

This dependence is a serious vulnerability.

Tg FRar te iR Fuest 31

If these companies turn off cloud or Al services, the capacity to inflict serious harm is very
real.

I A HUHal T3S T TIATE JAE dg I <, dl TR THA ugar &1 &0l aRaad ¢ |
We saw this when cloud services were stopped to a company recently.

T BT 81 § U8 <1 919 U U 3] FITSS AaTd a1 2 &t TS|

This is not a hypothetical threat, but a reality we must confront.

g IS PIU-P W 8! Sfcp Uh AIAfAepdl g forIepT JTHAT BT 81|

Building the Foundation of Technological Autonomy

apP! At Rar &t ffq g9

Technological autonomy is the solution.
TAfTRer & geE B

India has no operating system, database, or foundational software that it builds and can
fully trust.

YR & U1 Bl TRfET Rieed, Sy a1 gfard airede 12t & B S99 s 8 8k
o R g a8 R R I |

This leaves the country dependent on external sources it cannot control or trust.

T X qTE) Wl wR R 81 oran 8 o1 @ 9 Ot P R uehdn @ SR T 8 R o
TS gl

The open-source model offers a path to a solution.

IuT-A Aise THTY &7 AN UG Rl g

India can create its own versions of Linux and Android, safe and free of backdoors.

YRd 304 W4 & Linux 3R Android IXHR0T &1 YT §, S GRI&T 3R dPeRR I Tod 8l |
A dedicated group of professionals can achieve this.

TS JUT IR BT g T TGHI TR GHdT |

The real challenge lies in long-term support and maintenance.

3t g Sefpifere Tud o IWR@E # 2|

A large supportive user base is necessary for a home-grown OS to be viable.

U T3T SUUNTH! JMYUR TS § dlfeh B TR e (0S) 3798 & I |

Even if such an OS is a little behind, it can be made competitive and viable.

Yol €1 U7 08 Ui Ui o, 39 ufaeasif o ugerf s o 9&ar g1

This is a mission for India’s technology community.

Ig URd & WMenfet Ter & o ue w71
The problem affects everyone, but the solution lies with IT professmnals
Ig gae gt &1 gHifad el §, Al gare Smgd) IRl & U B

They must join hands to remove this dependence.

3% 39 fnfRar & W@t B=A & e e giFm 8hm

This task is too big for any single institution, but achievable if many unite behind this goal.

gﬁ%wﬁw%ﬁww%%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁsﬂ%%@éﬁﬁ%ﬁw
|
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The path to hardware sovereignty

TYYdT o7 dqRf

Achieving hardware sovereignty is a greater challenge than software sovereignty. Building
sophisticated semi-conductor fabs requires massive, long-term national investment in chip
design, manufacturing and supply chain management. Do we have the resources and, more
importantly, the patience to build them?

TISATR [UYHT Ut 3T AT ddR TUYAT I F81 AT 81 Id Afibsaer e o1 fAAfor
for fEwmeA, fufor 8k TS o wde # fawd, ddetiis wgha o & 7 g | /i
AR U 38 91 & forg Tame ¢ iR 39 ot Heaquf, & 82

A crucial first step is to focus on specific hardware components and invest in partnerships to
build expertise in chip design and assembly, even if fabrication is outsourced.

Ugdl He@qUl e [y gTSaddr Uedh! IR &M dind BT 3R FRIv fewmg iR sriaeft o
TR fAemRia & & T AeieR! & =1 31 &, Ul 81 hidh R STy fohaT S|
India’s journey to political independence was defined by non-violence. lts quest for
technology independence should be through open-source software, which is a gift of
society to itself. This is about supporting ourselves and not opposing others.

YR DI ISITD Tqa=dl $1 AT AT I gRUT g8 M| STUDT ab-to! Taa=dl B Gisl
IuT-aRf AedTR & AT 9 gl A1RT, S TETS $I W99 &1 T 91 JUSR © | I8 W
TERI 37 & SR B g, TR &1 faRy A & fare =7gT|

The global open-source movement is no longer the powerful socio-political force that it was.
Much of the software today is open-source, including Android, Linux, and Hadoop.
However, key control is with centralised cloud and data managed externally by powerful
companies.

A - Srigta i a8 IfaT=ITelt WA ITerifae fa et XgT ot St ATl 3
SHfIHT WHedTR U~ '\‘-ﬂﬁ% ﬁFFB{Andrmd Linux 3fR Hadoop TE]T&IFT%I gdifa,

R Sl TGS AR 3T R 2, R S1ed Qg bufal g1 yef fbar %@

A social movement for autonomy in software and hardware is needed today. India has the
necessary talent and the capability. The way exists. What India needs is the collective will.

3{TS FTHEATR 3 BrEauR A WATdT & ol T G 3iicia Bl TaRuehd g | HRd &
U SIS YfaHT 3R &l g1 AN SUAS 8 | HRA B had ATfe® SSTRITa Pt oRevd g

Let it start an urgent mission of planning, development, and execution before a crisis
forces its hand.

The BT TR HRA I Ugd 8 Aot fasTa S foraraa= &1 Ue diapifass M =
CRGICHTHY

Assembling a crack team to create India’s own versions of essential software from open-
source resources is the first step.

SNTF-TRE T & 3Ta=TH WIeadR & HRT B 30 BN §H o fore T faag S
TR AT Ul HeH gl
India must build client-side components (such as database, email client, calendar) and

server-side components (such as web server, email server, cloud server). Open source
versions are available for all of them.

YR &I FATSC-TISS UMY (S STIa, éﬁﬁwlsc Faex) 3R FdR-A15S HuHcH
(O AT TR, U TR, wldsﬂﬁh) ST S| 2 Tt 3 YT G- BT TRepRT S B

India needs to set up teams to continually update and maintain these components, which is
the harder task. These teams should work like product teams in companies.

YR ®! 37 °Ueh! B! AR SIS 3R T91E I & forg I =i o=t giht, St i3 wrd
81 39 A4 3! dufal § meae El &1 R S $HA1 91T

This is possible only when there is a sound business model behind it, outside of
government or private funds. The mission has to be self-supporting or better.

Tg aHl §ua § 99 SUP IS UHh Jee TP AISd g, ol GRDHRI AT ol IR I ST
211 e &) Taraedl 91 SHR Sgav g AUl

While this may have been a difficult idea to sell in the past, the current climate is different.

Yol €1 3iclid H 39 ST B IR 8T 81, IdHH ATgld 3/ B
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Previously, only the strategic sectors were concerned with having trusted and secure
software. Now, private companies and individuals are concerned about being dependent
on outside forces for critical needs.

Ugd had YUTH® &3 & faya=ig iR qRfdra Arveder &1 fiar A e, fsht dufrat
3R afa 1t Teagul sravamdrstt & forg et drewdl )R R 387 &1 aox f[Hifad 7

People are already paying, either directly or indirectly, for the free and open-source
software that they use. The shift to a model where these costs are explicit and support
trusted software would be a small one.

AT Ugd g 1 3R SiuT-a wivedR & forg e a1 sivde U Y YaH R I8 § | Th
@ﬁwﬂ 3R 9&aTd, Se1 d ANTd WP & 3R fIyg-ia SR & 9eR1 fid, T Bier
gRacH |

A mission as the core

TP A S FUd g

The immediate step is to establish a mission to plan the necessary actions. This will be an
implementation mission and not a research and development mission aimed at
academic/research communities.

qHTd HeH AMAIH B! B Ao S & [T T R RIfd &1 8| I8 U Srai-aa=
e g1, 7 3 e/ sradieT Tt & aftd srgae iR e frm |

It will primarily involve strong development and support teams of engineers and a capable
project management team to coordinate activities.

0 T U A SSfER] &t Aogd faery o guda O ok nfafaftrdt & gu-ag & fau e
&M Hiotde gae= EhF a gl

There is ample expertise in both industry and academia to make it happen, provided a
viable model is established.

U IHd §H & forg IT 3R g Sra g 8§ v faxivsran §, SR & U sqagrd
Alsd Rfud foar S|

The government will need to play an enabling role, but should focus on establishing a self-
sustaining model as early as possible.

DR DI Uh T&H YHDT AU DI S1a=gewmdr I, afds1 I8 faT STe<t g1 9o T ¥a-
frafg aisa Rt HA W & g1 A1fgul

Let us embark on the long march toward technological independence.

TSV §H Pt WaAdl &1 3R ds A4 R FHad|
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China digs in on ‘rare earth, commands global market

| DATA POINT ]

Sambavi Parthasarathy

ast month, China’s Ministry
L of Industry and Informa-

tion Technology intro-
duced interim measures to tighten
controls on ‘rare earth’ mining
and processing. The rules are the
latest in Beijing’s efforts to central-
ise oversight of extraction, ex-
ports, and refining.

While China’s trading partners
such as India and the U.S. are seek-
ing alternative sources to reduce
dependency, data shows that Chi-
na’s dominance in rare earths
stems not only from resource avail-
ability but more so from its long-
standing strength in mining and
research capacity.

Rare earth elements (REES),
despite the name, are not particu-
larly scarce. According to the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA),
they comprise 17 metals, typically
grouped into light rare earths
(LREEs) - including lanthanum,
cerium, praseodymium, neodymi-
um, samarium and europium —
and heavy rare earths (HREEs)
such as gadolinium, terbium, dys-
prosium, holmium, erbium, thuli-
um, ytterbium, lutetium, scandi-
um and yttrium. Promethium is
not included in the list as it is ra-
dioactive and does not occur in
mineable quantities.

They are critical components in
clean energy technologies such as
electric vehicles and wind tur-
bines, as well as in defence appli-
cations. Rare earths are also essen-
tial for high-tech devices including
smartphones and hard drives.

Although rare earth deposits ex-
ist in countries such as Brazil, Aus-
tralia, and India, China holds near-
ly half of global reserves (Chart 1).
It is also the world’s largest pro-
ducer, contributing over 60% of
global production in the last five
years (Chart 2). Beyond extrac-
tion, China dominates the value
chain with around 92% of global
refining capacity, according to the

China is world’s largest producer of rare earths, contributing over 60% of global production

IEA. Moreover, in the last five
years, China has been the largest
exporter, supplying close to 30%
of global demand (Chart 3).

Charts 1, 2 and 3 establish Chi-
na’s dominance across reserves,
production, and exports.

In April, amid escalating U.S.-
China trade tensions, Beijing im-
posed export restrictions on seven
rare earth elements. The move tar-
geted elements used in neodymi-
um-iron-boron (NdFeB) magnets
— essential for clean energy tech-
nologies — as well as those critical
to ceramics, phosphors, steel, op-
tical glass, fibres, and aerospace
applications (Chart 4).

China’s decision to curb rare
earth exports, amid tit-for-tat ta-
riffs, dealt a significant blow to the
U.S., which remains heavily de-
pendent on Chinese supply. The
U.S. is the second-largest importer
of Chinese rare earths, after Japan
(Chart 5). India, too, is heavily de-
pendent on China for its rare earth
imports. Since 2021, more than
75% have come from China.

Under China’s interim mea-
sures announced last month, Chi-
nese companies must now operate
within government-set quotas for
various minerals and obtain ap-
proval to trade in rare earths. This
is not the first time China has tight-
ened its rare earth trade. It has al-
ready prohibited export of tools
and methods used to extract and
separate rare earths, and in De-
cember 2023, it banned the export
of processing technology.

China’s monopoly over rare
earths is also reinforced by its
strong research base. A study
found that China leads the field of
rare-earth research, contributing
nearly 30% of all published pap-
ers. The U.S. and Japan followed
with shares of 10% or less, while
India accounted for about 6%.

In parallel, China has increased
funding for mineral exploration,
allocating about $14 billion annual-
ly since 2022, according to the IEA.
The agency notes that this marks
the highest three-year stretch of in-
vestment in the past decade.

Tightening its grip

The data for the charts were sourced from the U.S. Geclogical Suruey, UN COMTRADE, the International Energy Agency, AP

and Reuters

Chart 1: Country-wise share (in %) of
global reserves of rare earths (as per
U.S. Geological Survey 2025)
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Chart 2: Country-wise share of
estimated global mine production
of rare earths in the last five years
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Chart 4: Sector-wise demand for rare
earth elements under export controls
announced by China in April
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Chart 3: Major exporters of rare earth. Figures in %
shows their share in global exports
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Chart 5: Major importers of China’s rare earth. Figures in %
shows their share in China’s exports

2024

China digs in on ‘rare earth’, commands global market

T YR 3 # ugeT, AP IR H uya

e China is the world's largest producer of rare earths, contributing over 60% of
global production.

BT AT TST goiH 1 aedl (YR 34ed) IuTea® ¢, ot afiyes Iare &
P TG PRl 5

China Tightens Rare Earth Controls

o=

60%

9 A Rar o A= I feg

e Last month, China’s Ministry of Industry and Information Technology introduced interim

measures to tighten controls on ‘rare earth’ mining and processing.
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fred 7Eh, 9 & IERT 3R Ga=1 MR vy 3 ¥R 3 WA iR THwhu R
=0T T S & fore sfafve Sura uw feu|

The rules are part of Beijing’s efforts to centralise oversight of extraction, exports, and
refining.

3 Ty @1, fafa ok e R AR dlipd o577 & ST & varl &1 ig= g
Trading partners like India and the U.S. are seeking alternative sources to reduce
dependency, but China’s dominance stems from both resource availability and
longstanding mining and research capacity.

YR 3R SANDT S UG WIEIGR dbTedd Hid ol 3¢ & dlidh +1HRdl HH g o,
A I &1 Ty Y ITARIT 3R P r® W T SFHUTH &HaT g1 3

Rare earth elements (REEs) are not particularly scarce. They comprise 17 metals, grouped
as light rare earths (LREESs) like lanthanum, cerium, praseodymium, neodymium, samarium,
europium, and heavy rare earths (HREEs) like gadolinium, terbium, dysprosium, holmium,
erbium, thulium, ytterbium, lutetium, scandium, yttrium. Promethium is excluded as it is
radioactive and not mineable.

R 3 uferdew (REEs) favy &0 ¥ gaiy 781 & | 399 17 U1ge 2nfdd &, o @rge KR
3R (LREEs) S 3=, Hifeay, miRrnfsfiam, fafsfmm, Snfom, Rids ok 3dt RaR
3Rf (HREEs) S eifafaH, iy, Reaviios, By, o, yferaw, gefenm,
R, S feam, afean & R fear man € 1 WA i ¢ € Fii ag YR 2
3R G A T B Y T S|

REEs are critical in clean energy technologies like electric vehicles and wind turbines, in
defense applications, and essential for high-tech devices including smartphones and
hard drives.

REEs IT% ol dPp-1d! ol gafded are 3NR Ua+ earg, &M U iR 3=
TH-NH IUHUN Y WEEH R 18 §139 & o8 Teayul 7

While rare earth deposits exist in Brazil, Australia, and India, China holds nearly half of
global reserves and is the largest producer, contributing over 60% of global production in
the last five years.

Safds STeid, SR 3R YWRd H REE ST &, 919 & U1 afyyd WSTR ST TTHT STeT
R § oiR 9% e 9971 IS ¢, o fUsd uta aof § Afye It &7 60% A 3ifs
gnTer fear|

China dominates the value chain with about 92% of global refining capacity. It has been
the largest exporter, supplying nearly 30% of global demand in the last five years.
I Yo g § Uy@ 9l &, o U afye e &mmmamm%%% I e 987
frafas +ff 3e1 8, o fse ura auf & afYye Wit &1 @Rt 30% Smyfd |

In April, amid rising U.S.-China trade tensions, Beijing imposed export restrictions on
seven rare earth elements used in NdFeB magnets, ceramics, phosphors, steel, optical
glass, fibers, and aerospace applications.

e H, 9gd AR®1-HT AR 791 & s, §ifSht 3 wra RaR o wiedew wR fafa
yfIaY TR, St NdFeB Biew, R, wiewd, Wi, siffted e, wrea ok
TIRRA AT & SUh e B

China’s export curbs amid tit-for-tat tariffs dealt a significant blow to the U.S., the second-
largest importer after Japan. India is also heavily dependent, with more than 75% imports
from China since 2021.

¢ & wara ¥ frafa ufaey 3 smfke &1 iR gresT i3an, i 9uH & a1e goRT a9
ST IMTa® ¢ | YR ot urdt R 8, 2021 9 75% & iR smara 997 A gl

Under China’s interim measures, companies must operate within government-set quotas for
minerals and obtain approval to trade in rare earths. China has previously prohibited
export of extraction tools/methods and banned processing technology exports in
December 2023.

M & SidaRH Iurdl & ded, HUMAl B TSR gRT FAuUiRd Pier & HidR S S g 8k
IR R} § TR & T SrgHies U &=1 81| 919 A Ugd g1 Wi SUBRVI/ASId| b
forata w ufeey am & o fedar 2023 T yiwwvor ao-ie frata w ufasy am o

China’s monopoly is reinforced by its strong research base: it contributes nearly 30% of all
published papers, with the U.S. and Japan at 10% or less, and India about 6%.
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A BT ATl ST ToIgd AU YR I Togd 811 6: 98 Tt Ut TuRt &1
M 30% TNTSTH <l §, Safdp HRSBT 3R ST 10% T $H, 3R HRI ATHT 6% &

e China has increased funding for mineral exploration, allocating about $14 billion annually
since 2022, marking the highest three-year investment in the past decade.

9 7 @S SFAWUT & T BIET 96 8, 2022 | T AL $14 fARae smdfed fpu R
S fUed o2 # &9 a1e @t 99d I8t e safu B

o ° ° Tariff-hit di d,
Tariff-hit diamond,  jeweliory exporters look to
jewellery exporters

West Asia
. RN | guTad -,
look to West Asia g+l
{GS IIl: External Sector |

3T fatas ufgm TR
Indian exporters to showcase a variety of exhibits at SAJEX, the first aﬁ Gﬁ? %@ Q% %

www.patrioticias.in

largescale B2B jewellery expo, to be held in Jeddah from Sept. 11-13

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAIT

tung by the U.S. ta-
Sriffs on Indian dia-

mond and jewellery
exports, the country’s ex-
porters are now looking to
set their foot in the un-
tapped West Asia market.
As a first step, a dedicated
B2B jewellery show, the
first of its kind, is to be held
at Jeddah Superdome from
September 11-13.

More than 100 exhibi-
tors are set to participate
across 200 booths. The
Saudi Arabia Jewellery Ex-
position (SAJEX) 2025 will
see over 2,000 buyers
from Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Hong Kong and Lebanon.

Indian diamond and je-
wellery exporters will
showcase diamond and co-
loured gemstone jewellery;
18karat, 21karat, and 22ka-
rat plain gold jewellery;
platinum jewellery; lab-
grown diamond jewellery,
bridal and gifting collec-
tions, besides jewellery
technology.

“SAJEX marks a strateg-
ic step forward in our mis-
sion to strengthen India-
Saudi ties in the gem and
jewellery sector. Saudi Ara-
bia's jewellery market is
projected to grow from
$4.56 billion in 2024 to
$8.34 billion by 2030, dri-
ven by a young, high-
spending  demographic
and a growing appetite for
both traditional and mod-

\

Bright prospects: Saudi Arabia's jewellery market is projected to
grow from $4.56 billion in 2024 to $8.34 billion by 2030. aFp

ern designs,” said Kirit
Bhansali, chairperson of
Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council.

India is the largest ex-
porter of cut and polished
diamonds with 14 out of ev-
ery 15 diamonds globally
getting cut and polished
here.

"Due to the U.S. tariffs,
our industry is worried
about its fate. 30% of my
export basket is to the U.S.
alone, and that has dried
up after the tariffs. But we
are seeing some good re-
sults in U.K., UAE due to
the free trade agreements.
We are extremely interest-
ed in Saudi Arabia as their
per capita income is huge.
The new rulers are busi-
ness-friendly. I had a cou-
ple of meetings with
them,” Mr. Bhansali told
The Hindu.

“While we hope that
good sense prevails and

showcase diamond and coloured gemstone jewellery; 18karat, 21karat, and 22karat
plain gold jewellery; platinum jewellery; lab-grown diamond jewellery; bridal and
gifting collections, besides jewellery technology.

that the U.S. reverses its ta-
riffs, we will also keep look-
ing at newer markets - may
it be domestic or interna-
tional. We are number one
in diamond export and we
will work our way out of
the challenges,” Dinesh
Lakhani, Group Director of
Kiran diamonds, the
world’s largest exporter of
cut and polished dia-
monds, told The Hindu.

But the path is not easy
for the jewellery manufac-
turers. “What we have
been designing for the U.S.
for years now, can't be sold
in the Saudi market. Some-
one else has already been
catering to their jewellery
requirements. So establish-
ing yourself, building new
relations and understand-
ing their design aesthetics
won't be an overnight pro-
cess,” said Adil Kotwal,
CEQ, Creations Gems & Je-
wellery Pvt. Ltd.

¢ Indian exporters to showcase a variety of
exhibits at SAJEX, the first largescale B2B
jewellery expo, to be held in Jeddah from
Sept. 11-13.

YR Faias SAJEX | faftrs TR ot
eIt Uefid Hi, I8 Usdl 99 UHH R
B2B arr%mmmu‘rm S ST & 11413
Rydar d& smaifSia foan s

e Stung by the U.S. tariffs on Indian
diamond and jewellery exports, the
country’s exporters are now looking to set their
foot in the untapped West Asia market.
YR ERT 3R emywor fHafa

Rw I guIfad g, <x & Fafas o@
3yga uf¥w eRmars aiR o 31U SRTE S M
B IR R R

¢ As afirst step, a dedicated B2B jewellery
show, the first of its kind, is to be held at
Jeddah Superdome from September 11-13.
Ugd ded & U H, e fa=iv B2B Smyuor
e, S oot @RE @Y useh g, S
FWSH ¥ 11-13 Rydar a& Smaifoa ot
ST

e More than 100 exhibitors are set to
participate across 200 booths.

100 | TP WERIH 200 FYT & UM oA & forg
GRS

e The Saudi Arabia Jewellery Exposition
(SAJEX) 2025 will see over 2,000 buyers
from Saudi Arabia, UAE, Hong Kong and
Lebanon.

TSl 3RT ST} TR (SAJEX)
2025 T TSl 3RF, YUT, FIIHIT 3R AGA
& 2,000 | 3P WRIGR M il |

¢ Indian diamond and jewellery exporters will
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YR ERT 3R 3yt Fafass g iR T & & Smywor; 18 He, 21 e 3R 22 Pe
TG T & SMYTT; T SMYTT; AF-718H TR & MYTUT; F158d 3R fifee waa=m
F Y TYYUT dp-itep ot efRfa B
“SAJEX marks a strategic step forward in our mission to strengthen India—Saudi ties in the
gem and jewellery sector.

“SAJEX BHR I 3R SMYWUT & H YRA-TSa! Haeh &I Aolgd B & o= § T
IS BT B
Saudi Arabia’s jewellery market is projected to grow from $4.56 billion in 2024 to $8.34
billion by 2030, driven by a young, high-spending demographic and a growing appetite
for both traditional and modern designs,” said Kirit Bhansali, chairperson of Gem and
Jewellery Export Promotion Council.

TSt 3R BT YT TR 2024 T 4,56 3RT SR I d¢HR 2030 P 8.34 3T SIeR dP
UETR 1 3HM 8, ) gaT, 3 W e ardt Suriarel iR uRuive 7 snyfre fwmet
DI gl 7T I UG B, ¥ SR mywur frrafa wadw ulug & sreger ffa wiareht 3 wg1

India is the largest exporter of cut and polished diamonds with 14 out of every 15
dmmondsﬁgﬁqobally getting cut and polished here.

uiferst fpe e ERY &1 9t w1 FPafas 8, Sei ghrar SR 15 AR 14 R
e R Tiferr fore oi1d B
“Due to the U.S. tariffs, our mdustry is worried about its fate.
“3MAfP R & SR, FART IYNT 3U= UfTsy &1 A fifad |
30% of my export basket is to the U.S. alone, and that has dried up after the tariffs.
R forata aRPbe 1 30% R Faa smfkdT B orar o, SR R & 91¢ a8 T avE 9¢ 8
T g
But we are seeing some good results in the U.K., UAE due to the free trade agreements.
Qs 89 Yo HATIR GGl & HRUI G,&., U & $S 3w GRUMT ST IR ¢ |
We are extremely interested in Saudi Arabia as their per capita income is huge.
Y el 3RT T il I TWd § Fiifes 37! ufal aafaT 3 9gd S |
The new rulers are business-friendly.
U S aarg-fFadt 51
| had a couple of meetings with them,” Mr. Bhansali told The Hindu.
T I B 93P D1 8, Y iRl A 7 Bg ! Sam
“While we hope that good sense prevails and that the U.S. reverses its tariffs, we will also
keep looking at newer markets — may it be domestic or international.

“STafdh H 3T B @ fob JHSIER] fa 3R 3mferT 3 e &t 919 &, 89 ¢ eI
1 T SIRT IET — =Te 96 U 81 AT SR igia

We are number one in diamond export and we will work our way out of the challenges,”
Dinesh Lakhani, Group Director of Kiran Diamonds, the world’s largest exporter of cut
and polished diamonds, told The Hindu.

=0 €T Tt & R U § IR g8 g @ ST Fiee F Ry o w3, ghvar & e
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But the path is not easy for the jewellery manufacturers.

Afs smywor frafarsit & forg I smar T8 81

“What we have been designing for the U.S. for years now, can’t be sold in the Saudi
market.

S g1 Tl ¥ AT & T fEvmga w7 31 €, 98 ) IR | 5 99 S Wbl

Someone else has already been catering to their jewellery requirements.

DTS 3R Ugd A g ST SATYWUT STIIHATSAT 1 T HR 8T 5 |

e So establishing yourself, building new relations and understanding their design aesthetics won'’t be
an overnight process,” said Adil Kotwal, CEO, Creations Gems & Jewellery Pvt. Ltd.

T WGE &1 WIMT BT, T JSY FAMT 3R 3 FSorgT HgdRIRd &I GHAT T IraixTd ufspar
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